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SUBMISSION TO DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND INDUSTRY ON DISCUSSION PAPER 
FOR LOCAL CHARACTER AND PLACE  

 

General Comments 

Council acknowledges the Department’s release of Local Character and Place Guidelines (the 
Guidelines) in February 2019, and responds in this submission to the Discussion Paper – Local 
Character Overlays (the Discussion Paper) released with the Guidelines.  

As the deadline for submissions on the Discussion Paper was 20 May 2019, an extension of time 
was granted to enable reporting the matter to Council.  

Council supports the Department’s recent release of the Guidelines as a useful resource for 
stakeholders involved in shaping the local character of an area. These Guidelines will assist 
communities and governments to understand and define existing valued elements of character and 
to set a desired future character that aligns with the strategic land use directions for the Northern 
Beaches. 

Council supports the Department’s publication of a standard Local Character Overlay for use by 
councils in the preparation of future LEPs. This approach will ensure that character assessment is 
given the same legal weight as other planning matters in the development application process. It 
also establishes the legal mechanism to seek exemption or exclusion from certain State Policies 
subject to appropriate justification. 

Council considers that the application of such a planning tool must however recognise the 
complexity of defining character. Identifying the character of an area requires consideration of 
many different facets, some of which are intangible. 

The issue of a statement of consistency lodged as part of the assessment of a development 
application cannot ensure that a development is consistent with the desired future character of an 
area and retain those aspects of a place that are valued. Consistency with a local character 
statement is the starting point in the preparation, design and assessment of any proposed 
development each with its unique combination of site-specific elements and local context. The 
overlay mechanism should not be used to circumvent merit based site assessment of detailed 
social, environmental and economic impacts pertaining to an individual development. 

 

Responses to Key Questions raised in the Discussion Paper 

Will the standard approach to local character overlays in the LEPs effectively balance growth with 
supporting local character? 

In considering an effective balance of future growth with the need to support local character, 
Council prefers a broader reference to ‘change’ as being more appropriate than ‘growth’. The 
desired future character of a place may involve change, but not necessarily growth in size or 
population. A place attributed a characterisation of ‘change’ may involve shifts in how people live, 
work and recreate which may redefine the character of an area but may not involve growth in the 
population of the place due to environmental, social or economic constraints. Similarly, where the 
desired future character of a place is characterised as ‘maintain’, some well-managed and 
controlled growth could still be achieved. 

Council submits that effective growth in social and economic prosperity occurs through a 
community-led understanding of the character of local places, that is, what is valued into the future. 
A full understanding of local character will set and prioritise the desired future character of local 
places which may be categorised as either ‘change’, ‘enhance’ or ‘maintain’ (Local Character and 
Place Guidelines, DPE p.30). When the desired future character of a place is ‘change’ or perhaps 
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even ‘enhance’ some opportunity may exist to effectively balance growth; but such opportunities 
would be more limited for places where the desired future character is ‘maintain’.   

While Council supports the use of overlays to articulate the local character of place, the use of 
these overlays to balance where growth may occur is too simplistic and potentially ineffective. 
‘Growth’ and ‘change’ are not synonymous.  

In terms of the proposed function of a local character overlay, are these functions helpful; and are 
there any other functions to consider? 

The general function of identifying certain areas on an LEP or DCP map for any number of 
purposes is a well-used tool to allow consideration of matters for special “places” in addition to the 
requirements of standard instrument zones.  

Tables 1 and 2 of this submission list the range of LEPs and DCPs across the Northern Beaches in 
which map layers define areas associated with an LEP clause and/or DCP guidelines. These 
overlays do in some instances identify certain character areas with associated guidelines to 
particularly support that character (e.g. Pittwater DCP Section A4 (Character Statement) and 
Section D (Locality Specific Controls).  

