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Objection to DA N0530/15 (Subdivision of 7 Trentwood Park, Avalon Beach from 1 to 3 residential
lots, including demolition and driveway extension works)

Darren Jones & Neralie Coulston

07 January 2016
SUMMARY
We object to the subdivision DA0530/15 primarily on account of the significant adverse environmental
impact that it constitutes. 7 Trentwood Park is a significant parcel of high quality habitat and it forms part
of an important wildlife corridor critical for the long term survival o f healthy local populations of many
native species. We also note that 7 Trentwood Park adjoins the environmentally and culturally significant
precincts o f Ruskin Rowe and the Harry Seidler designed Hogbin House. The environmental and heritage
values and characters o f both will also be undermined should DA 0530/15 be allowed.
If approved, DA 0530/15 will cause detrimental habitat loss with permanent negative effects on at least
three vulnerable native animals- the Powerful Owl (Nitroxstrenua), the Long-nosed Bandicoot (Perameles
nasuta) and the Sugar Glider (Petaurus norfolcensis). We have seen or heard both Powerful Owls
(including chicks) and Long-nosed Bandicoots within 7 Trentwood Park. Indeed we have even
photographed a Powerful Owl at the boundary of 7 Trentwood Park and 43D Chisholm Avenue (See
Figure 1 o f this objection). In addition to affecting vulnerable species, DA0530/15 will also impact
negatively on numerous other native species in the local area, including the many bird species, microbats,
amphibians and reptiles.
The wildlife and natural environment of this precinct of Pittwater is a unique and highly valued asset of
the local community, and the applicants have failed t o properly address the likely impacts of DA 0530/15
on the significant natural heritage of the location. The Statement of Environmental Effects (SEE;
"STATEMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS FOR THE PROPOSED THREE LOTTORRENSTITLE SUBDIVISION,
INCLUDING DEMOLITION OF A DETACHED GARAGE AND EXTENSION OF EXISTING DRIVEWAY LOCATED AT
7 TRENTWOOD PARK, AVALON", Vaughan Milligan Development Consulting Pty Ltd, December 2015)
submitted as part o f this DA is woefully inadequate. Below we refute in detail a number of statements
made in the SEE.
Given that at least 2 highly vulnerable native animal species are confirmed as frequenting 7 Trentwood
Park it is paramount that either,
1.

Prior t o any assessment for approval a comprehensive fauna and flora assessment is conducted
by appropriately qualified Ecologists, including surveys at night since these species are nocturnal,
and surveying throughout the calendar year to account f o r different seasonal habitat use by these
creatures. In the event that the presence of any vulnerable species is confirmed, then a full and
proper management plan should be developed to prevent or minimize impacts on the species,
or

2.

No approval be given.
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Figure 1: Adult Powerful Owl (Nitrox strenua), taken at 43D Chisholm Ave, 7th October 2014 at 6.04pm.
Original digital file contains smartphone GPS geolocation data indicating photographer was standing at
approximately the spot indicated by the red star on the map below. Original image file with time stamp
and geo-data provided with this submission. Photo: Neralie Coulston.
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POWERFUL OWL PRESENCE AT AND AROUND 7 TRENTWOOD PARK
We have lived in close proximity to 7 Trentwood Park for almost 2 years. In that time we have seen and
heard Powerful Owls in many instances, including:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Adult owl roosting near the boundary of 7 Trentwood Park at 43D Chisholm Ave (Figure 1)
Adult owls (male and female) calling from trees within 7 Trentwood Park
One occasion of a Powerful Owl chick calling from within 7 Trentwood Park
Numerous Powerful Owl calls on our property and neighbouring properties
Spotlight observation of Powerful Owl on our property

These observations have been made consistently over these last 23 months, and as recently as today
(whilst writing this submission at 8.30pm an adult male owl was calling from the vicinity of 43A and 43B
Chisholm Avenue).
Powerful Owls are classified as vulnerable in NSW. In Sydney, the population of Powerful Owls is estimated
to be under 200. In Dec 2015 The Powerful Owl Project, an ongoing survey of Powerful Owls in Sydney,
the Central Coast and Newcastle, estimated a total of just 80 breeding pairs across all 3 regions, with 60
in Sydney (see www.birdlife.org.au/documents/Powerful Owl Project Update DEC 2015 FINAL.pdf
appended to this submission).
Of particular significance to this DA are two factors of Powerful Owl biology: firstly, the size of their
territory, and secondly, the most important tree types for their roosting and nesting:
1.

