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7 TRENTWOOD PARK, AVALON

1.0

INTRODUCTION

1.1

THE BRIEF

HERITAGE IMPACT STATEMENT

The following report has been prepared to accompany a development application
for the subdivision of the existing property at 7 Trentwood Park, Avalon, NSW. The
report has been prepared on behalf of Jim and Margot Dargaville, the owners of
the property.
1.2

BACKGROUND

The owners have submitted a development application (D530/15) to Pittwater
Council for a three lot subdivision of the site and Council has raised some concerns
in regard to the heritage impact of the proposals on the:
•
•
•

Ruskin Rowe Heritage Conservation Area
The current house on the subject site
The Hogbin House at 6 Trentwood Park (by Harry Seidler, architect)

These impacts are assessed in Section 7.0 below.
1.3

THE STUDY AREA

The study area is Lot 1 in DP 202857 at Avalon in the Shire of Warringah, Parish of
Narembeen and County of Cumberland (Figure 1.1).

7 TRENTWOOD PARK

Figure 1.1

The Study Area

Source: Google Maps
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1.4

HERITAGE IMPACT STATEMENT

LIMITATIONS AND TERMS

The report only addresses the European significance of the place. The terms fabric,
conservation, maintenance, preservation, restoration, reconstruction, adaptation,
compatible use and cultural significance used in this report are as defined in the
Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter.
The assessment of particular tree removal is not considered in this report apart from
general comments on the maintenance of a tree canopy on the site. Assessment of
the removal of other plantings is outside of the scope of this report.
1.5

METHODOLOGY

This report was prepared in accordance with the NSW Heritage Manual
“Statements of Heritage Impact”, “Assessing Heritage Significance Guidelines” and
the Pittwater Council guidelines for the preparation of heritage impact statements.
The philosophy adopted is that guided by the Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter 2013.
1.6

AUTHORS AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

This report, including all diagrams and photographs, was prepared by John Oultram
of John Oultram Heritage & Design, unless otherwise noted. Historical Research was
provided by Nicholas Jackson. John Oultram Heritage & Design was established in
1998 and is on the NSW Heritage Office list of heritage consultants.
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2.0

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

2.1

PITTWATER

HERITAGE IMPACT STATEMENT

Avalon is one of the beachside suburbs on the Pittwater peninsula. The discovery of
Pittwater was made with the first year of Governor Phillip founding the penal
settlement at Port Jackson in 1788. Non-indigenous settlement of Pittwater was
probably initially undertaken in the 1810s with the first official alienation of land
being made in the 1820s. In this era, the area was on the route of the maritime
passage to the important inland settlements on the Hawkesbury River. It was also an
important shelter for coastal shipping during inclement weather. Governor Phillip
made initial soundings of the enclosed bay in 1788 and was followed by Governor
Hunter in 1804. A further survey of the bay was made in 1829.
Aside from the importance of the bay to early colonial shipping, attempts at farming
were made in the area from at least the mid 1810s in a number of land grants. The
grants varied in area according to the fertility of the land, some small beside
Pittwater, and others large beside the ocean. Avalon is located within the grant of
1,200 acres made to the Rev. John Joseph Therry in 1833.

Figure 2.1

Detail from the government map of the Parish of Narrabeen, not dated but
prior to 1886. Depicted was Therry's 1200 acres at Pittwater and much of it
was low-lying swamp

Source: Land and Property Information
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2.2

HERITAGE IMPACT STATEMENT

AVALON BEACH

After the death of Therry in 1864 the grant (and there was another of 280 acres to
the north) passed to his executors, the Jesuits. In the early 1880s the grant was
subdivided and sold as the Southern Division of the Pittwater Estate.1 Block 3 of this
subdivision, being an area of about 102 acres, was purchased in 1882 by Alexis
Crispin for 444 pounds and 15 shillings.2 Crispin mortgaged the land to Eyre Goulburn
Ellisin 1883 to raise 200 pounds.3 Ellis (1823-1892) was a senior partner in the firm of
solicitors Ellis, Makinson and Plunkett and was closely associated with the Catholic
Diocese of Sydney.4 Following the death of Ellis, the debt passed to his brother
Thomas Eyre Ellis (1821-1902). On the death of TE Ellis in 1902 the debt had not been
repaid, and the executors of the estate sold the 102 acres in 1903 to Mrs Margaret
Allan, widow.5
An attempt at sale and subdivision was made in 1912,6 but seems to have had little
or no success, and in May 1912 Mrs Allan sold the 102 acres to George Crowley and
John Michael Taylor.7 Crowley was an assurance manager and resided at
Drummoyne.
In 1915 Crowley and Taylor sold about 61 acres of Block 3 to Arthur Jabez Small,8
and the balance of about 39 acres (the southern third) was sold to Duncan Joseph
McIntyre, an auctioneer in Sydney.9 In 1921 McIntyre sold the 29 acres to Dr
Chisholm Ross (1858-1934).10 This version of the early history of Avalon is different to
that presented in Jan Roberts (ed.), Avalon: Landscape & Harmony, Ruskin Rowe
Press, 1999.
Within Small's purchase are Nos. 6 & 7 Trentwood Park, and Ross' purchase is
approximately the Ruskin Rowe Conservation Area (with later purchases at the
north-east corner).