However many other mapped areas with associated provisions exist across Northern Beaches 
Plans for places, areas, precincts or the like with associated standards, considerations or 
guidelines dealing with particular elements or attributes that go towards characterising a place. For 
example, LEP Key Sites Maps identify numerous sites including St Patricks Estate (Manly LEP 
cl.6.9), Dee Why Town Centre (Warringah LEP Part 7) or Warriewood Valley Release Area 
(Pittwater LEP cl.6.1) which all provide significant provisions including accompanying DCPs, which 
shape the future character of these local places. 

The proposed function of an LEP map overlay with an accompanying LEP clause may be the most 
appropriate means of drafting site-specific requirements, controls and/or statements addressing 
consistency with the desired future character of a place.  

Council supports the proposed function of LEP mapping to identify areas where state-wide policy is 
varied or excluded. Such variations and exclusions would also require amendment to state-wide 
policy such as SEPPs to enable the LEP to either vary or exclude the SEPP. Council recognises 
that a full understanding of the local character of a place may warrant variations and exclusions 
from policy that applies on a state-wide basis having regard to strategically determined local 
contexts. 

The proposed function of the LEP to require applicants to comply with DCP controls for 
development in a character area appears to confuse the respective roles of LEPs and DCPs. It is 
not clear that an LEP provision can require compliance with a DCP. The statutory relationship 
between an LEP (as an environmental planning instrument) and the DCP is defined in legislation 
(Section 3.43 EP&A Act 1979). Where a DCP provides guidance in relation to any of these 
matters, compliance with the DCP should be considered regardless of whether the development is 
in a character area or not.  

What are your thoughts on a ‘statement of consistency’ for development applications to identify a 
proposal’s consistency with desired future character? 

All DA applicants are already required to submit a Statement of Environmental Effect, which 
demonstrates consideration of relevant plans and policies. For example, in relation to residential 
development, Manly DCP 3.1.1 states ‘ Development should recognise predominant streetscape 
qualities, such as building form, scale, patterns, materials and colours and vegetation which 
contributes to the character of the local area.’ More generally, Pittwater DCP A1.7 requires that 
‘before granting development consent, Council must be satisfied that the development is consistent 
with … the desired character of the Locality...’. 

Council supports the continued use of Statements of Environmental Effect, which address 
environmental impacts of the development, measures taken to protect the environment and other 
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matters prescribed (Schedule 1(4) Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 1979). In 
this regard, such matters should also indicate that a development is consistent with the desired 
future character of an area. The ‘statement of consistency’ could be included in the Statement of 
Environmental Effect. 

Does Council anticipate introducing a local character overlay into the LEP? Can Council provide 
details of any potential overlays to assist with developing the policy? 

There are numerous examples in Council’s LEPs and DCPs in which map layers define areas 
associated with and LEP clause and/or DCP guidelines. 

Council would consider the use of local character overlays in the preparation of the new Northern 
Beaches LEP. 

Do you think the right approach is a map layer within the SI LEP with a supporting standard 
optional clause to give weight to local character considerations? 

Yes, Council would consider this an appropriate approach.  

Are the proposed criteria for determining and evaluating a proposed local character overlay 
reasonable? 

Yes, this proposed guidance helpfully supplements existing Guidelines for Preparing Planning 
Proposals. In terms of the stated criteria for ‘Alignment to the strategic context’ Council queries the 
need to consider ‘has residential, commercial and industrial land supply been sufficiently planned 
for’ as such land supply targets do not necessarily inform the character of a place.  Furthermore, 
reference in this part to ‘where a downzoning is being considered’ may require further clarity to 
distinguish between LEP Zoning mechanisms and the proposed Overlay mechanism. In general, 
Council suggests such further guidance may include some best practice or Model clauses as 
example clauses for consideration. 

Are the proposed criteria for determining a local character variation or exclusion appropriate? 

Yes, this proposed guidance is helpful in better articulating where the Department may provide for 
variations or exclusions from its relevant policy with particular regard to Complying Development.  
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Table 1: LEP Local Provisions involving mapping overlays 

LEP Provisions Mapping details  Purpose Character element 

All LEPs  

Clause 6.1 Acid 
sulphate soils and 
LEP Acid Sulphate 
Soil Map 

LEP mapping defines 
areas with acid 
sulphate soils and the 
associated level of 
risk 

 

To manage acid 
sulphate soil and 
adverse impacts 
associated with areas 
identified on map 
overlays.  

