
Bushfire Mitigation = APZ 

The area determined as an Asset Protection Zone (inner Protection Zone) Figure 1.4 is to be managed 

in accordance with the Bushfire Mgt Plan and based on the RFS General Terms of Agreement.  Extract 

below and implementation within the APZ on-site. 

 

Figure 1.4a APZ~ 3000m2 of area.  Distance of 18m for all but South West (36m) from residential 

dwelling. 
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Asset Protection Zones 

Intent of measures: to provide sufficient space and maintain reduced fuel loads to ensure 

radiant heat levels at the buildings are below critical limits and prevent direct flame contact. 

Appendix 4 of Planning for Bush Fire Protection 

2019 is the base of the required APZ 

management to Inner Protection Area (IPA) level 

The APZ at 113 Orchard street based on 

Bushfire Report (2024).  Creation and 

maintenance requirements. 

Tree canopy cover should be less than 15% at 

maturity 

As per the Bushfire Plan (2024) the APZ will 

have up to 20% canopy and this will be 

discontinuous from the main potential fire 

source; 

 

Trees at maturity should not touch or overhang 

the building 

Canopy will not be overhanging or touching 

the building  

Lower limbs should be removed up to a height of 

2 m above the ground 

This will occur on  an on-going basis to ensure 

no connection of ground and canopy fuels. 

Tree canopies should be separated by 2 to 5 m  A separation of 2-5m will be created and 

retained between the out APZ and the west 

(potential fire source) 



Large discontinuities or gaps in the shrubs layer 

should be provided to slow down or break the 

progress of fire towards building shrubs not be 

located under trees; Shrubs should not form 

more than 10% ground cover 

Ground and Shrub layer will remain less than 

20% (currently < 5%) and be separated from 

trees and buildings. 

Clumps of shrubs should be separated from 

exposed windows and doors by a distance of at 

least twice the height of the vegetation; 

 

Currently no shrubs.  Shrubs and / or Ferns (any 

shrubby-vegetation over 10cm in height will be 

maintained such that it is separated from 

exposed windows and doors by a distance of at 

least twice the height of the vegetation; 

Grass should be kept low (as a guide, grass 

should be kept to no more than 100mm in 

height); 

Grass / Ferns will be kept low (as a guide, 

grass no more than 100mm in height); 

Leaves and vegetation debris to be removed 

regularly  

Leaves and vegetation debris will be removed 

regularly (leaf litter kept to a depth of not more 

than 5cm deep cover in APZ and not present 

within 5m of dwelling 

.. 

APZ Creation and Tree Removals 

In addition to the trees listed in the Arborist report there are 5 other trees for removal to create the 

APZ.  The required canopy separation from the bushland to the west is achieved through the tree 

removals and pruning.  Fire mitigation will also be in place on the western side due to the proposed 

uses (paddock, pathway).  T 

his VMP notes the pruning required and Figure xx shows the area to be kept as a canopy separation.   



 

Figure 1.5  Tree numbers and are where trees will be in low density. 

 

Figure 1.5b post tree removals and pruning canopy gaps (white).  Break of 2-5 from surrounding treed 

areas and less than 20% and none overhanging the dwelling.  The five additional trees will be selected 

from the list below.  Tahs is those with no habitat hollow and no key feed trees.  All ones that are not 

directly impacted by the works, are mostly in the APZ and are priority for removal according to the 

arborist.  Removals and pruning will be undertaken with fire consultant and ecologist on-site for 

minimal tree impacts while achieving eh outcome needed. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Trees with hollows and potential of hollows to be retained 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Forest She-oaks (Allocasuarina torulosa) to be retained.  

 

Few to no shrubs currently – up to 10% can be accommodated in the APZ. 



 

Pruning including deadwood removal (where no habitat).  To achieve canopy separation. This will 

be part of APZ creation and on-going maintenance. 

 


