
Natural Environment Referral Response - Riparian

Reasons for referral

This application seeks consent for the following:

l All Development Applications on land, and located within 40 metres of land, containing a 
watercourse, or

l All Development Applications on land containing a wetland, or located within 100m of land 
containing a wetland,

l All Development Applications on land that is mapped as “DCP Map Waterways and Riparian 
Land”.

And as such, Council's Natural Environment Unit officers are required to consider the likely impacts on
drainage regimes. 

Officer comments

This application has been assessed against relevant legislation and policy relating to waterways,
riparian areas, and groundwater.

The site sits above the rocky intertidal foreshore of Little Manly Cove which adjoins North Harbour
Aquatic Reserve.  The marine environment lies less than 10 meters from the property boundary and is 
the recipient of all stormwater and overland flow from the site.  The rocky foreshore and aquatic 
environment is potential habitat for little penguins as well as other sensitive marine flora and fauna. 
Given the sensitive nature of the receiving environmental and the iconic location, there is currently 
insufficient information to satisfy Council that all threats and risks to the marine environment and the 
biodiversity within it have been considered and protection measures developed for implementation
during the demolition and completion of the project.

Council will require an Aquatic Ecology Report that includes a Construction and Environmental
Management Plan which describes details on best practice measures to protect the environment from 
all aspects of demolition and construction processes.

Updated Note - 29-08-2022

The applicant has provided and addendum to the Statement of Environmental Effects which 
acknowledges the sensitive nature of the receiving environment which adjoins the proposed 
development site.

The proposal is therefore supported, with conditions.
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The proposal is therefore supported. 

Note: Should you have any concerns with the referral comments above, please discuss these with the 
Responsible Officer.

Recommended Natural Environment Conditions:

Erosion and Sediment Control Plan
An Erosion and Sediment Control Plan (ESCP) shall be prepared by an appropriately qualified person 
and implemented onsite prior to commencement. The ESCP must meet the requirements outlined in 
the Landcom publication Managing Urban Stormwater: Soils and Construction - Volume 1, 4th Edition 
(2004). The ESCP must include the following as a minimum:

l Site Boundaries and contours
l Approximate location of trees and other vegetation, showing items for removal or retention 

(consistent with any other plans attached to the application) 
l Location of site access, proposed roads and other impervious areas (e.g. parking areas and site 

facilities) 
l Existing and proposed drainage patterns with stormwater discharge points 
l Locations and methods of all erosion and sediment controls that must include sediment fences,

stabilised site access, materials and waste stockpiles locations, location of any stormwater pits 
on the site and how they are going to be protected.

l North point and scale. 

Details demonstrating compliance are to be submitted to the Certifying Authority for approval prior to 
the issue of the Construction Certificate. 

Reason: Protection of the receiving environment. 

Water Quality Management
The applicant must install a filtration device (such as a sediment control pit or absorption trench) that 
captures organic matter and coarse sediments prior to discharge of stormwater from the land. All 
stormwater treatment measures must make provision for convenient and safe regular inspection, 
periodic cleaning, and maintenance.

Details demonstrating compliance are to be submitted to the Certifying Authority for approval prior to 
the issue of the Construction Certificate.

Reason: Protection of the receiving environment.

Construction Environment Management Plan
A Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) must be prepared in accordance with the 
environmental risks and mitigation methods identified in the Aquatic Ecology Report/Waterway Impact 
Statement <SELECT ONE> and must be kept in the site office. 

CONDITIONS TO BE SATISFIED PRIOR TO THE ISSUE OF THE CONSTRUCTION 
CERTIFICATE
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An induction plan for site personnel must be prepared that addresses the CEMP.

The CEMP and site induction plan must be submitted to the Certifying Authority for approval prior to the 
issue of the Construction Certificate.

Reason: To protect native vegetation, wildlife, habitats and receiving waterways.

Installation and Maintenance of Sediment and Erosion Controls
Council proactively regulates construction sites for sediment management.

Sediment and erosion controls must be installed in accordance with Landcom’s ‘Managing Urban 
Stormwater: Soils and Construction’ (2004) and the Erosion and Sediment Control Plan prepared by 
Engineering Studio Civil and Structural prior to commencement of any other works on site.

Erosion and sediment controls are to be adequately maintained and monitored at all times, particularly 
after periods of rain, and shall remain in proper operation until all development activities have been 
completed and vegetation cover has been re-established across 70 percent of the site, and the
remaining areas have been stabilised with ongoing measures such as jute mesh or matting.

Reason: Protection of the receiving environment.

CONDITIONS TO BE COMPLIED WITH DURING DEMOLITION AND BUILDING WORK
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