Environmental – 
geological feature in 
terms of the 
topography of the land 
with a relationship to 
development, 
particularly 
earthworks 

All LEPs  

Clause 6.3/7.3 Flood 
planning and DCP 
Mapping of Flood 
Prone land  

 

DCP mapping defines 
land as identified in 
the LEP as being ‘at 
or below the flood 
planning level’ and  
the associated level of 
risk 

To minimise flood risk; 
ensure development 
is commensurate with 
risk and avoid 
adverse impacts 
associated with 
mapping overlays for 
flood prone land  

Low-lying special 
geography with 
environmental 
features and flooding 
risk. Also economic 
elements, safety and 
special building 
constraints associated 
with flood risk.   

Manly and Pittwater 
LEPs  

Clause 6.5/7.6   
Biodiversity and LEP 
Biodiversity Map () 

LEP mapping defines 
areas of native fauna 
and flora and their 
habitat requiring 
protection and 
conservation including 
ecological processes 
necessary for their 
continued existence  

To provide a range of 
additional statutory 
considerations and 
requirements to 
satisfy in determining 
DAs for certain areas 
identified on map 
overlays. 

Environmental - native 
fauna and flora and 
their habitats. Also 
characterised by 
important ecological 
processes over the 
land necessary for 
their. continued 
existence 

Pittwater and 
Warringah LEPs  

Clause 7.5 Coastal 
risk planning and 
Coastal Risk Planning 
Map (Pittwater LEP) & 
Clause 6.5 Coastline 
hazards and LEP 
Coastline Hazard Map 
(Warringah LEP) 

LEP mapping defines 
areas of coastal risk 
including the 
protection of areas for 
public recreation and 
amenity. 

To provide a range of 
additional statutory 
considerations and 
requirements to 
satisfy in determining 
DAs for certain areas 
identified on map 
overlays. 

Environmental – 
Particular coastal 
areas subject of 
coastal hazards 
including wave 
inundation, coastal 
erosion/wave 
inundation, or 
bluff/cliff instability. 

Manly LEP  

Clause 6.6  Riparian 
land and 
watercourses and 
LEP Watercourse 
Map  

LEP mapping defines 
local watercourses 
and riparian land in 
the vicinity (40m to 
the top of the bank) 
requiring protection 
and maintenance. 

To provide a range of 
additional statutory 
provisions to protect 
and maintain water 
quality, watercourse 
stability, habitats and 
ecological processes 
within watercourses 
and riparian areas in 
DA assessment.  

Environmental - 
Riparian land and 
watercourses 
including aquatic and 
riparian habitats. Also 
characterised by 
important ecological 
processes within 
watercourses and 
riparian areas. 
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Manly LEP  

Clause 6.7 Wetlands 
and LEP Wetlands 
Map  

The LEP maps define 
areas of wetlands 
identified and 
requiring preservation 
and protection from 
the impacts of 
development. 

To provide a range of 
additional statutory 
considerations and 
requirements to 
satisfy in determining 
DAs for certain areas 
identified on map 
overlays. 

Environmental - 
Wetlands to be 
preserved and 
protected with regard 
to the condition and 
significance of the 
native fauna, habitats 
for indigenous and 
migratory species, 
and surface and 
groundwater 
characteristics of the 
land (water quality, 
natural water flows 
and salinity). 

Manly LEP  

Clause 6.8  Landslide 
risk and LEP 
Landslide risk Map 

The LEP maps land 
susceptible to 
landslide. 

To provide a range of 
additional statutory 
provisions to ensure 
that development of 
matches geotechnical 
conditions of the 
mapped land, and is 
restricted on 
unsuitable land. 

Environmental – land 
with underlying 
geotechnical 
conditions susceptible 
to landslide. Land 
requiring certain 
management to avoid 
landslide risk or 
significant adverse 
impact.  

