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Pittwater House is located on a large sloping site in the 
suburb of Collaroy with two main street frontage and 
a secondary entrance acting as service access point.  

The historic creek present in 1946 aerial photo has since 
been enclosed in stormwater drainage underground. 
Perhaps as a consequence of this, overland flow
is an issue for the site with localised storm flooding,
pooling and collecting of water across the site, most 
significantly on the oval or in the carpark.

The site is located in a mostly residential area. The site 
is bounded by detached dwellings to the East and 
West, preventing any significant connection to Parkes 
Road. The site also neighbours detached dwellings 
over both Westmoreland Avenue and South Creek 
Road. The site is located adjacent Defense zoned 
land and the school benefits from the shared use of a 
sports court located on the Defense land.

The school has minimal built form on its street edges 
which minimises visual impact on the suburb but limits 
its sense of street identity. Opportunities are available 
to improve street presence through re-consideration 
of car-parking and new built form to be proposed.

A retail and industrial district is found several hundred 
meters to the West of the school. South Creek Road, 
which bounds the site to the south, is an important 
and constricted connection from a main arterial road 
(Pittwater Road) and this district. The traffic created 
by the school is identified as problematic during the 
afternoon periods.
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Neeson Murcutt Architects Pty Ltd was engaged by 
Pittwater House to undertake a masterplan study for the 
redevelopment of Pittwater House. 

This school is unique. Pittwater House champions a clear 
model of ‘twin schooling’ with single sex classes in a co-
educational environment. It is a single school with three 
parts, offering education from pre-school, through primary 
(junior) to secondary (senior.) 

Pittwater House was founded by Mr Rex Morgan, who 
became the first principal of the school f om 1961. Pittwater 
House began as a preparatory school for boys and has 
progressively expanded to include, a Grammar School for 
Boys (1968), The Girls College (1975), Junior Girls College 
(1977) and an ECC. Current enrolment is approximately 860 
students. The school is growing and anticipates enrolment 
increasing to 1100.

The purpose of the masterplan is to outline a sound 
approach to the future development of the campus within 
a 5 to 7 year timeframe, managing both current and 
anticipated future needs. 

The campus is located at 70 South Creek Road, Collaroy. 
The campus has a secondary street frontage on 
Westmoreland Avenue and service access via Parkes 
Road. This is a school in a suburb, with multiple residential 
neighbours and relatively limited street address. The 
current site is approximately 34,400m2. It has grown since 
the school’s inception through the piecemeal acquisition 
of individual residential properties. Unusually the property 
abuts a Department of Defence site to the east from which 
it leases outdoor courts. The potential for future expansion 
here is unclear with the Department to-date not willing to 
divest. The masterplan works with the existing campus site – 
it does not rely on additional acquisition, although there are 
particular adjoining lots that would be advantageous to 
acquire in the longer term. 

The key strategy lies in how new elements connect and 
bind with the existing to create a stronger identify and 
clearer whole – a single school with three parts, set within a 
beautiful open site. 

The masterplan aims to define a physical envi onment that 
supports the core values of Pittwater House;

Honesty and Integrity
Excellence
Respect
Origins
Innovation
Community
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SUNNY SPACES S I TE  LEVELS

The masterplan recognises the value of north-facing sunny spaces – drawing 
people to them in winter and readily shaded through passive design in 
summer. Sydney’s temperate climate is well-suited to all weather learning. 
Strategically placed all-weather spaces for large groups have potential for 
multiple and frequent use. 

The site falls almost 16m from Westmoreland Avenue to South Creek Road. 
The difficulty of slope is compounded by significant differences in building 
floor levels, presenting challenges in connecting buildings and establishing 
universal access across the campus. The masterplan finds opportunities 
for cross-campus pedestrian movement along contour lines, and strategic 
locations for stairs and lifts.
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THREE  SCHOOLS -  ONE CAMPUS -  BUILDING ‘F INGERS’ LANDSCAPES  ‘SP INES ’

Three schools occupy the campus and together form Pittwater House. The 
masterplan strengthens the core location of each distinct school. They are 
like the ‘fingers’ extending from the ‘palm’ on South Creek Road, up towards 
Westmoreland Avenue.

The campus is organised by a series of landscape spines – the spaces between 
the ‘fingers’. This strategic hierarchy of landscape and open play areas builds on 
what the campus already has, preserving amenity, defining possible locations for 
new buildings, and speaking to the beauty of the existing site. The central spine 
incorporates the impressive oval. The western spine builds on this as the Junior school 
playground – the former creekline. The eastern spine connects through the heart of 
the Senior school.

The simple organisation of ‘building fingers’ and ‘landscape spines’ provides a clear 
circulation logic, efficient movement and intuitive wayfinding. It allows internal 
spaces to be connected to landscape, natural light and fresh air – such spaces 
make us feel good, and help with alertness and learning. 
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VIEW TO GREEN CAMPUS

The masterplan strengthens connection to the oval – the school’s prized 
green space. The central spine opens views to the oval, its mature tree 
edging, and the green plateau beyond, from the primary campus entrance 
on South Creek Road.

