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Introduction 
The purpose of this report is to provide a bushfire risk assessment for the proposed use 
of the site as a landscape supply yard and to certify that the plans and specifications 
provided are in accordance with the requirements of Planning for Bushfire Protection 
2019 and AS 3959-2018. 
 
The site had been identified as ‘bush fire prone land’ for the purpose of Section 146 of 
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and the Legislative requirements 
for building on bush fire prone lands are applicable.  
 

  

 
 
Figure 1: Bushfire prone land map showing location of subject site. 
 
 
 



This report has been prepared and submitted my M Toghill, FPA Australia accredited 

practitioner. Accreditation No: BPAD31642   

      
 

 4 

 
Figure 2: Aerial photo (Source: Nearmap 5th Aril 2022) 
 

 
Figure 3: Proposed site plan. 
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1. Development Proposal 
The development proposal is for the use of the site as a landscape supply business. The 
applicable legislation for building on bushfire prone land does not relate to the 
proposed new use. 

2. Construction requirements  
There are no new buildings or structures that form part of this application. 

3. Access Roads 
 
The siter has direct access to Harvey Road.  All new access roads should comply with the 
requirements of Table 7.4a of Planning for Bush Fire Protection 2019 as specified below. 
 

➢ Property access roads are two-wheel drive, all-weather roads. 

➢ The capacity of road surfaces and any bridges/causeways is sufficient to carry 

fully loaded fire fighting vehicles (up to 23 tonnes).  Bridges and causeways are 

to clearly indicate load ratings. 

➢ Property access to private dwellings have passing bays every 200m that are 20m 

long by 3m wide, making a trafficable width of 6m at the passing bay. 

➢ Minimum carriageway width of four metres. 

➢ A minimum vertical clearance of four metres to any overhanging obstruction, 

including tree branches. 

➢ Curves have a minimum inner radius of 6m and are minimal in number to allow 

for rapid access and egress. 

➢ The minimum distance between inner and outer curves is 6m. 

➢ The crossfall is not more than 10 degrees. 

➢ Maximum grades for sealed roads do not exceed 15 degrees and not more than 

10 degrees for unsealed. 

➢ Note: Some short constrictions in the access may be accepted where they are not 

less than the minimum (3.5m), extend for no more than 30m and where the 

obstruction cannot be reasonably avoided or removed.   

➢ Property access must provide a suitable turning area in accordance with 

Appendix 3 PBP 2019. 
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4. Water supply 
A minimum of 20,000L water tank must be available for Firefighting in accordance with 
Table 5.3d of PBP.  

➢ A connection for firefighting purposes is located within the IPA or non-hazard 
side and away from the structures; a 65mm Stortz outlet with a ball valve is 
fitted to the outlet; 

➢ Ball valves and pipes are adequate for water flow and are metal; 
➢ Supply pipes from tank to ball valve have the same bore size to ensure flow 

volume; 
➢ Underground tanks have a access hole of 200mm to allow tankers to refill direct 

from the tank; 
➢ A hardened ground surface for truck access is supplied within 4m; 
➢ Above ground tanks are manufactures of concrete or metal; 
➢ Raised tanks have their stands constructed from non-combustible material or 

bushfire resisting timber (see Appendix F AS3959 2018) 
➢ Unobstructed access can be provided at all times; 
➢ Underground tanks are clearly marked; 
➢ Tanks on the hazard side of the building are provided with adequate shielding 

for the protection of firefighters; 
➢ All exposed water pipes external to the building are metal, including any fittings; 
➢ Where pumps are provided, they are a minimum 5hp or 3kW petrol or diesel-

powered pump, and are shielded against bushfire attack.  Any hose and reel for 
firefighting connected to the pump shall be 19mm internal diameter; 

➢ Fire hose reels are constructed in accordance with AS.NZS 1221:1997 and 
installed in accordance with the relevant clauses of AS 2441:2005. 
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5. Asset Protection Zones (APZ) 
There is no requirement to establish any new APZ’s. 
 

6. Emergency management 
 

A Bush Fire Emergency Management and Evacuation Plan should be prepared 
consistent with the NSW RFS publication A Guide to Developing a Bush Fire 
Emergency Management and Evacuation Plan and the AS 3745:2010. 
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7. Summary 
This report consists of a bushfire risk assessment for the proposed use of the site as a 
landscape supply business.  The report concludes that the proposed development is on 
designated bushfire prone land and the legislative requirements for development of 
bushfire prone areas are applicable.  This report has considered all of the elements of 
bushfire attack and provided the proposed development the can meet  
recommendations made within report, the development will satisfy the Aims and 
Objectives of Planning for Bush Fire Protection 2019. 
 

 
Note: Notwithstanding the precautions adopted, it should always be remembered that 
bushfires burn under a wide range of conditions and an element of risk, no matter how 
small always remains, and although the standard id designed to improve the performance 
of such buildings, there can be no guarantee, because of the variable nature of bushfires, 
that any one building with withstand a bushfire attack on every occasion.   
This report is a Bushfire Hazard Assessment that provides the required information to 
assist Local Councils and the Rural Fire Service in determining compliance in accordance 
with Planning for Bushfire Protection 2019 and AS3959, 2018.  The local Council is the 
final consenting authority and the construction of the building must comply with the 
recommendations included in the council’s conditions of consent. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Matthew Toghill- Bushfire Consultant 
Accreditation No. BPAD31642 
Grad Cert Bushfire Protection, UWS 2012 
Certificate IV Building & Construction 
Certificate III in Public Safety (Firefighting and Emergency Operations) 
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Appendix 1: Property access 
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Appendix 2- Asset Protection Zones 

 



This report has been prepared and submitted my M Toghill, FPA Australia accredited 

practitioner. Accreditation No: BPAD31642   

      
 

 14 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



This report has been prepared and submitted my M Toghill, FPA Australia accredited 

practitioner. Accreditation No: BPAD31642   

      
 

 15 

Appendix 3: Northern Beaches Council bushfire certificate 
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