Powerful Owls require large exclusive territories to survive and breed (circa 2km radius around
nests). This size territory is necessary to supply sufficient prey to a breeding pair (and their chicks).
Therefore, sightings/hearings of Powerful Owls even just in the general vicinity of 7 Trentwood
Park makes it highly likely that the property is part of an active territory.

2.

The Powerful Owl Survey has collected data on the most frequent tree types in which Powerful
Owls nest and roost. Nine of the 11 trees marked for removal in this DA are important nesting,
roosting and/or support prey species for Powerful Owls (possums, birds, fruit bats). Table 1
below summarizes the significance of the proposed removed trees (tree numbers as per the
Arborist's Report in the DA)

It is very clear from data in the The Powerful Owl Project Report that the predominant type of forest
found on 7 Trentwood Park, mature Angophora costata, is also the preferred nesting tree of Powerful
Owls; indeed, 43% of all nest sites were found in this tree species (see
www.birdlife.org.au/documents/Powerful Owl Project Update DEC 2015 FINAL.pdf appended to this
submission).
7 Trentwood Park is clearly a significant habitat zone and is currently part of an active territory for
breeding Powerful Owls. The current DA proposes activities that will significantly deplete and compromise
this habitat/territory. The applicants have made zero assessment of this impact on the highly significant
conservation values relating to this vulnerable predator. The Arborist's reporting system is flawed in
accounting for habitat trees. No value is given to trees on the basis of their habitat/nest site qualities.
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Table 1: Trees proposed for removal in DA 0530/15: their significance to the Powerful Owl.
Tree number
2
24

Tree type
Jacaranda
Jacaranda mimosifolio
Camphor Laurel
Cinnamomum camphora
Broad-leaved White Mahogany
Eucalyptus umbra

Height (m)

Roost tree

Nest tree

S

No

No

Comment
Weed species

6

No

No

Weed species

14

Unknown

Unknown

Habitat and food tree for

26

Sydney Red Gum
Angophora costata

17

YES

YES

owl prey
Most reported nest
species

27

Grey Gum
Eucalyptus punctata
Sydney Red Gum
Angophora costata

16

YES

Unknown

25

28
33
37
40
41
46

Sydney Red Gum
Angophora costata
Sydney Red Gum
Angophora costata
Turpentine
Syncarpia glomulifera
Notice quince
Guiva semiglauca
Red Bloodmood
Corymbiu gummifera

11

YES

YES

10

YES

YES

14

YES

YES

8

YES

YES

5

Unknown

Unknown

24

LIKELY

LIKELY

Habitat and food tree for
owl prey
Most reported nest
species
Most reported nest
species
Most reported nest
species
Most reported roost
species
Habitat and food tree for
owl prey
Although dead, this large
specimen likely to
provide hollows and
therefore habitat to
either owls or their prey

SPECIFIC OBJECTIONS TO THE SEE of DA 0530/15
DA0530/15 contravenes Pittwater Council's Development Control Plan (DCP) for the area as follows:
84.2 Flora and Fauna Conservation Category 1 and Wildlife Corridor
84.4 Flora and Fauna Conservation Category 2 and Wildlife Corridor
The DCP states:
Conservation, enhancement and/or creation of habitats for locally native flora and fauna to ensure the
long-term viability of locally native flora and fauna and their habitats.
The DA0530/15 SEE claims:
1.

"The proposed subdivision retains the majority of the High and Medium Retention Value trees on
site."

