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The proposal is located within the town centre of the scenic seaside village of Manly.

Positioned on the beachfront at South Steyne, south of the Corso and east of Rialto Lane, the site 
provides a unique opportunity to contribute to the developed and lively pedestrian network of 
the Manly town centre.

Manly Corso consists of a largely intact strip of late 19th century and some 20th century two and 
three storey, fine grained shop-top mixed use buildings, punctuated by larger corner buildings 
such St Mathews Church, the New Brighton Hotel and the Steyne Hotel.

The predominant impression of the Corso is one of a unified street wall made up of many small 
and unique facades, carefully and skilfully articulated, but with a decorum that provides a sense 

unity rather than distinction. 

The subject site is not located in the Corso but falls within the Corso conservation zone. The 

block in which it is located is bookended by good examples of heritage corner buildings but sits 

directly adjacent to buildings which do not contribute to the heritage character of the Manly 

Town Centre.

The proposal seeks to directly respond to its site and surrounds, as well as to the project brief 

for the site.

The strategic approach is twofold;

One - to form a through site link, one and two storeys high, running east/west along the south 

boundary of the site and aligning axially with Rialto Lane, connecting with the paved shareway 

part of the lane.

Two - to create a single, central, curved stair around a courtyard to vertically link and provide entry 

and egress from the commercial levels, provide daylight and natural ventilation to the centre of 

the deep floor plate. This courtyard also connects with and provides daylight to the mid point of 

the through site link via the commercial lobby.
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The Corso,  Manly

Concept  Diagram -  DBJ

Site  -  Ex ist ing Condit ion

Concept  Model  -  DBJ

Programatically the proposal consists of retail F&B uses at the ground floor,  commercial 

office space over and ancillary uses within a two level basement. A height plane setback on 

level 3 allows for a generous east facing roof garden and terrace accessed both direct from 

level 3 as well as via the circular central stair which becomes an external stair on this level. 

The north and south walls of the proposal are side boundary or party wall conditions. All 

access to daylight and natural ventilation is via the east street elevation, west laneway 

elevation or via a central courtyard and stair.

The proposal is characterised by limited palette of beautiful materials, thoughtfully and 

precisely detailed with finesse. The timeless elegance of large brass frames hold glass as the 

primary facade material, used as a window and as a taut surface embracing the delight of large 

panels of glass.  

The proposal celebrates the extraordinary beauty of sheer and arced glass and the particularity 

of its reflective and transparent nature. This continuously changing surface becomes  the 

theatre where the coastal setting plays out.  

We understand that new building in a powerfully formed architectural context requires deep 

understanding and careful insertion. It is not simply about acceptable moves relative to herit-

age issues, but penetrating the logic of the existing, allowing it to inform and shape the new. 

This comes from a real love of many architectures, rather than a overarching commitment to 

any singular approach.  

We believe it is possible to add in such a way that is both powerful and iconic in itself and also 

illuminates the existing buildings and urban patterns.

Architecturally the primary expression of the building occurs on South Steyne. 

Like the fine 19th century examples found on the Corso, the proposal seeks to contribute to a 

clear street wall alignment, building flush to the street boundary and meeting the height the 

neighbouring parapet to the North.

The proposal is a contemporary response to its context and use. The fine grain scale of the 

openings reflects rather than imitates the scale of the street wall, creating a contemporary 

office environment with generous views and terraces. 

A uniquely familiar combination of Mies van der Rohe and Carlo Scarpa, the new building 

treads a careful path between gentle addition and alternate future. 

Not an architecture of pastiche or historicism but rather a restrained and thoughtful proposal 

that gives cues for future developments.
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External  Render  -  DBJ

Barcelona Pavi l ion -  Mies van der  Rohe -  1929

Ol ivett i  Showroom -  Car lo  Scarpa  -  1958

Phoenix  Centra l  Park  -  DBJ
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2022 Fabric House

2022 Fabric House

2022 Fabric House

2021 Phoenix Central Park

2021 Phoenix Central Park

2021 House Ngaio, Palm Beach

2020 Phoenix Central Park

2020 Phoenix Central Park 

2020 Phoenix Central Park

2020 Phoenix Central Park   

2017 Tamarama House       

2017 Tamarama House      

2015 UTS Science Faculty, Building 7   

2015 UTS Science Faculty, Building 7   

2015 UTS Science Faculty, Building 7    

2014 North Bondi SLSC     

2014 Balmain Apartment     

2014 Balmain Apartment    

2014 Balmain Apartment     

2011  Garden House      

2010  Garden House      

2010  Infinity House      

2010  Roslyn Street       

2010  Roslyn Street           

2009 Sussan Sportsgirl Headquarters   

2009  Sussan Sportsgirl Headquarters     

2006  Brick Pit Ring       

2006  Brick Pit Ring       

2005  Holman House       

2005  Holman House      

2004  House Spry       

2004  House Spry       

2003  Commonwealth Place     

2003  Commonwealth Place     

2003  Commonwealth Place      

1998 Droga Apartment      

1998  Droga Apartment       

1997  Einfeld Apartment        

      Newcastle Architecture Medal - Newcastle Architecture Awards

Award for Urban Design  - Newcastle Architecture Awards

Award for Residential Architecture (Multiple Housing) - Newcastle Architecture Awards 

The Chicago Athenaeum Museum  of Architecture and Design International Architecture Award

World Architecture Festival - World Building of the Year

AIA NSW Residential Architecture Commendation

AIA  NSW Architecture Medallion

AIA National  Emil Soderston Award For Interior Architecture 

AIA National  Harry Seidler Award For Commercial Architecture

Dezeen  Award: Cultural Building of the year

AIA National  Robin Boyd Award For Residential Buildings

    AIA NSW Wilkinson Award For Residential Buildings

 AIA National Educational Architecture Award

 AIA NSW Educational Architecture Award

 City of Sydney Lord Mayor’s Prize

   AIA NSW Public Architecture Award

   AIA National Small Project Award

   AIA NSW Small Project Award

   Houses Award Apartment 

     AIA NSW Residential Architecture Award

     Horbury Hunt Award

    Think Brick About Face Design Award Winner

    AIA National Harry Seidler Award for Commercial Architecture

    AIA NSW Chapter Sir Arthur G Stephenson Award for Commercial Architecture

  AIA National Award for Commercial Architecture

  AIA Sir Osborn McCutcheon Award for Commercial Architecture

    AIA National Special Jury Award

    AIA NSW Chapter Lloyd Rees Award for Civic Design

    AIA National Award for Residential Architecture 

   AIA NSW Wilkinson Award For Residential Buildings

   AIA National  Robin Boyd Award For Residential Buildings

   AIA NSW Residential Architecture Award

  AILA Landscape Architecture Award

   PIA Urban Design Excellence Award

    AIA Urban Design Award

   AIA National  Robin Boyd Award For Residential Buildings

   AIA NSW Wilkinson Award For Residential Buildings

   AIA Interior Architecture Award
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