Manly LEP  

Clause 6.9   
Foreshore scenic 
protection area 

LEP mapping defines 
an area of land with a 
visual/ scenic 
relationship with 
Sydney Harbour, the 
Pacific Ocean and the 
foreshore in Manly. 

To protect visual 
aesthetic amenity and 
views to and from 
Sydney Harbour, the 
Pacific Ocean and the 
foreshore in Manly. 

Environmental – land 
with strong visual/ 
amenity relationships 
to Sydney Harbour 
and the Ocean. 
Character elements 
impact building design 
and suitability with 
particular regard to 
scenic qualities of the 
coastline, amenity and 
views. 

All LEPs  

Clause 5.10 Heritage 
Conservation and 
LEP Heritage Maps  

LEP maps Heritage 
Conservation Areas. 
Note: certain 
individually listed 
Heritage Items also 
comprise areas such 
as a whole street 
block 

To conserve the 
heritage significance 
of heritage 
conservation areas 

Environmental – 
Heritage. 

Manly LEP  

Clause 6.19   
Development in St 
Patrick’s Estate  

The LEP maps define 
a heritage ‘Estate’, 
mapping 15 precincts 
with particular 
provisions to protect 
the heritage 
significance of each 
area and various 
buildings and to 

To protect the 
heritage significance, 
including the 
archaeological, 
natural and cultural 
heritage values, of 
areas identified on 
map overlays over the 

Environmental and 
Social  – Heritage, 
including 
archaeological, 
natural and cultural 
heritage values. 
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ensure sympathetic 
scale and built form.  

St Patrick’s Estate. 

Pittwater LEP  

Clause 6.1   
Warriewood Valley 
Release Area 

The LEP maps a 
range of buffer areas, 
sectors or addresses, 
which limit dwelling 
capacity.  

To ensure that 
development in that 
area does not 
adversely affect 
waterways and creek 
line corridors, protects 
existing native riparian 
vegetation and 
rehabilitates the creek 
line corridors. 

Environmental – A 
redevelopment area 
with important 
waterways and creek 
line corridors, and 
native riparian 
vegetation requiring 
protection and/or 
rehabilitation of the 
creek line corridors.   

Warringah LEP  

Part 7 Dee Why Town 
Centre mapped on the 
LEP Key Sites Map 

The LEP maps define 
the Centre’s key 
precincts, town 
square, and 
pedestrian and road 
connections. 

To provide a centre to 
meet social, 
economic, 
environmental needs 
of the local community 
consistent with role of 
the place as a major 
centre 

Environmental, Social 
and Economic 
elements in relation to 
uses, places, 
buildings and 
structures, movement 
and open space. 

Warringah LEP 2000 
(non-standard LEP)  

 

The LEP maps 
(deferred matters) 
Oxford Falls Valley 
and North Belrose 
accompanied by 
desired future 
character statement 
and related land use 
and built form 
provisions 

Mapped Localities are 
accompanied by 
desired future 
character statement 
and related land use 
and built form 
provisions 

Environmental, Social 
and Economic 
elements in relation to 
uses, buildings and 
structures, movement 
and open space. 
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Table 2: Place-based Provisions in Northern Beaches DCPs 

Nature of Place DCP Reference Local Character 
Descriptors 

Place Based DCP 
Guidelines 

Localities (lands 
under Pittwater LEP) 

Pittwater DCP Section 
A4 (Character 
Statement) 

Pittwater DCP Section 
D (Locality Specific 
Controls) and Section 
C.6 (Warriewood 
Valley Release Area 
only) 

16 Localities mapped 
with a range of 
guidelines across the 
areas in terms of land 
uses, geography, and 
social character 

A range of Locality 
Specific Controls in a 
wide range matters 
including, building 
envelope, 
landscaping, building 
lines, fences, colours 
and materials, 
retaining walls, scenic 
protection, specific 
land use guidelines. 