Advertisement, Freeman's Journal, 7/5/1881, p.10
Old System Conveyance Book 255 No. 943
3 Old System Mortgage Book 271 No. 998
4 'Death of MR EG Ellis', Freeman's Journal, 22/10/1892, p.15
5 Old System Conveyance Book 850 No. 745
6 State Library of NSW Sydney Suburbs Subdivision Plan A11/11
7 Torrens Dealing 659516
8 Torrens Title Dealing A176365
9 Torrens Title Dealings A176364
10 Torrens Title Dealing A751548
1
2
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Figure 2.2

HERITAGE IMPACT STATEMENT

Detail from the government map of the Parish of Narrabeen, dated 1924.
Depicted is Block 3 of the Southern Subdivision of the Pittwater Estate (in red
line) comprising about 102 acres. The first government road was Central
Road, with Avalon Parade being put through by Small as part of his
development of Avalon Beach

Source: Land and Property Information

Figure 2.3

Block 3 was subdivided by George Crowley and Duncan Joseph McIntyre in
1912

In 1915 the area shaded red was purchased by Small and became his Clareville Estate. The
only cross country road at the time was Central Road and the subdivision plan was premised
on access to it. Avalon Parade came later and was one of Small's development initiatives.
The area shaded brown is approximately that of the Ruskin Rowe subdivision of 1950, which
was sold to Dr Ross in 1921 and resold to Rowe in 1923.
Source: State Library of NSW (Sydney Suburbs Subdivision Plan A11/11)
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HERITAGE IMPACT STATEMENT

TRENTWOOD PARK AREA

Throughout the nineteenth century the northern beaches were remote to
Sydneysiders. The extension of the Sydney electric tram network to Narrabeen was
completed in 1913 and from there, a private bus service provided connection with
the most northern beaches for holidays and day trips.
The beach side settlement at Avalon was the creation of real estate developer
Arthur Jabez Small in the early 1920s. Small (1878-1953) purchased about 35½ acres
of beach fronting land at Avalon in 1918.11 He and his family had holidayed in the
area in 1912, and the beach is said to have been named by Small and that name
was in use by 192112; Avalon being a legendary island in Arthurian legend where
King Arthur's sword was forged. Small built a home for his family in Bellevue Road,
and a general store (demolished) about 1921 situated at the north-east corner of
the junction of Barrenjoey Road and Avalon Parade to supply provisions to
holidaymakers and passing traffic.13 He was instrumental in the establishment of
Avalon Golf Links as a private company in 1924.14 More generally, Small was
president of the New South Wales Town Planning Association and also of the Parks
and Playground movement.15
Small continued to promote the development of Avalon into the 1930s by staged
land releases and by building a small number of retail outlets and holiday
accommodation. The earliest of the land releases was the Clareville Estate, and
later ones included the Ocean Beach Estate, Central Estate, Palmgrove Estate, and
others.16 All of these subdivisions were bundled together as the Avalon Beach
Estate.17

Figure 2.4

Over a few years the developer of Avalon, Arthur Jabez Small, staged a
number of land releases, which were plotted in this plan. Trentwood Park is
located within Lot 51A (circled) of one of these subdivisions, the Clareville
(Deposited Plan 8698)

Source: State Library of NSW (Sydney Suburbs Subdivision Plan A11/10)

11
12
13
14
15
16
17

Torrens Title Dealing B11368
Lawrence, Joan, Pictorial History, Kingsclear Books, 2006, p.8 (Lawrence 2006)
Lawrence 2006, p.8
Lawrence 2006, p.16
Lawrence 2006, p. 10
State Library of NSW Sydney Suburbs Subdivision Plan A11/10
State Library of NSW Sydney Suburbs Subdivision Plan A11/1
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The area of Trentwood Park is within Small's Clareville Estate (includes Deposited Plan
8698) with Nos. 6 and 7 Trentwood Park being within Lot 51A of Deposited Plan 8698.
This allotment together with part Lot 48, being a total area of about 8 acres, were
conveyed by Small to Dr Bouverie Anderson Stuart in 1945.18 Dr Stuart (1899-1993)
was a son of Sir Thomas Peter Anderson Stuart, the founder of the University of
Sydney medical school, and a consultant radiologist.19 Stuart probably used the
place as a weekender, although no specific details are known.
In 1952 Dr Stuart conveyed the land to a consortium of land speculators,20 who
subdivided the eight acres to form five allotments in Deposited Plan 24762. These
were largish lots in being about 1½ acres each.
In that subdivision of 1953, the sites of No. 6 & 7 Trentwood Park were within Lots 3 &
4, which were sold to Mrs Mabel Violet MacFarlane in 195321 and retained by her
until 1956-1961.