We respond: MISLEADING- although only some High and Medium Retention Value trees are removed
for the driveway, many others will need to be removed subsequently to build houses on the
subdivision.
2.

"The proposal will therefore not result in any significant loss of canopy cover,"

We respond: NOT THE WHOLE STORY- canopy cover is not the only significant environmental trait
provided by the trees! Of greater importance is the presence of hollows to allow for nesting of birds
and marsupials. Such hollows only form in very mature specimens, and persist even in dead trees
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(which are ecologically important despite providing no canopy). The arborists report commissioned
as part of DA 0530/15 shows a number of mature Angophora costata (heights >10m) to be removed.
These trees are exactly the ones critical to providing current and future habitat. For Powerful Owls,
tree hollows are critical to successful territory establishment and breeding. Further, as per point 1
above, building houses on the sites will necessitate even greater loss of habitat significant trees.
3.

"..the natural landscape of the site will be maintained"

We respond: UNTRUE- the landscape will be significantly impacted by the (highly ambitious, steep
and sustained) driveway excavations plus future excavations necessary for housing and flat space to park
cars.
B4.22 Preservation o f Trees or Bush land Vegetation

The DCP states:
To promote the benefits that corridors of trees and/or bush/and vegetation provide for the movement of
flora and fauna.
To protect, enhance and account f o r the contribution trees and/or bush/and vegetation provide to the
ecological value and biodiversity of Pittwater, including habitat for locally native plant and animal species,
threatened species populations and endangered ecological communities.
To protect and enhance the scenic value and character that trees and/or bush/and vegetation provide.
To protect and enhance the amenity that trees and/or bush/and vegetation provide.
The DA0530/15 SEE claims:
"An Arboricultural Impact Statement has been prepared by Bluegum Tree Care and Consultancy, dated
October 2015, and accompanies this submission. The report concludes that of the forty-eight trees
assessed, eleven trees will be affected by the proposal and their removal is sought. The majority of the
High Retention Value trees are to be retained. The proposed subdivision is therefore considered to
maintain the natural landscape of the site."
We respond: NOT THE WHOLE STORY- canopy cover is not the only significant environmental trait
provided by the trees! Of greater importance is the presence of hollows to allow for nesting of birds and
marsupials. Such hollows only form in very mature specimens, and persist even in dead trees (which are
ecologically important despite providing no canopy). The arborists report commissioned as part of DA
0530/15 shows a number of mature Angophora costata (heights >lOm) to be removed. These trees are
exactly the ones critical to providing current and future habitat. For Powerful Owls, tree hollows are
critical to successful territory establishment and breeding. Furthermore, building houses on the sites will
necessitate even greater loss of habitat significant trees.

Public interest:

The DA0530/15 SEE claims:
1.

"The proposal will not impact upon the environment, the character of the locality or upon the
amenity of adjoining properties"
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1.

"The proposal will not impact upon the environment, the character of the locality or upon the
amenity of adjoining properties"

character and
We respond: UNTRUE- this DA clearly impacts- negatively- upon environment, area
amenity.
2.

"...and is therefore considered to be within the public interest."

this DA will
We respond: UNTRUE- no evidence is proffered to support this claim. On the contrary,
negatively impact the neighbours, the neighbourhood and the environment.
3.

land to
The proposed subdivision of the land also sees the economic and orderly use of the
constructed in an
provide for additional housing within the area, which will be designed and
community.
wider
of
the
benefit
environmentally friendly and sustainable manner, to the

"environmentally friendly" or
We respond: UNSUBSTANSIATED- the DA has no plans which show
"the wider community".
benefits
"sustainable" housing. There is no evidence at all to show how this DA
described here.
There is no guarantee that any future development of the proposed lots will be as

CONCLUSION
highly vulnerable and important
7 Trentwood Park is a significant territorial and habitat site for a
Long-nosed Bandicoot. The
predator species, the Powerful Owl. It is also important to the vulnerable
ecological value of the site. The
applicants on DA 0530/15 have made no proper assessment of the high
This DA should
environmental significance of 7 Trentwood Park is highly valued by the local community.
of the flora, fauna and ecological
not be allowed to proceed without a full proper assessment
significance of the site.

