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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Australian Bushfire Protection Planners Pty Limited has been commissioned by Urbis 

to undertake the Bushfire Consultancy for the proposed Development Application to 

the Northern Beaches Council for modification to the Development Consent for the 

Mater Marie Catholic College sited on Lot 13 in DP 1083731, Forest Road, 

Warriewood. 

 

The original Development Consent for the redevelopment of Mater Marie Catholic 

College was issued by Pittwater Council under DA N1038/00 on the 23rd November 

2001. 

 

An application to modify the original Development Consent DA N1038/00 was issued 

by Pittwater Council on the 11th October 2002 and included Consent Conditions 

D222, 223, 231 and E32(a) – E32(g) – relating to the provision of bushfire protection 

measures to the proposed development. 

 

Consent Condition E32 (h) refers to compliance with the requirements of the NSW 

Rural Fire Service dated 28th August 2002. A copy of these requirements is provided 

below: 
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The works approved under Development Consent DA N1038/00 have been 

substantially completed except for the construction of the approved Library/Staff and 

Administration/Canteen buildings, located to the south of the existing Chapel, 

between Block A and the Lecture Theatre. 

 

The Development Consent also approved the establishment of a 30 metre wide 

Asset Protection Zone to the northwest and west of the completed buildings, which 

has also been established and maintained. 

 

A further Section 96 Application was approved by the Northern Beaches Council on 

the 18th December 2017 [Reference S96 No: N1038/00/S96/2] seeking to replace the 

approved Library/Staff and Administration/Canteen buildings with a single, three level 

building excavated into the slope of the land. The modification proposed to construct 

the new building in two [2] stages. 

 

Consent Condition B92 of the consent issues on the 18th December 2017 requires 

that the details provided in the Construction Certificate are to reflect the 

recommendations / requirements of the Bushfire Risk Assessment Report prepared 

by Australian Bushfire Protection Planners Pty Ltd dated 03 April 2017 and the NSW 

RFS letter – Ref: D17/30092, dated 26th September 2017. 

 

The Bushfire Protection Assessment Report prepared by ABPP, dated 16.04.2017 

provides the following recommendations: 

 

Recommendation 1: 

Fuel Management: 

The management of the approved Asset Protection Zones, landscaped gardens and 

sporting fields shall continue to be undertaken to the existing standards. 
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Recommendation 2: 

Bushfire Construction Standards to the proposed Building: 

The proposed building shall be constructed to comply with Section 3 and Section 5 

[BAL 12.5] of A.S. 3959 – 2009 – ‘Construction of Buildings in Bushfire Prone Areas’. 

 

Recommendation 3: 

Water Supplies for Bushfire-Fighting Operations: 

It is recommended that investigation should be undertaken into the provision of a 

hydrant at the turning area to the west of the Movement Centre. 

 

Recommendation 4: 

Fire Trail Access: 

It is recommended that the existing turning head west of the Movement Centre shall 

be upgraded to provide an additional parking/passing bay to allow one fire appliance 

to park whilst a second appliance uses the turning head to exit the site in a forward 

direction. 

 

Recommendation 5: 

Evacuation Plan: 

The existing Evacuation Plan shall be revised and updated to include the 

management of the College during bushfire emergencies and include the proposed 

building. 

 

The listed requirements of the NSW Rural Fire Service are as follows: 
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A Development Application has been lodged with the Northern Beaches Council for 

permission to increase the approved student numbers. 

 

The Development Application has been reviewed by the NSW Rural Fire Service.  

 

The following correspondence from the RFS under Reference No. 

DA20211125005140 – Original Dated 17th March 2022 with the following response 

received: 
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The original Development Application was approved by the Warringah District Office of 

the NSW Rural Fire Service on the 28TH August 2002. 

The approval included the provision of a 30 metre wide Asset Protection Zone to the 

Chapel with the Asset Protection Zone comprising a 20 metre wide Inner Protection 

Area and a 10 metre wide Outer Protection Area. 

These zones were established and are being managed to reduce the combustible fuel 

loads. The bushfire protection measures undertaken pursuant to the 2017 

Development Application included the upgrade of the fire trail and the fuel 

management of the vegetation beyond the approval Asset Protection Zone within the 

north-western corner of the site. 

These measures were undertaken to achieve a ‘better bushfire protection’ outcome to 

the College. 

The current Development Application seeks to modify the Development Consent to 

permit an increase in the student numbers. This will not include any modification to the 

approved buildings or construction of any new buildings. 

The Rural Fire Service correspondence refers to the ability to evacuate the site. 

An Emergency Management Plan has been prepared for the College. Refer 

to Attachments A and B. 

I have reviewed these documents and confirm that it provides a very 

comprehensive operational document that provides highly detailed protocols for the 

evacuation of the College during bushfire and other emergencies. 

It is recommended that this document be reviewed and updated to accommodate 

the proposed increase in student numbers. 

The increase in the student numbers will not increase to the College from bushfires. 

Graham Swain 

Managing Director, 

Australian Bushfire Protection Planners Pty Limited. 

21.06.2022 

Fire Protection Association [FPA] Australia Member 48781 