Figure 2.5.

Plan of re-subdivision of Lot 51A in Deposited Plan 8698 undertaken in 1953
to form five building blocks in Deposited Plan 24762. No. 6 Trentwood Park is
located within Lot 4 (circled green), and No. 7 Trentwood Park is located
within Lot 3 (circled red)

Source: Land and Property Information (DP24762)

18
19
20
21

Torrens Title Dealing D402431
https://members.racp.edu.au/page/library/college-roll/college-roll
Torrens Title Dealing F599460
Torrens Title Dealing F882456
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HERITAGE IMPACT STATEMENT

NO. 6 TRENTWOOD PARK (HOGBIN HOUSE)

In 1956 a minor adjustment of the boundary between Lot 3 and Lot 4 was
undertaken by Mrs MacFarlane, and the redefined Lot 4 (now Lot 4A in DP202857)
was conveyed to Miss Ida Jean Avison.22 The land area was about one acre.
Miss Avison (born in 1909 at Kurri Kurri) evidently was in a defacto relationship at the
time with Victor Arthur Hogbin, whom she married in 1965.23 Hogbin (1903-1977) was
a son of Alfred Thomas Hogbin (1865-1932), founder of the printers Hogbin, Coker
Ltd, specialists in legal text books.24
In 1958 architect Harry Seidler completed the design of the residence at No. 6
Trentwood Park, with the client being Mr VA Hogbin,25 although Miss Avison owned
the land and continued to do so until 1973. The so-called Hogbin House is written-up
in Harry Seidler's Houses and Interiors (2003).
Harry Seidler was born in Austria in 1923, and arrived in Australia in 1948 from the
United States. He studied in America under Walter Gropius and Marcel Breuer, two
stalwarts of Modernism, and subsequently worked with Breuer in New York, and also
briefly with Oscar Niemeyer in Rio de Janeiro. Seidler is recognised as one of
Australia’s leading architects of the Modernist movement and made a major
contribution to the architecture of Sydney in his designs of residential and
commercial buildings that introduced new ideas and construction techniques. He
was a founding member of the Australian Architecture Association. In 1984 he
became the first Australian to be elected a member of the Academie
d'Architecture, Paris, and in 1987 was made a Companion of the Order of Australia.
Over the years Seidler was also awarded five Sulman Medals by the Royal Australian
Institute of Architects, as well as the RAIA Gold Medal in 1976, and the Royal Gold
Medal by the Royal Institute of British Architects in 1996. Seidler died in 2006.
The Hogbin House is one of a number of Modernist style houses designed by Seidler.
His first house is the celebrated Rose Seidler House at Turramurra built in 1948 for his
parents and now owned by the Historic Houses Trust. Over the 1950s Seidler
completed a series of private house commissions across Sydney that are
characterised by their detailing, quality workmanship, landscaped setting, and plan
form with living and sleeping areas separated. The setting of the house, usually
within natural bushland or on the harbour/river foreshore and often on steep slopes,
was emphasised in the rational planning with the main rooms orientated to take full
advantage of views. Many of Seidler’s houses are raised entirely or partly high off
the ground with a supporting masonry substructure and columns.
In 1973 the property was conveyed by the Hogbins to AB Lincoln Real Estate Pty
Ltd.26 The company subdivided the land holding to form three lots in Deposited Plan
565776, with the house being within Lot 3 and with a land area about 50% less than
before.

22
23
24
25
26

Torrens Title Dealing G896231
NSW Birth, Death, Marriage Indexes
'Mr AT Hogbin', Sydney Morning Herald, 5/11/1932, p.17
State Library of NSW PXD 613 Tube 21
Torrens Title Dealing N358742
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Figure 2.6

HERITAGE IMPACT STATEMENT

The floor plan of the Hogbin House of 1958

Source: Harry Seidler, Houses and Interiors 1, Images Publishing Group, 2003

Figure 2.7

The northeast facing elevation of the Hogbin House of 1958. Nestled in a
modified natural bushland setting, the bold lines of the house spoiled to
some degree by the television aerial

Source: Harry Seidler, Houses and Interiors 1, Images Publishing Group, 2003
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Figure 2.8

HERITAGE IMPACT STATEMENT

The reduced (and existing) land holding associated with the Hogbin House
following subdivision in 1973.