Signed

DarrenNpri/
BSc (Zoology and Ecology) Lnivrsity of Sydney

Neralie Coulston
43A Chisholm Avenue
Avalon Beach
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Thank-you to all of you for being involved with another successful year of the Powerful Owl
Project. We had some changes this year, with our main grant funding finishing Caroline
Wilson and Janelle Thomas from the Threatened Bird Network (TBN) and Holly Parsons from
the Birds in Backyards Program took over the running of the project for BirdLife Australia.
Generous donations from the NSW Twitch-a-thon has allowed us to complete this year's
research and allows us to continue in 2016.
This season we have had over 120 registered volunteers involved, including over 50 new
volunteers who were recruited to the project early this year. You have helped us monitor
over 80 Powerful Owl breeding sites, allowing the project to cover a lot of ground
throughout Greater Sydney, the NSW Central Coast and Newcastle. The data you have
collected is really important for the effective management of urban Powerful Owl
populations and this information is shared with land mangers and local councils.
So thank-you! We really appreciate the amazing work carried out by our volunteers; with
your help we have learned so much about these birds, and this information is helping us
protect this unique and amazing species. Read on to hear about all we have achieved in
2015.

Powerful Owl chick from 2015, peeking out of the hollow (taken by Christine Melrose)
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March 2015 workshop
The March workshop was held to train our new volunteers, update everyone on the findings
from the project and to say thank-you to our existing volunteers - some of which have been
with us since 2011. Due to our very successful volunteer recruitment, almost half of the
workshop participants were new volunteers, which was great to see!
The workshop was run at the Coastal Environment Centre in North Narrabeen, northern
Sydney and we had just over 80 attendees. Speakers included Caroline and Holly from the
Powerful Owl Project, who spoke about the history of the project and its research aims, Rod
Kavanagh (who has been studying Powerful Owls for over 20 years!) spoke about the
ecology of Powerful Owls, and Satyajit Das spoke about what is involved in being a Powerful
Owl volunteer. We also had a Q&A with workshop attendees and a 'meet and greet' session
with new and existing volunteers.
In the afternoon, we headed out to the nearby Irrawong Reserve, one of the Powerful Owl
Project monitoring sites. Irrawong Reserve volunteers, Margaret and Rebecca Woods,
showed us around the reserve and talked about their experiences as volunteers. We also
had a chat with Rod Kavanagh about Powerful Owl habitat and threats. Although we didn't
see Powerful Owls at the site, one of our very enthusiastic volunteers visited the site again
later in the afternoon and spotted two owls, which was exciting news! Overall it was a very
successful day.
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Holly and Janelle from the Powerful Owl Project and project volunteer Satyajit Das at Irrawong Reserve
(taken by Caroline Wilson)
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Education & Fundraising
We participated in and presented at a number of community events this year. Our Sydneybased interns Vicky Bywater and Stuart Foggo presented information about Powerful Owls
and the project at different community events including the Wildthings Talkfest in
Turramurra and an Australian Plant Society meeting in North Shore. Holly also went to
Canberra to talk about the project to the Canberra Ornithologists Group and paid a visit to
the one Powerful Owl known to be living in suburban Canberra. Caroline presented a poster
about the project at the 2015 Citizen Science Conference in Canberra.
A highlight for the year was a community movie night in Beecroft in July. This event was
organised by Powerful Owl Project volunteer Trish Brown and the Beecroft - Cheltenham
Civic Trust. There was a great turnout to see the environmental-themed children's film, 'the
Lorax', and all proceeds went to the Powerful Owl Project! Thank you! Trish Brown was also
involved in the Powerful Owl & Gang-gang day (a community day with information and
stalls) held in Beecroft during April, to help raise money for these locally threatened species.
Volunteer regional coordinator, Chris Lloyd has also been very busy spreading the word
about the project in southern Sydney; Chris spoke to numerous community groups about the
project and also ran some pellet ID workshops throughout the year. He has been a
powerhouse, working hard for the birds along the Georges River in southern Sydney.

