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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Overview 

Bitzios Consulting has been engaged by Northern Beaches Council (Council) to undertake a Road 

Safety Assessment (RSA) to address road safety concerns on the existing road conditions along 

sections of McCarrs Creek Road and Pittwater Road, Church Point NSW 2105. The overall intent of 

the RSA is to identify and treat high risk safety hazards and deficiencies in the study area on a priority 

basis. As part of the assessment process, the RSA will consider the road safety concerns which have 

been raised by Council, the local community and other users of Church Point.  

An initial road safety assessment was previously undertaken in July 2022. Northern Beaches Council 

updated the design layout based on the previous comments provided by Bitzios Consulting and other 

considerations including cost effectiveness. Bitzios Consulting was recommissioned in February 2024 

to review the updated design layouts and identify any potential road safety issues. This report 

summarises the outcomes of the recent site visit and design assessment in terms of potential road 

safety issues associated with the updated layout. 

The study area is shown in Figure 1.1. 

 

Figure 1.1: Study Area Location 
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3.3 Site Investigation 

Two day-time site visits at the study area were undertaken on 11th July 2022 and 22nd February 2024 

as part of the Road Safety Assessment. During the second inspection, the following key points were 

noted: 

▪ The weather was sunny with dry surface condition 

▪ Low traffic demand was observed along the road corridor 

▪ Few cyclists were observed along the road corridor 

▪ Pedestrians observed travelling between parked vehicles and the retail premises and crossing 

McCarrs Creek Road in front of retail premises 

▪ Poor sight distances, narrow road width at the bend of McCarrs Creek Road and Pittwater Road 

with some eastbound drivers cutting the corner over the bend 

▪ Faded delineation along McCarrs Creek Road has been renewed since the last site visit. 

Figure 3.2 illustrates the McCarrs Creek Road and Pittwater Road corridor. 

 

Figure 3.2: Site Photo – McCarrs Creek Road and Pittwater Road Corridor (Looking East) 
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4. ROAD SAFETY ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

4.1 Definition, Objectives and Benefits 

A formal process of a Road Safety Audit has been followed for this Road Safety Assessment. 

However, this document should be read as a Road Safety Assessment.  

Austroads Part 6 defines a road safety audit as: “a formal, robust technical assessment of road safety 

risks associated with road transport projects”. An RSA can also consider existing infrastructure. 

The key elements of an RSA are: 

▪ A formal process and not an informal check 

▪ An independent process 

▪ To be carried out by someone with appropriate experience and training 

▪ To be restricted to identifying transport safety issues. 

The objectives of an RSA are to: 

▪ Identify any safety deficiencies of the proposed design, layout and road furniture which are not 

consistent with the road’s function or use 

▪ Identify potential safety problems for road users and others affected by a road project 

▪ Ensure that measures to eliminate or reduce the problems are considered fully. 

The benefits of conducting an RSA include that the: 

▪ Likelihood of accidents on the road network can be reduced 

▪ Severity of accidents can be reduced. 

Importantly, the RSA was carried out generally in accordance with Austroads Part 6 and Austroads 

Part 6A requirements 

4.2 Methodology 

The auditor assessed the existing road environment by undertaking a site visit to observe: 

▪ Undertake a daytime inspection of the study area to identify any potential safety risks, including 

photographs where applicable 

▪ Review of public submissions in relation to prevailing traffic safety issues 

▪ Identify potential remedial actions to address safety risks identified 

▪ Prepare a concise report to document key findings and recommendations from the RSA. 

▪ The current road and traffic environment 

▪ Interaction of pedestrian and vehicles in the current situation. 

The potential road safety issues and risks associated with both the current road environment and the 

proposed detailed design arrangements at this location were identified and assessed in Section 5.3. 

4.3 Audit Team 

The RSA was undertaken by the following team member: 

▪ Alex Grey: Accredited NSW Road Safety Auditor (Level 3) 
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5. ROAD SAFETY ASSESSMENT 

5.1 Overview 

The section summarises the safety issues identified during the site inspection and the review of the 

latest detailed design drawings. The key findings are outlined in Section 5.2 followed by a table of 

specific issues in Section 5.3. 

5.2 Key Assessment Findings 

A summary of the key findings in association with the proposed detailed design are provided below: 

▪ Lack of pedestrian crossing facilities (Existing Situation) 

▪ ‘Pinch Point’ over the bend 

▪ Missing Wheel Stops at angled on-street parking spaces in the proposed design. 

5.3 Road Safety Assessment Findings 

The safety issues identified are detailed in Table 5.1. 
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6. CONCLUSION 
This Road Safety Assessment was carried out in accordance with the procedures specified in 

Austroads Part 6A. 

Review of the relevant documentation has identified issues that are expected to impact traffic and 

transport related safety. However, it is important to note that no guarantee is made that every issue 

was identified.  

Importantly, if all the possible remedial measures identified in this report were implemented, there is 

no guarantee that the transport network would be ‘safe’. Rather, it is expected that these measures 

would only improve safety. 

 

__________________________ 

Bitzios Consulting 

Principal Traffic Engineer / Transport Planner 

Accredited Level 3 Road Safety Auditor 
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