Source: Land and Property Information (DP565776)

2.5

NO. 7 TRENTWOOD PARK

The balance of Lot 3 in Deposited Plan 24762 (with an area of about 1½ acres) was
re-subdivided by Mrs MacFarlane in 1961 in Deposited Plan 202857 and Lot 3 was
conveyed to Mrs Joan Ida Halstead in 1961.27 In the following year the property was
re-conveyed to articled law clerk Robert Gilbert McLeod Friend.28 Friend (1939-2012)
probably had the house built about 1962, and was owned by him until 1977.

Figure 2.9

No 7 Trentwood Park is Lot 1 in this subdivision of 1961

Source: Land and Property Information (DP202857)

27
28

Torrens Title Dealing H791478
Torrens Title Dealing J58967
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HERITAGE IMPACT STATEMENT

RUSKIN ROWE CONSERVATION AREA

In 1923 the architect Harry Ruskin Rowe purchased Dr Chisholm Ross' land discussed
above.29 The purchase of about 39 acres included a cottage, which he improved
and named The Cabbage Trees (now Pear Tree Cottage).30 It was a weekend or
hobby farm for Rowe and his family.31
Rowe (1884-1956) was the son of Thomas Rowe (1829-1899), one of the most
prominent architects in Sydney in the late Victorian era. Harry Rowe was articled to
his father's practice, and set up his own practice in 1911 in partnership with the older
Herbert Ernest Ross (1868-1937) (evidently no relation of Dr Chisholm Ross32). The
partnership of Ross and Rowe designed many of Sydney's best buildings in the 1910s
and 1920s (the former Government Savings Bank in Martin Place (now
Commonwealth Bank) being one example)) and it was only the Great Depression
that put an end to it.
In the early 1940s Rowe bought additional land to the northeast of his purchase of
1923 to provide better road access to Avalon Parade.33 In 1950 Rowe subdivided his
hobby farm for housing (in Deposited Plan 22361). Over 40 blocks of between one
and two acres were formed, all fronting Ruskin Rowe, which necessitated battle-axe
blocks in some instances. Ruskin's weekend cottage is located on Lot 9. The
subdivision included building covenants (not unusual).
At first the subdivision attracted owners wanting to build cheaply and/or were
attracted to the bushland setting. Much of the Pittwater peninsula seems to have
experienced unprecedented development in the mid 1970s and at Ruskin Rowe
there was pressure for subdivision.34 Local opposition to subdivision commenced in
the mid 1970s and culminated in 1995 when the subdivision was gazetted in the
Local Environmental Plan. A little earlier, in 1994, consultants Scott Carver had
assessed the heritage values of the precinct.35

29
30
31
32
33
34
35

Torrens Title Dealing A989788
Roberts, Jan (ed.), Avalon: landscape & harmony, Ruskin Rowe Press, 1999, p.19 (Roberts 1999)
Roberts 1999, p.21
'Obituary. Dr Chisholm Ross', Sydney Morning Herald, 9/10/1934, p.15
i.e. Lot 70 in DP 8698 purchased in 1941 (Torrens Dealing D98329)
Roberts 1999, p.73
Roberts 1999, p.75
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Figure 2.10

HERITAGE IMPACT STATEMENT

The subdivision (Deposited Plan 2236) of Ruskin Rowe of 1950

Source: Roberts, Jan (ed.), Avalon: Landscape & Harmony, Ruskin Rowe Press, 1999
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3.0

HERITAGE IMPACT STATEMENT

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

An inspection of the property and environs was carried out by John Oultram in April
2016.
3.1

7 TRENTWOOD PARK

The subject site is a large, irregular lot set on the south and east-facing slope of the
land above Trentwood Park and the Ruskin Rowe Conservation Area. The site is
heavily treed with extensive shrub plantings and has been partly terraced for the
house site and parking areas.
The site is accessed by a long, concrete drive that follows the slope of the hill. At the
mid point is a small, level of area of grass with a steep bank to the north.
At the top of the drive is a level area containing the house, a two storey, late
Twentieth Century house in the Sydney School style. The house is split-level and
faces east and north. At the head of the drive is a single storey garage in brick and
timber cladding that is cut into the slope. The main entrance is to the south through
a covered passage and there are brick and stone flagged terraces to the east and
north with a terrace at the upper level off the master bedroom.
The house has a split level plan with the major rooms, a bedroom, bathroom and
kitchen at the lower level with a stair off a central hall to a master suite at the upper
level that sits on the higher ground to the west. The major rooms face east and
north with extensive glazing. The upper bedroom faces north.
The house has all the hallmarks of the Sydney School and is in brick, uncoursed
sandstone, and timber cladding. Internally the house has timber floors and ceilings
at the rake with plasterboard walls. There are extensive areas of stonework to the
living/dining room with an open fireplace that repeats on the northern terrace. The
living area has full height windows and doors to the terraces.
To the east, is a later, timber deck on timber columns and there are brick and stone
paths that lead to a drying area with stone steps to the upper terrace.
The house is closely set into the treed landscape and there are informal paths to the
upper levels of the site that has been partly cleared and has two potting shed
structures, now in derelict condition.
There are several houses to the west and north that can be seen through the trees
and that project over the site levels with timber or concrete decks. To the east is a
large, two storey house that fronts Trentwood Park with a double carport to the
street.
3.2

