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Natural Environment Referral Response - Biodiversity

Application Number: DA2019/0364

Responsible Officer Ashley Warnest

Land to be developed (Address): Lot 171 DP 16902 , 51 Plateau Road AVALON BEACH NSW
2107

Reasons for referral
This application seeks consent development on land, or within 40m of land, containing:

All Development Applications on

Actual or potential threatened species, populations, ecological communities, or their habitats;
Wildlife corridors;

Vegetation query stipulating that a Flora and Fauna Assessment is required;

Vegetation query - X type located in both A & C Wards;

And as such, Council's Natural Environment Unit officers are required to consider the likely potential
environmental impacts.

Officer comments

| have reviewed the Statement of Environmental Effects, Arborist Report and Bush Fire Hazard
Assessment and provide the following comments. The design requires the removal of one tree at the
front of the property. Potential impact may also occur from creation of the 10 metre asset protection
zone recommended by the bushfire consultant, and this has not been addressed by the arborist or
within the SEE. The SEE also fails to address clause 11 Development on land in proximity to coastal
wetlands or littoral rainforest of the Coastal Management SEPP.

The following planning provisions are relevant including the Coastal Management SEPP, Pittwater LEP
2014 clause 7.6 (Biodiversity) and P21 DCP controls related to Flora and Fauna, Wildlife Corridors and
Landscaped area.

A site inspection was conducted to assess the tree to be removed, and also consider the potential
impacts of the APZ on vegetation within 10 metres south of the existing dwelling, and adjacent Littoral
Rainforest community located within the council reserve. Based on the plan submitted and site visit, the
development, including creation of the 10 metre APZ, is

e designed, sited and will be managed to avoid any significant adverse environmental impact,
will not significantly impact on:
o (a) the biophysical, hydrological or ecological integrity of the adjacent coastal wetland or
littoral rainforest, or
o (b) the quantity and quality of surface and ground water flows to and from the adjacent
coastal wetland or littoral rainforest.
e proposed in the area of least impact on existing bushland and or the wildlife corridor and where
there will be no net loss of existing bushland.

It is recommended that
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e areplacement tree can be included where the existing driveway is currently located,
e and the bushfire consultant provide advice on vegetation modification required at the rear to
achieve setbacks from the hazard while reducing impacts to native vegetation.

Referral Body Recommendation
Recommended for approval, subject to conditions

Recommended Natural Environment Conditions:

CONDITIONS TO BE SATISFIED PRIOR TO THE ISSUE OF THE CONSTRUCTION
CERTIFICATE

Delineation Asset Protection Zone

Prior to the commencement of any onsite building works or commencement of vegetation
clearance/modification, the extent of the bush fire Asset Protection Zone must be surveyed and marked
on ground.

The clearing of vegetation for Asset Protection Zone establishment is to be confined within Asset
Protection Zone boundaries.

Details demonstrating compliance are to be submitted to the Principal Certifying Authority prior to issue
of the Construction Certificate.

Reason: Bushland Protection.

CONDITIONS TO BE COMPLIED WITH DURING DEMOLITION AND BUILDING WORK

Tree Protection - Arborist Supervision of Works

All works within 5 metres of the existing trees to be retained including pruning, demolition, excavation,
civil works, fencing and the like must be carried out by hand under the supervision of an experienced
and minimally AQF Level 5 qualified Arborist. Should roots larger than 50mm be encountered all
excavation works are to cease immediately and a qualified Arborist is to advise on the impacts of the
roots removal on the tree's survival and report to the Principal Certifying Authority prior to works
recommencing. If tree roots are present a pier and beam method of footing construction is to be
adopted so as to bridge/span any identified lateral roots.

Reason: To ensure protection and retention of the Urban Forest/Natural Environment.

Excavation Near to Trees on Adjacent Properties

As excavation is required within five metres of an existing significant tree or trees and vegetation on an
adjoining site, the excavation is to be supervised by a qualified consulting arborist. In the event that
major structural roots or feeder roots are encountered, the arborist is to require the builder to carry out
appropriate action to ensure the retention of the tree or other vegetation, and is to advise the Principal
Certifying Authority accordingly. Works are not to progress past this point until the Principal Certifying
Authority has confirmed that this condition has been satisfied.

Where the subject trees are on neighbouring property and are on Council’s list of exempt species, tree
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removal remains subject to the owner’s consent . Council will not be involved in approving or refusing
removal/damage to these trees, and any future decisions made in relation to them is a civil matter
between the neighbouring parties.

Reason: To ensure the protection and retention of neighbouring property trees.

Work Within the calculated Tree Protection Zone (TPZ) - Hand Digging

When working within the drip line of the trees, hand digging is to occur in sensitive areas. Liaison on a
daily basis is to be maintained during the excavation works between the Builder and Arborist. No filling
or compaction shall occur over tree roots within 5m of the tree stem or the calculated TPZ. Root
protection/ compaction mitigation in the form of planks or metal decking supported clear of the ground
fixed to scaffolding is to be installed as required.

Reason: To protect and retain trees proposed for retention.

CONDITIONS WHICH MUST BE COMPLIED WITH PRIOR TO THE ISSUE OF THE
OCCUPATION CERTIFICATE

Tree Planting

At least one locally native canopy trees are to be planted onsite to replace trees approved for removal.
Canopy tree species are to be as per the approved Landscape Plan, consistent with locally native
species growing onsite and/or selected from the list pertaining to the vegetation community growing in
the locality as per the vegetation mapping and native gardening booklet available on the Northern
Beaches Council website. All native trees are to be retained for the life of the development, or for their
safe natural life. Trees that die or are removed must be replaced with another locally native canopy
tree. Tree replacement plantings are to be certified by the project arborist.

Reason: Tree replacement.

ON-GOING CONDITIONS THAT MUST BE COMPLIED WITH AT ALL TIMES

Control of Weeds

Prior to the completion of works, all priority weeds (as listed under the Biosecurity Act 2015) are to be
removed/controlled within the subject site using an appropriately registered control method. Information
on weeds of the Northern Beaches can be found at the NSW WeedWise website
(http://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/). All environmental weeds are to be removed and controlled. Refer to
Council website http://www.pittwater.nsw.gov.au/environment/noxious_weeds

Reason: Weed management.
No Planting Environmental Weeds
No environmental weeds are to be planted on the site. Information on weeds of the Northern Beaches

can be found at the NSW WeedWise website (http://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/).

Reason: Weed management.
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