The masterplan also opens views from the Junior and Senior school fingers
to the Main Hall on the edge of the oval, establishing a positive connection 
to this, the most substantial old building on the site. The Main Hall can be 
opened more to the heart of the school and made to feel more welcoming.

THE  NEW ‘FACE’

The masterplan brings clarity to South Creek Road as the 
primary street address. It locates new buildings with shared 
facilities defining a shared zone – the ‘palm’ of the hand – 
and strengthening the core identity of the school right at the 
primary frontage.
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1

Preliminary Plant Schedule

CODE BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME
MATURE HEIGHT 

(m)

LOCALLY 

OCCURING

Trees
T1 Angophora costata Rough Barked Apple 20+ x

T2 Callicoma serratifolia Black Wattle 7-10 x

T3 Calodendrum capense Cape Chestnut 10

T4 Corymbia citriodora Lemon Scented Gum 20+

T5 Corymbia maculata Spotted Gum 20+ x

T6 Eucalyptus haemastoma Scribbly Gum 15

T7 Eucalyptus punctata Grey Gum 20+ x

T8 Lagerstroemia indica (Indian Summer range) Crepe Myrtle 8-9

T9 Magnolia grandiflora Bull Bay Magnolia 25

T10 Melaleuca ericifolia Swamp Paperbark 8 x

T11 Nyssa sylvatica Tupelo 11

T12 Sapium sebiferum Chinese Tallowood 8

T13 Tristaniopsis laurina Water Gum 12 x

GD1 Screening - tall shrubs and small trees
Acacia terminalis Sunshine Wattle 5-6 x

Banksia robur Swamp Banksia 3 x

Bursaria spinosa Austral Blackthorn 5-10 x

Ceratopetalum gummiferum NSW Christmas Bush 3-5 x

Dodonaea viscosa subsp. cuneata Hop Bush 3 x

Persoonia levis Braod Leaved Geebung 4-5 x

GD2 Low to medium native shrubs 
Banksia spinulosa Hairpin Banksia 1-3 x

Grevillea buxifolia Grey Spider Flower 1-2.5 x

Grevillea sericea Pink Spider Flower 1-2 x

Lomatia myricoides River Lomatia 2.5 x

Melaleuca thymifolia Thyme Honey Myrtle 1.2 x

Philotheca myoporoides Long Leaf Waxflower 1.5-2

Prostanthera denticulata Rough Mint Bush 1 x

GD3 Groundcover and grassy mix - banks
Banksia 'Pygmy Possum' Dwarf Banksia 0.3

Dianella caerulea Blue Flax Lily 0.7 x

Eremophila 'Kalbarri Carpet' Prostrate Emu Bush 0.1-0.2

Geranium solanderi Native Geranium 0.2 x

Goodenia heterophylla Variable Leaved Goodenia 0.4 x

Grevillea lanigera Woolly Grevillea 0.5-1

Lomandra longifolia Mat Rush 0.5-0.8 x

Scaevola albida White Fan-flower Prostrate x

Scaevola ramosissima Purple Fan Flower 0.4 x

Thryptomene baeckeacea 'Prostrate' Ground Cover Thryptomene Prostrate

GD4 Entry garden
Anigozanthos spp. Kangaroo Paws mixed colour 0.6-1

Lomandra multiflora Many Flowered Mat Rush 0.6-0.9 x

Lomandra confertifolia ‘Wingarra’ Mat Rush 0.3

Xanthorrhoea arborea Broad Leaf Grass Tree 2 x

GD5 Swale/dry creek bed
Ficinia nodosa Knobby Club Rush 0.5-0.6 x

Gahnia aspera Rough Saw Sedge 0.6-0.8 x

Lepidosperma laterale Variable Sword Sedge 0.6-1.2 x

CALCULATION OF 
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Share way to allow for use as paved open space outside of pickup and drop off hours.

Permeable paving grasscrete for carpark

Circular seating with tree as memorial 

DROP OFF/PICK UP AREA NEW CAR PARK

MEMORIAL TREE

Mix of paving sizes and typesFlush kerbs and paved surface to 
prioritise pedestrian movement 
across the space

Concrete cobble as robust and 
durable natural stone alternative
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AMPHITHEATRE

OVAL AND SWALE

Grass seating mound around school oval Reeds and grasses to fill out swaleVegetated swale with some stones at the base to slow 
down the water

Gentle grassed amphitheatre terraces
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Taking advantage of level change and topography for casual and 
dynamic seating

Extended ECC playground provide nature play equipment

Mixed use court allowing for multiple different uses

MIXED USE COURT MIXED USE COURT NATURE PLAY
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