ENVIRONS

Trentwood Park is lined with a mix of single and two storey, late Twentieth Century
houses of varying designs.
Along the southern side of the drive are two houses, 22A Ruskin Rowe and 6
Trentwood Park. The former is a rather undistinguished, two storey, late Twentieth
Century house with curved elevations that is set on a large, landscaped site that has
been partly cleared of trees.

JOHN OULTRAM HERITAGE & DESIGN
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6 Trentwood Park is an interesting, three storey, late Twentieth Century house in
concrete and painted brick with a very unsympathetic upper floor in vertical
boards. The main level is set over an undercroft with an inset, parking bay. The
house has a gridded façade with inset glazing to the south elevation and the main
entrance is to the west with a long ramp with a stone flank wall. The rear elevation
facing the subject site has limited windows in a horizontal format. The site is partly
open but retains many mature trees.
Views to both houses from the subject site are heavily obscured by the extensive
plantings along the drive.
To the south of the site is Ruskin Rowe, a development of largely two storey, late
Twentieth Century house set on very large lots some heavily landscaped with native
trees and shrubs.
Figures 3.2 – 3.10

Figure 3.1

Site Plan

Source: Adam Clerke Surveyors Pty Limited Drawing 11713 dated September 2013
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Figure 3.2 7 Trentwood Park, Avalon
Main entry/south elevation

Figure 3.3 7 Trentwood Park, Avalon
North elevation

Figure 3.4 7 Trentwood Park, Avalon
Garage
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Figure 3.5 7 Trentwood Park, Avalon
Living room

Figure 3.6 7 Trentwood Park, Avalon
View to the house from the drive

Figure 3.7 7 Trentwood Park, Avalon
View looking east along the drive
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Figure 3.8 7 Trentwood Park, Avalon
Partly cleared area to the west

Figure 3.9 7 Trentwood Park, Avalon
Terrace and cleared area to the east

Figure 3.10 7 Trentwood Park, Avalon
Site entry at Trentwood Park
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4.0

HERITAGE LISTINGS & CONTROLS

4.1

NATIONAL TRUST

HERITAGE IMPACT STATEMENT

The property is not classified on the Register of the National Trust of Australia (NSW).
4.2

HERITAGE DIVISION OF THE NSW OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENT & HERITAGE

State Heritage Register
Under the Heritage Act 1977 (as amended) the Heritage Division of the NSW Office
of Environment and Heritage administers and maintains the State Heritage Register
(SHR), a register of items and places that are considered to have heritage
significance at a state level. The subject property is not listed on the Register.
State Heritage Inventory
The Heritage Division also compiles the State Heritage Inventory, a collated
database of all places listed on statutory heritage lists, including Local Environmental
Plans. The subject property is not listed on the Inventory.
4.3

LOCAL AUTHORITY

The local authority for the area is Pittwater Council. The property is not listed as a
heritage item in Schedule 5 Part 1 of the Pittwater Local Environment Plan 2014 (as
amended) (LEP) and is not within a conservation area.
The property is in the vicinity of a heritage conservation area:
REF
C5

ITEM
Ruskin Rowe Heritage Conservation Area

ADDRESS

RANKING
Local

Development would be the subject heritage provisions in the LEP relating to
development in the vicinity of a conservation area.

7 TRENTWOOD PARK

Figure 4.1

Pittwater Local Environmental Plan 2014 Heritage Map HER_016
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5.0

DISCUSSION OF SIGNIFICANCE

5.1

7 TRENTWOOD PARK

5.1.1

Historic Significance

HERITAGE IMPACT STATEMENT

7 Trentwood Park is an example of a two storey, late Twentieth Century house that
appears to have been built c. 1962 for Robert Gilbert Friend, an articled law clerk.
Friend had purchased the site in the same year with his wife, Vera.
The site was originally part of the Clarevile Estate that was subdivided by Arthur
Jabez Small in about 1923. Small was instrumental in the development of Avalon
having purchased a large portion of land there in 1918 that he subdivided as various
estates.
Small sold the area around the subject site to Dr. Bouverie Anderson in 1945 who
then on-sold the property to a consortium of developers. The land was resubdivided into large lots. Lots 3 and 4 were purchased by Mrs Mable MacFarlane in
1953 but not developed. The subject house is on Lot 3 that was a more regular site
that included the land now occupied by the two houses fronting Trentwood Park
that were subdivided by Mrs McFarlane in 1961.
The place is most closely associated with Robert Gilbert McLeod Friend (1939-2012)
who built the house and who appears to have lived there till 1977. Little is known of
Friend though there is a 2012 reference to someone of that name as a Director of
Croftmore Pty Limited of Nerang in Queensland36. The company traded as the
Orchid Academy that would suggest that they were involved in horticulture and
orchid growing, a little different from his law days. Friend died at Southport in
Queensland in 2012.
The association with Arthur Jabez Small would cover a large part of the area.
5.2

