
Natural Environment Referral Response - Biodiversity

Reasons for referral

This application seeks consent development on land, or within 40m of land, containing: 

l All Development Applications on
l Actual or potential threatened species, populations, ecological communities, or their habitats;
l Wildlife corridors;
l Vegetation query stipulating that a Flora and Fauna Assessment is required;
l Vegetation query - X type located in both A & C Wards;

And as such, Council's Natural Environment Unit officers are required to consider the likely potential 
environmental impacts.

Officer comments

The proposal seeks approval for alterations and additions to a dwelling house.
The comments in this referral relate to the following applicable controls and provisions:

l NSW Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 
l NSW Biodiversity Conservation Regulation 2017 
l Planning for Bushfire Protection 2019 (PBP 2019)  
l SEPP (Resilience and Hazards) 2021 - Littoral Rainforest and Proximity Area 

Portions of the site are identified on the Department of Planning and Environment's Biodiversity Values 
Map (BV Map). Under the NSW Biodiversity Conservation Act, any removal of native vegetation from
within mapped areas will trigger the Biodiversity Offsets Scheme (BOS) and the requirement for a 
Biodiversity Development Assessment Report (BDAR). However, the submitted plans and 
documentation indicate that the proposed works are located outside of the BV Map area and therefore 
will not trigger entry into the BOS.

No arborist report has been submitted with the application with works taking place within 5 metres of an 
existing tree. However, a desktop survey has confirmed that the tree identified in the Plan - Survey is an 
Archontophoenix cunninghamiana (Bangalow palm) palm which is exempt and may be removed without 
consent.

A bushfire report has been submitted with the application and has awarded the site a BAL-FZ (Flame 
zone) risk level. As the bushfire report has awarded a Flame Zone risk level to the property, a referral to
the RFS is required. The Biodiversity referral assessment will continue upon reception of this referral.
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The proposal is therefore unsupported. 

Note: Should you have any concerns with the referral comments above, please discuss these with the 
Responsible Officer. 

Recommended Natural Environment Conditions:

Nil. 
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