Centres 

Centres  

Strategic Centre - Dee 
Why 

Warringah DCP Part 
G1 Dee Why Mixed 
Use Area 

10 areas mapped 
within an area, which 
has been broadly 
characterised for 
change and 
enhancement. 

Detailed requirements 
for redevelopment 
including new public 
precincts, access, 
interface etc.   

Centres 

Strategic Centre – 
Manly 

Manly DCP Part 4.2.5 
Manly Town Centre 
and Surrounds 

Strategic Centre 
(social, economic and 
environmental values) 

Guidelines regards 
townscape, height, 
design, backpackers 
and late night venues. 
townscape principles 

Centres 

Strategic Centre – 
Mona Vale  

Pittwater DCP Part D1 
Mona Vale  Locality 
(provisions at D9.16 

Mona Vale  - 
Character of public 
domain within the 
broader character 
statement for the 
Mona Vale Locality 

Guidelines regards 
works in the public 
domain including the 
footpath, drainage f, 
street furniture, 
lighting and 
landscaping. 

Centres  

Local Centre - Avalon 

Pittwater DCP Part D1 
Avalon Locality 
(Avalon Beach Village  
provisions at 
D1.2,12,18, 19) 

Avalon Beach Village  
within the broader 
character statement 
for the Avalon Locality 

Guidelines regards 
character, building 
envelope, shop top 
housing & public 
domain  

Centres  

Local Centre -  
Elanora Heights 
Village 

Pittwater DCP Part D1 
Elanora Heights 
Locality (Elanora 
Heights Village)  
provisions at D5.15-
45 

Elanora Heights 
Village within the 
broader character 
statement for the 
Elanora Heights 
Locality 

Guidelines regards 
amalgamation, 
setbacks, character, 
building envelope, 
landscaping & public 
domain etc. 

Centres  

Local Centre - 
Newport 

Pittwater DCP Part 
D10 Newport Locality 
(Newport Town 
Centre provisions at 
D10.6,7,9&17). See 
also B2.3 Subdivision 

Newport Commercial 
Centre within the 
broader character 
statement for the 
Newport Locality 

Guidelines regards 
character, street 
frontage, setback, 
envelopes, public 
domain, subdivision 
and amalgamation of 
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- Business Zoned 
Land 

lots.  

Centres 

Local Centre - 
Balgowlah 

Manly DCP Part 4.2.6 
Balgowlah Local 
Centre 

Local Centre. A 
predominantly linear  
Centre with a 
Shopping Complex 

Guidelines regards 
height, interface, 
townscape principles  

Centres 

Local Centre - 
Seaforth 

Manly DCP Part 4.2.7 
Seaforth Local Centre 

Local Centre. 
predominantly linear 
centre along Sydney 
Road with primary 
catchment for the 
centre being Seaforth 
suburb  

A range of guidelines 
townscape principles, 
height, access, façade 
design, setbacks and 
interface with 
adjoining residential 
zones. 

Centres 

Local Centre - 
Freshwater 

Warringah DCP Part 
G5 Freshwater Village 

Local Centre ‘village’. A range of guidelines 
for Street activation, 
height, access, 
awnings, roofs 
setbacks etc 

Centres  

Neighbourhood 
Centres (all centres 
zoned B1 under 
Manly LEP) 

Manly DCP Part 4.2.8 
and Schedule 2 
Townscape Principles 
(Maps D – H mapping 
14 Neighbourhood 
Centres in Balgowlah, 
Balgowlah Heights, 
Fairlight, Manly, 
Seaforth. 

Neighbourhood 
Centre within the 
surrounding 
residential contexts 
serving the needs of 
people in the 
surrounding 
neighbourhood. 

