
Landscape Referral Response

Reasons for referral

This application seeks consent for the following:

l Construction / development works within 5 metres of a tree or
l New residential works with three or more dwellings. (RFB’s, townhouses, seniors living, 

guesthouses, etc). or 
l Mixed use developments containing three or more residential dwellings. 
l New Dwellings or

Officer comments

Council's Landscape Referral is assessed against the Pittwater Local Environment Plan (PLEP) clause 
C4 zone Environmental Living, and the following Pittwater 21 Development Control Plan (PDCP) 
controls (but not limited to):
• B4.22 Preservation of Trees and Bushland Vegetation
• C1.1 Landscaping
• D3 Bilgola Locality

The site is located in the C4 Environmental Living zone, requiring development to achieve a scale 
integrated with the landform and landscape, and to minimise impact on the natural environment, 
including the retention of natural landscape features and existing trees, to satisfy the landscape 
objectives of the C4 Environmental Living zone.

The Plans indicate that the landscaped area is unaltered by the proposed development however on 
observation the landscaped area is decreased. The 'Landscaping Plan Existing' calculation on drawing 
DA10 appears to exclude a large area of existing landscape area within the front setback, and this 
matter shall be determined by the Assessing Planning Officer.

A Arboricultural Impact Assessment is submitted recommending the removal of three small trees to
accommodate the development proposal, including T2 and T3 (Brush Cherry) and T4 (Magnolia). It is 
noted that both T2 and T3 are exempt species by height under the PDCP and Council consent is not 
required for management or removal. Landscape Referral raise no objections to the proposed tree 
removal, subject to tree replacement within the property to satisfy the landscape objectives of the C4 
zone.

Concern is raised that the proposed driveway widening within the road reserve may impact the tree 
health of the existing Angophora costata (Sydney Red Gum) street tree in proximity, identified as T1 in
the Arboricultural Impact Assessment, and Landscape Referral consider that inadequate information is 
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submitted to provide an assessment without definitive mapping of tree root locations and height relative 
to excavations and final driveway levels. Long term impact to T1 is not supported by Council.
Construction for the proposed widened driveway within the road verge will require excavation within the 
tree protection zone of T1 to subgrade levels below the natural ground levels and a sensitive tree root 
investigation shall be submitted indicating the location of tree roots behind the proposed driveway
alignment and at a distance of at least 1 metre beyond the proposed driveway alignment in a south 
direction, as it is noted that the varying level of the proposed driveway adjacent to the higher ground 
levels under T1 may require retaining or embankment grading such that the scope of intrusion is likely 
to be further than the indicated driveway alignment. 

A non-destructive root investigation shall be conducted complying with clause 3.3.4 of AS 4970-2009
Protection of Trees on Development Sites, prepared by an Arborist with minimum AQF Level 5 in 
arboriculture. 

The proposal is therefore unsupported.

Note: Should you have any concerns with the referral comments above, please discuss these with the 
Responsible Officer. 

Recommended Landscape Conditions:

Nil. 
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