AESTHETIC SIGNIFICANCE

The house is an example of a two storey, late Twentieth Century building in the
Sydney School style. The style was a response to what were perceived as the cold,
hard lines of the Modernist or International style and provided for a more locally
based response to the natural environment and topography that Sydney afforded,
particularly in its bushland, outer suburbs,
The style looked to a more sympathetic response to the natural environment and a
simpler use of natural or traditional materials such as stone, wood and brick. The
style adopted modern design approaches using unconventional planning, split
levels and wide areas of glazing to take advantage of views or adjoining bush
settings and allow the interiors to flow readily to the outside.
The style was popularised by architect as such as Sydney Ancher, Bruce Rickard,
Peter Johnson, Ken Woolley and Doug McKay and was a popular idiom for houses in
the bushland areas to Sydney’s north including the northern beaches.
The architect for the house is not known though it has some similarities with the work
of Bruce Rickard37 who worked in the northern beaches and was active at the time
of construction. This is purely conjecture and there were many architects working in
the style at that time.

36
37

RTO Report website
The house is not listed by the AIA as being a known work
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The house has a very relaxed and attractive style with a simple plan that took
advantage of the site levels separating the living accommodation from the master
bedrooms with outdoors areas to both. The house is orientated to the north and
east to take advantage of the aspect and views and is nestled into the slope that
integrates it into the site.
The house appears reasonably intact though the owner notes that the garage is a
later addition.
The site is part of the former bushland setting to Avalon that provides the distinctive,
green, hillside backdrop to the development on the lower slopes and in the
township.
5.3

SOCIAL

The place is unlikely to have special associations for any particular group though the
style of house is well regarded,
5.4

TECHNICAL SCIENTIFIC

There do not appear to have been any previous buildings on the site and the
archaeological potential of the site is low. The house is a well detailed example of
the style but its non-appearance in journals and listings would suggest that it is not a
seminal work and the style was well established by its date of construction.
5.4.1

Assessment of Significance

Based on the above we consider that the property would not meet any of the
Heritage Division criteria for identification as a place of local significance.
5.5

6 TRENTWOOD PARK

6 Trentwood Park (the Hogbin House) was built in 1958 for Mr VA Hogbin to the
design of the well-known architect, Harry Seidler. Hogbin was in a de-facto
relationship with Miss Ida Avison who owned the land.
The house was typical of Seidler’s work at the time with gridded elevations over an
undercroft, a long entrance ramp and a projecting balcony facing south. The
house has been horribly altered with the addition of a second floor that has no
relationship with the well-articulated lower elevations and the dramatic projecting
terrace has been removed. The house would no longer be considered a good
example of his work.
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1958
Figure 5.1

5.6

HERITAGE IMPACT STATEMENT

2016

6 Trentwood Park

RUSKIN ROWE HERITAGE CONSERVATION AREA

The State Heritage Inventory Listing sheet for the conservation area contains a
statement of significance:
Ruskin Rowe is significant in the evolution and pattern of the history of New South
Wales. The street is named after the man that subdivided the area in 1950, Mr Harry
Ruskin Rowe, a prominent Sydney Architect. The area represents the most "pure"
example of the character of residential developments which were occuring in the
Avalon area after WW2. Ruskin Rowe is also scientifically signifiant (sic) due to the
low density nature of the area and the retention of a wide range of fauna, including
koalas, bandicoots and native birds
The area is characterised by its low density, large lots and low-key treatment of the
road that gives a very relaxed, suburban nature to the area. The area has been
cleared to a greater extent that the area to the north along Trentwood Park and
many of the houses have large lawn areas though there are extensive stands of
native bushland and a small stream runs through the northern section of the area.
The architectural pattern is very mixed and the houses are largely undistinguished38
and do not respond to their former bushland setting in the manner of the house at 7
Trentwood Park.

38

20A Ruskin Rowe that abuts the drive to the site is an example of this
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PROPOSED SUBDIVISON

The owner would like to subdivide the site into three lots. The proposal is shown on
Drawing No. 11713A_5 dated May 2015 and prepared by Adam Clerke Surveyors Pty
Limited.
The site is to be divided with a lot along the drive, the house lot and a lot to the
upper, western slope. Indicative building locations have been shown on the
drawing.