A range of guidelines 
including townscape 
principles (access 
points, significant 
vistas etc) for 
individual centres  

Centres  

Neighbourhood 
Centre - Elanora 
Heights 

Pittwater DCP Part 
D5.15 

Elanora Heights 
Village Centre 

subdivision and 
amalgamation of lots 
in addition to general 
controls at B2.3 
Subdivision - 
Business Zoned Land 

Key Sites and Precincts 

Key Site  Warringah DCP F2 
Brookvale Brickworks  

Lots 11 and 12 in DP 
1101677, Brickworks 

Guidelines regards 
Greendale Creek and 
interpretation of 
Heritage 

Key Site  Warringah DCP F4 
Infrastructure 

Kimbriki Recycling 
and Waste Disposal 
Centre (Waste or 
Resource 
Management Facility), 
Ingleside 

 

 

This area will continue 
to provide the core 
business functions of 
a Waste or Resource 
Management Facility  

The land will be 
managed 
appropriately to avoid 
adverse impacts on 
Deep Creek and its 
catchment 
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Key Site  Warringah DCP F4 
Infrastructure 

Bare Creek (Waste or 
Resource 
Management Facility), 
Belrose 

 

For continued use for 
general waste 
disposal. Over time, 
the landfill will be 
phased out and the 
area rehabilitated. 
Future development 
integrated with 
landscape and 
topography and be 
visually unobtrusive. 
Relationship to 
bushland will be 
reinforced. 

Local Precinct G2 R3 Medium 
Density Residential 
bound by Sturdee 
Parade, Pacific 
Parade and land 
zoned B4 Mixed Use 

remain primarily a 
medium density 
residential area 

A range of guidelines 
for building envelope, 
view lines, building 
articulation, street 
frontage, open space 
configuration, 
setback, minimum 
open space, foot and 
cycle connection  

Local Precinct G3 Belrose Corridor  A range of guidelines 
for Public Domain; 
Open Space; 
Pedestrian Road 
Network; 
Environmental 
Management 
(Vegetation Retention 
and Rehabilitation; 
Water cycle 
Management; 
Remediation; Soil and 
Water Management); 
Built Form 
Requirements 
(Height, setback, 
envelope, dwelling 
design, private  open 
space, landscaping, 
access & parking, 
servicing) 

Commercial Site  G4 Warringah Mall  A range of guidelines 
for Built Form (Design 
Quality & Excellence, 
Setbacks and Street 
Frontages 

    

Local Site  G6 Dee Why RSL site For future 
development on Lot 1, 
DP 706230, 932 

A range of guidelines 
for Built Form; 
Boundary envelope; 
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Pittwater Road Dee 
Why. 

Boundary setbacks; 
Safety and security; 
Views: Landscaping 
and civic 
improvements; 
Economic and social 
sustainability; Traffic 
generation, car 
parking and vehicular 
access. 

Residential Precincts G7 Evergreen For future residential 
development for small 
lot housing on the 
Evergreen Estate. 26 
Campbell Avenue 
Cromer - 34 
residential lots  

 

Heritage Estate Manly DCP Part 5.3 
St Patricks Estate 

  

Residential Precinct Manly DCP Part 5.6. 
RIgnold Street, 
Gurney Crescent & 
Clavering Rd, 
Seaforth 

 A range of guidelines 
for buildable area, 
significant trees, 
protection of 
landforms and Flora 
and Fauna, Buffer 
Strips and Access to 
lots 

Heritage 

Heritage Conservation 
Areas 

Manly DCP Part 5.1 
Manly Town Centre 
HCA 

 A range of guidelines 
to accompany the 
LEP Heritage Listing. 

Heritage Conservation 
Areas 

Manly DCP Part 5.2 
Pittwater Road HCA 

 A range of guidelines 
to accompany the 
LEP Heritage Listing. 

Environmental Areas 

Environmental Areas Manly DCP Foreshore Scenic 
Protection Areas 

 

Environmental Areas Pittwater DCP C.6 Warriewood Valley 
Release Area 
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Draft Moveable Heritage Management Policy 

Exhibition - Summary of Submissions 

No Submission Detail  Comment/Recommendation 

1 
Policy should be for identification, recording 
and preservation of all Northern Beaches’ 
moveable heritage items, not just for those 
items in Council’s possession. 
 
