
Natural Environment Referral Response - Riparian

Reasons for referral

This application seeks consent for the following:

l All Development Applications on land, and located within 40 metres of land, containing a 
watercourse, or

l All Development Applications on land containing a wetland, or located within 100m of land 
containing a wetland,

l All Development Applications on land that is mapped as “DCP Map Waterways and Riparian 
Land”.

And as such, Council's Natural Environment Unit officers are required to consider the likely impacts on
drainage regimes. 

Officer comments

The application proposes increased area of excavation to a larger ground floor area. Geotechnical 
investigations did not encounter groundwater, however if water enters the excavation at any time during 
construction then works must cease and conditions adhered to. 

With the application of these conditions it is considered unlikely that the proposal will have an adverse 
impact on the integrity and resilience of the biophysical, ecological and hydrological environment. It is 
therefore recommended for approval subject to conditions.  

The proposal is therefore supported. 

Note: Should you have any concerns with the referral comments above, please discuss these with the 
Responsible Officer. 

Recommended Natural Environment Conditions:

Dewatering Management
Tailwater (surface water and rainwater): Please contact catchment@northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au
for advice on Council’s water quality requirements for a single instance of dewatering tailwater that 
collects in an excavation during works. A dewatering permit application must be made for expected 
multiple
instances or continuous dewatering of tailwater.
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CONDITIONS TO BE SATISFIED PRIOR TO THE ISSUE OF THE CONSTRUCTION 
CERTIFICATE

MOD2021/0163 Page 1 of 2



Groundwater: A permit from Council is required for any dewatering of groundwater. An application 
for interference with an aquifer is required to the Natural Resources Access Regulator.
Contact catchment@northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au for more information about permits. The 
groundwater/tailwater to be discharged must be compliant with the General Terms 
of Approval/Controlled Activity permit issued by WaterNSW (if applicable), Landcom’s ‘Managing 
Urban Stormwater: Soils and Construction’ (2004) (Blue Book), Council’s Compliance and Enforcement
Policy and legislation including Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 and Contaminated 
Lands Act 1997.

All approvals, water discharges and monitoring results are to be documented and kept on site.
Copies of all records shall be provided to the appropriate regulatory authority, including Council, upon 
request.

Reason: Protection of the receiving environment and groundwater resources
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