7.0

IMPACT OF THE PROPOSED SUBDIVISION

7.1

GENERALLY

7 Trentwood Park is a very large, bush lot set on the southern slopes of one of the hills
overlooking the Avalon township. The area was first subdivided in 1923 as the
Clareville Estate and subdivided into its current lots in 1952. The area did not have
overtones of the Ruskin Rowe Estate that was planned to provide a certain
development outcome of low-key development on large lots. Some of the lots
there were divided as battle-axe blocks and the area has a less dense tree cover
than the subject site.
The subject site was one of the largest lots and was later subdivided to provide two
additional lots at the road (that have since been developed). The remaining lot
contains a single house that is not large by contemporary standards and is closely
nestled into the bushland site.

Figure 7.1

Current plan of the area

The subject site remains the largest lot in the area where a large number of smaller subdivisions
can be seen
Source: Google Maps
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In terms of scale, the site is clearly capable of further subdivision and follows the
pattern of the smaller lots that have been developed in the area39. Its topography
and landscape provide for ease of separation (both physical and visual).
7.2

USE

The place was intended as a residential lot since its first division and the proposal will
continue this. The proposed use is not inappropriate in heritage terms.
7.3

SUBDIVISION PATTERN AND DRIVE

The site does not afford many options for subdivision in terms of the pattern but the
proposed alignments provide a sensible layout that divide the current lot into three
with a lower lot, a larger lot to the existing house and a large lot on the western
slope.
The subdivision does not require an additional driveway and the current driveway
will be extended to suit the new lot to the west.
The drive requires the demolition of the garage that is a utilitarian structure though
sympathetic in placement and form to the main house. Its removal will have little
impact on the presentation of the house that has a covered access passage to this
side and the garage is separated from it.
The lower building lot is set into the area but has been positioned to limit tree loss.
7.4

IMPACT ON THE SUBJECT HOUSE

The current house is a good example of its type and is reasonably intact. In
immediate terms, the subdivision will not impact on the setting of the house and the
longer-term development allows for the placement of new buildings well away from
the house and in locations that will allow visual separation due to the topography
and extensive plantings.
The house faces east and north and there is little visual connection between the
house and the lot to the west, from where only the main roofs are apparent. Any
house to the east will be strongly separated by the extensive plantings between.
The house has terraces close to but views from these are to the east and north and
are limited by the extensive vegetation and any new buildings in the locations
suggested will not visually overwhelm these outdoor areas.
The existing house clearly demonstrates how sympathetic development can be
accommodated onto the site.

39

Interestingly the lot to 7 Trentwood Park was subdivided into three in the same manner
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HERITAGE IMPACT STATEMENT

Pole and concrete structures above the western part of the site

We consider that the proposal is unlikely to impact detrimentally on the subject
house as it allows for a more than adequate lot (curtilage) around it and is capable
of retaining the extensive tree cover.
7.5

LANDSCAPING AND TREES

The house provides for a green backdrop to the levels below to the south and a
wooded hillside setting to the township. The removal of trees to the selected
building lots is addressed in the arborist’s report on the proposal and a minimum will
be removed to retain the important, bushland characteristics of the site.
The upper lot has a partly cleared area to the centre (with some trees in poor
condition) that provides a sensible house location without undue tree removal.
Provided that tree removal is limited, we consider that the proposal is capable of
maintaining the current landscape qualities of the site.
7.6

IMPACT ON THE HOGBIN HOUSE

The Hogbin house is not quite the house Seidler designed and the later additions
and alterations are very unsympathetic. The house turns its back on the subject site
as it faces south and its rear elevation is quite plain and dominated by the timberclad addition at the upper level.
The current drive is very well landscaped providing a dense screen to the house and
the proposal will not impact on the setting of the house that is largely to the south.
7.7

IMPACT ON THE RUSKIN ROWE CONSERVATION AREA

The subject site touches the conservation area boundary at a narrow point along
the drive but provides a bushland hillside setting to the area. It should be noted that
the retention of this would not necessarily have been an aim of Rowe as the land
was outside of his ownership and, perversely, the conservation area has a much
greater degree of clearance.
This is apparent in the house closest to the subject area, an undistinguished, modern
house that has open lawns with the major tree screening to the lower slopes and
along the subject drive.
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HERITAGE IMPACT STATEMENT

House to the south (22A Ruskin Rowe) in the conservation area and view
from Ruskin Rowe looking north

The subject house cannot be seen from Ruskin Rowe as the lots here are very deep,
or battle-axe blocks, and views are obscured by the extensive tree cover. The
same would apply to any development on the subject site and we consider that the
proposal will have a negligible impact on the conservation area provided that tree
removal is kept to a minimum.
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8.0

