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Attention: Development Assessment
Proposed Development No. DA2017/1274, 52 Cabbage Tree Road and 1825 Pittwater
Road Bayview NSW 2104 — AMENDED PLANS

Dear Sir/Madam
I refer to the letter dated 18 September 2018 referencing the above development. The
description statement appears to be incorrect. It states "Construction of Seniors Housing
consisting of 95 units including golf course upgrades and infrastructure works". I understand
the amended proposal is for 85 units. This represents a material difference...
As I understand from the amended plans, the height, scale and density of the built form of
the development is reduced. Height down from 4 stories to 3 stories, 95 units reduced to 85
units and from 186 car parking spaces to 161. Three ground floor units have been removed
as has a portion of the facilities building creating greater separation between buildings. This
will mean significantly less bulk and scale thus further reducing visual impact, even if there
was not much to begin with. I believe the amended development is compliant.
From a biodiversity standpoint, the number of trees to be removed is down from 153 to 140
and these will be replaced by around 3,000 new plantings in the areas that matter —
including in the adjacent high priority wildlife corridors which will be expanded from around
6.85 ha to 15 ha. This will ensure the conservation and enhancement of these valuable
corridors in perpetuity.
As the next door neighbour to the proposed development at 52 Cabbage Tree Road,
Bayview. I have seen the plans and the schedules and I know that I will bear the brunt of the
construction traffic. It will be worth it.

Unfortunately, there has been a misinformation campaign in our community. The message
has been spread far and wide that the proposed development is in the middle of a high
priority wildlife corridor. This cannot be the case as a site compatibility certificate would
never have been granted to permit a development application. That should be obvious to
all.
Yet the mindless objections flood in, from all over Australia. And most of them worded
almost identically. I am saddened that some will cynically hoodwink their friends,
neighbours and even total strangers in this way.
I strongly support the proposal for the following reasons:

1.

Community benefits

1.1

There is a quantified shortage of appropriate seniors living facilities in the Northern
Beaches area, despite the numerous existing facilities. The proposed development
will enable more locals to adopt a seniors living lifestyle in their community with all
the benefits that bestows on themselves, their families and their friends.

1.2

The development will fund improvement in the quality and playability of the Bayview
Golf Club course and ensure its longevity. Having the certainty of the golf course is of
comforting benefit to the entire community. Can anyone imagine anything else?

1.3

The proposal includes water run-off management measures that will likely reduce
future flooding impact in the Cahill Creek catchment area and parts of Mona Vale.

1.4

The proposal includes a strategically located roundabout that will dampen excessive
speeding, illegal overtaking and dangerous hooning along this stretch of Cabbage
Tree Road. Such a roundabout may well have saved lives in the past as there have
been fatalities just down the road.

1.5

The roundabout will provide a safe and orderly U-turn facility to reduce the risks
taken by motorists and even truck drivers making illegal U-turns/3-point turns
outside the golf course maintenance shed gates.

1.6

The natural environment for both flora and fauna will be expanded and conserved by
the strategic planting of species-appropriate trees and bushes and that will enhance
local amenity and encourage birdlife.

1.7

The unsightly graffiti-covered fence bordering the maintenance shed area will be
replaced with a continuous line of greenery to the road edge. The maintenance shed
will be moved up the hill restoring the natural harmony and vista to this iconic road.

1.8

The insurmountable dust problem around the maintenance shed endured by near
neighbours and golf course employees will be eliminated.

1.9

The relocation of the maintenance shed further way from nearby residences will
improve peaceful amenity for all.

1.10

The development will provide a useful contribution to the Northern Beaches Council
coffers enabling additional beneficial expenditure in the community.

1.11

The proposed development will result in more local jobs and career opportunities.

1.12

It will provide a boost to local business by creating additional customers and demand
for goods and services.

1.13

Waterbrook, the developer, are a well-respected operator of premium seniors living
facilities with an enviable track record. The proposed development will add desirable
tone to the community and have positive outcomes for residential values in the area.
It is likely that this facility will become a hub for local seniors' activity. Just look at the
artists impressions of the public areas!

2.

Biodiversity benefits

2.1

Lower parts of Bayview Golf Course, well away from the higher ground sloping and
denuded planned development area, do include valuable high priority wildlife
corridors. They include remnant trees that form part of the Endangered Ecological
Community, Swamp Sclerophyll Forest on Coastal Floodplains.

2.2

These communities are located around riparian areas. Together with their canopies
they represent one of the main linkages between the north-west and the nearby
Pittwater estuary. They are essential to fauna movement. They support numerous
birds and provide habitat suitable to endangered species. They must be conserved.

2.3

This proposal facilitates noted restoration ecologist Dr'. Anne Clements in revitalising
this fragile environment for posterity. The result will be an increase from 6.85 ha of
degraded patches of native vegetation to more than 15 ha of unfragmented native
wildlife corridors. I submit that this outcome is of very significant ecological value
and must be supported. This is a key outcome for me.

2.4

The ecological work in this proposal represents best practice and will re-establish
creeks and riparian corridors to reduce flooding on the golf course. This will also
minimise any unwanted flood run-off into the Pittwater.

2.5

Locally sourced native plant species, flowing water and ponds will provide habitat
and food for native fauna. Around 3,000 new plantings will be made in the
resuscitated wildlife corridors. These additional plantings will act as a carbon sink
facilitating carbon sequestration.

2.6

The scope of this work will make a significant and very beneficial difference to the
biodiversity of the area. Without this enlightened restoration, endangered
populations will further deteriorate due to a lack of vision, expertise and the funding
necessary for their rehabilitation.

.

2.7

It is incumbent on those who profess that they care for the environment to forget
the sloganeering and do some research to understand the critical drivers in the local
ecology. Doing nothing is not an option when restoration is urgently required.

3.

Issues for consideration

3.1

This is a significant proposal in scope and works will continue for a considerable
time. Care should be taken to manage local amenity so unnecessary disruption is
minimised. This is especially important in the event of flooding rains when
unmanaged excessive runoff could adversely impact fragile Winnererremy Bay.

3.2

My residence is the only lot on this section of Cabbage Tree Road whose access is
solely from this road. Accordingly, I have requested that parallel on-street parking be
maintained opposite my lot so that visitors/deliveries can continue to park there.
Therefore, no kerb and guttering opposite 50A Cabbage Tree Road, please.

3.3

I have specifically requested that no off-street parking bays be constructed as offstreet parking (legal and otherwise) in the past has caused significant angst and
concern to neighbours and myself due to nefarious activities, particularly at night.

3.3

When Cabbage Tree Road was re-surfaced some years ago, the approach angle of
the newly-laid road surface was greater than permissible in relation to my driveway.
This has caused issues for invitees entering/leaving my lot. This will be an opportune
time to correct this situation.

In conclusion, I support this development as one that will have significant benefits to the
local and broader community. It will enhance peaceful amenity and conserve the natural
environment. It will bring comfort and a feeling of belonging to those who reside there and
their locally based families. It will provide a seniors community hub of a quality unknown in
this area and it will provide a boost for local employment and business. I commend both
Bayview Golf Club and Waterbrook for their proactive and consultative approach in
informing me of their plans and for their willingness to openly discuss issues as they arose.

Yours faithfully

.

