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SILT FENCE DETAIL & NOTES:  

1. Silt fences should be installed on a site as early as possible, ideally before excavation or other soil 
disturbance begins
2. Install a silt fence down-slope from the construction area, always along the contour (curve) of the 
slope you are protecting – don’t install in straight lines
3. Significant downward slopes should use the curved installation method 
4. Stockpiles of soil and building materials must be contained by a silt fence
5. Leave the silt fence in place until vegetation is established, or sediment is stabilised
6. Silt fencing requires frequent inspections, particularly after each runoff event (storm, rainfall etc.), to 
check for damage or clogging of the fence by silt and debris
7. Silt fences are best used for sites where the soil disturbance area is up to 0.5 of a hectare

DISTURBED AREA UNDISTURBED AREA

Fasten wire mesh to stakes  
with heavy duty wire staples

Fix Geofabric to wire mesh joints 
to have min 0.3m overlap and 
either sewn or attached stakes

Vegetated filter strip 

0.5 - 0.6m
Flow direction

Geofabric and wire mesh 
buried 0.2m into ground. On 
rocky ground, set into concrete 
plinth or sufficiently weighed 
down

Provide stakes at 2.0m max spacing 
driven 0.5-0.7m into ground. Stakes 
to be 0.1m diameter timber posts or 
1.5kg/m steel posts
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