Powerful Owl intern, Vicky Bywater, speaking at a community event (left), child with owl mask at the movie
night in Beecroft (middle), Powerful Owl cupcake from the Powerful Owl & Gang-gang day

Results from the 2015 season
For the 2015 season, of the 83 active monitoring sites throughout Sydney, Newcastle and
the NSW Central Coast, 31 (37%) produced chicks and a further 35 (42%) had 'owls about'
(where the breeding pair didn't produce chicks this season, but still maintained an active
territory) - see Figure 1. There were 14 (17%) breeding pairs that moved to a new territory
and only three (4%) that failed, possibly due to predation or disturbance (some sites have
experienced storm damage earlier in the year). It will be interesting to see what the 2016
season will bring, particularly for pairs that are still holding a territory, but didn't breed this
season.
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Figure 1: Percentage of Powerful Owl active monitoring sites that produced a chick, had 'owls about', or
where owls moved on or had a failed breeding attempt

Powerful Owl chick from the 2015 breeding season (taken by Jenny Stiles)

Compared t o 2014, known Powerful Owl breeding territories (active monitoring sites) were
distributed in similar locations throughout Greater Sydney, the NSW Central Coast and
Newcastle (see Figure 2 & 3 f o r 2015 territory maps). Seven new sites (also included in
figures 2 & 3) were discovered in 2015, these were close (within 1-2km) t o other known
territories.
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Figure 2: Distribution map of known Powerful Owl territories in Greater Sydney
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Figure 3: Distribution map of known Powerful Owl territories in the NSW Central Coast and Newcastle
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Habitat
Luckily many of our talented project volunteers are good with their tree identification! As a
result we were able to determine important tree types used by Powerful Owls for roosting
and nesting. The most common tree species used for roosting included Turpentine
(Syncarpia glomulifera; 17% of roost trees), Smooth-barked Apple (Angophora costata;
14%), Coachwood (Ceratopetalum apetalum; 10%) and Blackbutt (Eucalyptus pilularis; 7%).
Common nest tree species were Smooth-barked Apple (Angophora costata; 43% of nest
trees) and Blackbutt (Eucalyptus pilularis; 21%).
Listed in Table 1 are the tree species used by Powerful Owls for roosting and nesting in 2015,
this list can be used as a guide for volunteers to help identify trees during surveys.
Table 1: Powerful Owl roost and nest tree species recorded in 2015
Common name

Scientific name

Banksia sp.

Roost tree
V

Blackbutt

Eucalyptus pilularis

V

Broad-leaf privet

Ligustrus lucidum

V

Broad-leaved apple

Angophora subvelutina

V

Broad-leaved paperbark

Melaleuca quinquenervia

V

Casuarina sp.
Glochidonferdinandi

V

Coachwood

Ceratopetalum apetalum

V

Dead tree/stag

V

Ficus sp.

V

Grey gum

Eucalyptus punctata

V

Grey Ironbark

Eucalyptus paniculata

V

Grey Myrtle

Backhousia myrtifolia

V

Ilawarra Flame Tree

Brachychiton acerifolius

Lilly Filly

Syzygiumsmithii

V

Narrow-leaved Ironbark

Eucalyptus crebra

V

V

V

Populus sp.