SUMMARY & RECOMMENDATIONS

8.1

SUMMARY

HERITAGE IMPACT STATEMENT

Overall we consider that there are no heritage considerations that would preclude
the proposal proceeding and that the subdivision does not seek to overdevelop the
site. The lots sizes remain generous and in line with the general pattern of the area
and previous divisions.
The central lot provides a good curtilage to the existing house that will maintain its
setting and pay due regard to its orientation, aspect and outdoor areas.
The proposal is unlikely to have any impact on the conservation area provided that
tree removal is limited and the scale of the house lots is not large.
In heritage terms, we would recommend that the proposals be approved.
8.2

RECOMMENDATIONS

8.2.1

Trees

Future building works retain the maximum amount of trees in the selected building
lots to maintain the important tree canopy on the southern slope.

JOHN OULTRAM
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HERITAGE IMPACT STATEMENT

APPENDIX A – OWNERS 1912 – 1980S

Auto Folio 1/202857 (7 Trentwood) (Source: Land and Property Information)
Year

Owner

1833

31st August
CROWN GRANT
Parish of Narrabeen
John Joseph Therry
Prior titles not searched
1912

1915

1915

1923

1945

1946

1952

1952

1953
1953

5th June
CERTIFICATE OF TITLE Vol. 2258 Fol. 171
Block 3 in South Subdivision, Pittwater Estate
100 acres 1 rood 38¼ perches
George Cowley, Drummoyne, assurance manager
12th May
Dealing A176365 Transfer of part
Arthur Jabez Small
14th August
CERTIFICATE OF TITLE Vol. 2597 Fol. 126
Part Block 3 in South Subdivision, Pittwater Estate
60 acres 3 roods 30¾ perches
Arthur Jabez Small
12th October
CERTIFICATE OF TITLE Vol. 3513 Fol. 190
Lots in Deposited Plan 8698
Arthur Jabez Small, Hornsby, business manager
2nd August
Dealing D402431 Transfer of part
Bouverie Anderson Stuart
10th January
CERTIFICATE OF TITLE Vol. 5543 Fol. 112
Part Lot 48 and Lot 51A in Deposited Plan 8698
8 acres 8½ perches
Dr Bouverie Anderson Stuart, Sydney, medical practitioner
9th January
Dealing F599460 Transfer
Arthur Bayly Gurney, Mary Florence Cameron, Phillip Wallis, Frederick William Johns
27th March
CERTIFICATE OF TITLE Vol. 6471 Fols. 81-84
Part Lot 48 and Lot 51A in Deposited Plan 8698
8 acres 8½ perches
Arthur Bayly Gurney, Sydney, company director
Mary Florence Cameron, wife of Keith Cameron
Phillip Wallis, Sydney, registered surveyor
Frederick William Johns, Bellevue Hill, company director
Subdivision in Deposited Plan 24762
12th June
Dealing F882456 Transfer of Lots 3 & 4 in Deposited Plan 24762
Mary Florence Cameron

JOHN OULTRAM HERITAGE & DESIGN

28

7 TRENTWOOD PARK, AVALON

Year

HERITAGE IMPACT STATEMENT

Owner

1953

23rd July
CERTIFICATE OF TITLE Vol. 6694 Fol. 28
Lots 3 & 4 in Deposited Plan 24762
2 acres 3 roods 4 ½ perches
Mary Florence Cameron, wife of Keith Cameron, Woollahra, company director
1956
31st October
Dealing G612004 Transfer
Mabel Violet MacFarlane, Avalon widow
1958
20th January
Dealing G896231 Transfer of part
Lot 4A in Dealing G89231 (now No. 6 Trentwood)
Ida Jean Avison, Cammeray, spinster
1961
2nd November
CERTIFICATE OF TITLE Vol. 9047 Fol. 161 (1st edition)
Lot 1 in Deposited Plan 202857
1 acre 1 rood 14 perches
Mabel Violet MacFarlane, Avalon, widow
1961
11th May
Dealing H791478 Transfer
Joan Ida Halstead, wife of John Riddle Halstead, Double Bay, technical services
manager
1962
16th May
Dealing J58967 Transfer
Robert Gilbert McLeod Friend, Sydney, articled law clerk, and wife Vera
1977
29th August
CERTIFICATE OF TITLE Vol. 9047 Fol. 161
Lot 1 in Deposited Plan 202857
5413m2 (1 acre 1 rood 14 perches)
Robert Gilbert McLeod Friend, Avalon Beach, solicitor, and wife Vera
1985
12th November
Dealing W26228 Transfer
Michael Alexander Broughton and Heather Broughton
Dealings in Auto Folio 1/202857 not searched
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