
Practice safe work habits
Once the DBYD plans are reviewed, the Five P’s of Excavation should be adopted in conjunction with your safe work practices 
(which must be compliant with the relevant state Electrical Safety Act and Safe Work Australia “Excavation Work Code of 
Practice”, as a minimum) to ensure the risk of any contact with underground nbn assets are minimised.

Plan: Plan your job 
ensuring the plans 
received are current 
and apply to the work 
to be performed. Also 
check for any visual 
cues that may indicate 
the presence of 
services not covered in 
the DBYD plans.

Protect: Protecting 
and supporting 
the exposed nbn 
underground asset is 
the responsibility of 
the worker. Exclusion 
zones for nbn assets 
are clearly stated in the 
plan and appropriate 
controls must be 
implemented to ensure 
that encroachment 
into the exclusion 
zone by machinery 
or activities with the 
potential to damage 
the asset is prevented. 

Working near  
nbnTM cables

nbn has partnered with Dial Before You Dig to give you a single point of contact to  
get information about nbn underground services owned by nbn and other utility/service 
provider in your area including communications, electricity, gas and other services. Contact 
with underground power cables and gas services can result in serious injury to the worker, and 
damage and costly repairs. You must familiarise yourself with all of the Referral Conditions 
(meaning the referral conditions referred to in the DBYD Notice provided by nbn).

Pothole: Non-
destructive potholing 
(i.e. hand digging or 
hydro excavation) 
should be used to 
positively locate nbn 
underground assets 
with minimal risk of 
contact and service 
damage.

Prepare: Prepare for 
your job by engaging 
a DBYD qualified 
Plant Locator to help 
interpret plans and 
identify on-site assets. 
Contact nbn should 
you require further 
assistance.

Proceed: Proceed only 
when the appropriate 
planning, preparation, 
potholing and 
protective measures 
are in place.



Working near nbnTM cables

Contact
In the event of the nbnTM network facility damage  
please call 1800 626 329

Disclaimer

This brochure is a guide only. It does not address all the matters you need to consider when working near our cables. You must 
familiarise yourself with other material provided (including the Referral Conditions) and make your own inquiries as appropriate.

nbn will not be liable or responsible for any loss, damage or costs incurred as a result of reliance on this brochure. 

This document is provided for information purposes only. This document is subject to the information classification set out on this 
page. If no information classification has been included, this document must be treated as UNCLASSIFIED, SENSITIVE and must not 
be disclosed other than with the consent of nbn co. The recipient (including third parties) must make and rely on their own inquiries 
as to the currency, accuracy and completeness of the information contained herein and must not use this document other than with 
the consent of nbn co. Copyright © 2018 nbn co limited. All rights reserved.

Identify all electrical hazards, assess the 
risks and establish control measures.

Once all work is completed, the excavation should be re-instated with the same type of 
excavated material unless specified by nbn. Please note:

•  Construction Partners of nbn may require additional controls to be in place when performing  
excavation activities.

•  The information contained within this pamphlet must be used in conjunction with other 
material supplied as part of this request for information to adequately control the risk of 
potential asset damage.

When using excavators and other 
machinery, also check the location of 

overhead power lines. 

Workers and equipment must  
maintain safety exclusion zones  

around power lines.