V

Red Ironbark

Eucalyptus sideroxylon

V

Smooth-barked Apple

Angophora costata

V

Spotted Gum

Corymbia maculata

V

Sweet pittosporum

Pittosporum undulatum

V

Sydney peppermint

Eucalyptus piperita

V

Tallowwood

Eucalyptus microcorys

V

Tristaniopsis sp.
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V

V

Cheese tree

Turpentine

Nest tree

V

V
Syncarpia glomulifera

V

V

Common tree species used by roosting and nesting Powerful Owls
Images sourced f r o m : Australian National Botanic Gardens Photo Index (https://www.anbg.gov.au), Australian
Rainforest Conservation Society (http://www.rainforest.org.au) and NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service
(http://www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au)

Diet study
Powerful Owl intern Stuart Foggo has been busy analysing pellets collected by volunteers in
2015. Stuart analysed 29 pellets from 16 monitoring sites in Sydney (23 pellets) and Lake
Macquarie (6 pellets); all pellets were collected during the 2015 breeding season (between
April and November). The most common prey item was Ringtail Possum, which accounted
for over half of the prey items identified in pellets (see Figure 4). Also note that there are
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few smaller prey items in the pellets, such as birds and insects (Figure 4); these smaller prey
types are less likely to be taken during the breeding season, as they don't provide as much
energy for breeding females and chicks.
Thank-you to those who sent in their pellets this season, it was greatly appreciated. We
encourage volunteers to send in any pellets they find, even outside of the breeding season.
If you find pellets, place them in a plastic sealed bag (and label them with the date and site
name) and then in a postpak and address to: Holly Parsons, BirdLife Discovery Centre, 1
Jamieson St, Sydney Olympic Park, NSW 2127.
100%

0%
• Ringtail
Bird
• Unknown

. Brushtail
Flying Fox

Figure 4: Percentage of prey items recorded within Powerful Owl pellets collected during the 2015 breeding
season from Sydney and Lake Macquarie, NSW

In other news
We will be running Powerful Owl workshops in March 2016 in Sydney and on the NSW
Central Coast (exact date and location TBC) as a thank-you to existing volunteers and as a
training session for new volunteers. We will keep you updated with more information over
the coming months.
If you haven't done so already, check out the Powerful Owl Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/ThePowerfulOwlProject and our new Powerful Owl website:
http://birdlife.org.au/projects/powerful-owl-project. This website contains information
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about the Powerful Owl Project and its aims, as well as resources for volunteers (photos,
videos and call files). You can also read about the new Melbourne Powerful Owl Project,
which will compliment the Sydney-based project.
In 2016 we will be continuing to monitor breeding Powerful Owls in Greater Sydney, the
NSW Central Coast and Newcastle, but we also hope to answer a few other questions about
Powerful Owls, such as: How do they move around their territory? What habitat is important
for foraging owls? What is the survival rate and movements of newly fledged chicks? Some
of these questions will be investigated in 2016 through radio-tracking with an Honours
student from the University of Sydney and the support of local councils and the Sydney
Royal Botanic Gardens. We will keep you updated with any new and interesting findings.
We have really enjoyed having our three interns help out this year, they did an amazing job!
We had two interns based in Sydney, Vicky Bywater and Stuart Foggo, and one in
Melbourne, Isaac Gravolin. Vicky's internship focussed on community engagement and
education and included developing education resources, speaking at events and managing
our Facebook page. Stuart's internship involved mapping Powerful Owl habitat, scoping out
sites (including assisting volunteers at their sites) and carrying out diet analysis. Isaac was
investigating funding opportunities and writing a project proposal and literature review for
the project. Thank-you interns, great work!
If you are heading out to your Powerful Owl monitoring site/s over the summer break,
please remember to follow the guidelines outlined in 'Powerful OwlSurvey Methodology
2015'. The Powerful Owl Project has requirements under its scientific licencing and animal
ethics approvals to be mindful of disturbance (i.e. photography), especially while the chicks
are still in the process of fledging or still learning to fend for themselves.
Once again, we thank all of you, our volunteers, for your tireless efforts in collecting
breeding activity and breeding behaviour data for the Powerful Owl Project. We are looking
forward to another eventful breeding season in 2016. If you are interested in finding out
more about the project, see: http://birdlife.org.au/proiects/powerful-owl-proiect

A 2015 chick venturing out of its hollow (taken by Trish Brown)
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