 
 
Policy should include guidelines to assist and 
encourage non-Council parties to identify 
potential items of moveable heritage in their 
possession, record their details and manage 
their preservation. 

Policy should address preservation and 
conservation of items. 

 

By specifying the focus as 3D objects it is not 
clear whether the policy considers 
photographs (including negatives) to be 
“objects of heritage significance”. 
 

Strongly support the suggestion that Council 
investigate the allocation of a building for the 
permanent storage and display of Northern 
Beaches moveable heritage. 

 

The Policy has an initial focus on establishing a 
Register and recording those items in Council 
ownership, however, it will not be limited to this 
and there will be scope to add privately owned 
items to the Register in the future. 

Council can use other mechanisms to educate 
and encourage private/ community owners of 
moveable heritage to recognise, record and 
manage their items. This could be done as part of 
the future Northern Beaches Heritage Strategy.  

Similarly, the future Heritage Strategy can look at 
developing guidelines for preservation and 
conservation. In the interim, the NSW Heritage 
Office provides such guidance. 

The Policy applies to all types of objects of 
heritage (including 3D objects and paper-based 
objects). Photographs and negatives would be 
included in the definition included within the 
Policy.   

The suggestion that Council investigate a 
permanent storage and display building for 
Moveable Heritage is noted.  

 

The Policy already includes the need for 
Moveable Heritage items to be appropriately 
stored in controlled environments and where 
possible appropriately displayed in Council owned 
buildings.  

Wording of the Policy has been changed to 
more clearly define what objects are classified 
as moveable heritage and to make it clear that 
the Policy does not only apply to 3D objects.  

2 
In the garage underneath Forestville Library 
there are two foundation stones.  They are 
both related to the first Library located in 
Starkey Street.  This is part of the history of 
Forestville in its early days. It would be good if 
they could be displayed near the present 
library. 

Investigations with Council’s Local Studies Unit 
have not revealed any evidence that these two 
foundation stones exist or are still stored at 
Forestville Library. 

 

No change to Policy required 

3 
The three local studies collections also contain 
objects and are not just 'paper-based'  

 

It would be good to allocate money for 
acquisitions, but even more important is to 
budget for a curator to manage this collection, 
especially if it is to be in a 'building for 
permanent storage and display'. 

Within your whole document are the 
parameters for a Collection Development 
Policy which should be clearly defined - see 

Information noted. Wording of Policy has been 
changed to clarify that Local Studies collections 
are not only paper based. 

Allocation of money for acquisitions and a curator 
for the collection, is noted. 

 

 

Council has prepared a Collection Management 
Policy, which will provide overarching guidelines 
for the development of Council’s moveable 
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No Submission Detail  Comment/Recommendation 

MAGM's for an example. heritage collection. 

No change to Draft Policy required 

4 
Bayview Golf Club should be granted 
moveable heritage status and golf course 
should be resumed by Council 
(as provided for at item 9 in draft Policy), and 
leased back for ongoing functions and opened 
up for public recreation. 

Council needs to change the definition of 
moveable heritage from "moveable heritage is 
by nature not fixed" to reflect the Office of 
State Heritage's definition that "moveable 
heritage is places and people", so that the Golf 
Club's status can be changed to be considered 
as a moveable heritage item. 

 

This is outside the scope of the Moveable 
Heritage Management Policy.  

 
 
 
 
Bayview Golf Club relates to land and therefore is 
considered 'fixed' and not moveable in 
accordance with the NSW Heritage Office 
definition of moveable heritage, which is "a term 
used to define any natural or manufactured object 
or collection of heritage significance". The 
reference to 'places and people' comes from the 
Moveable Heritage Principles issued by NSW 
Heritage Office, which are included within the 
Policy. 

 

No change to Draft Policy required 

5 
Council should provide a facility to store 
Moveable Heritage items.  

Focus on recording 3D items/ objects is too 
narrow and needs to be extended.  

 

Reference to 'object' implies 3D, scope needs 
to be extended to include paper based and 
photographs.  

 

 

 

No timeframe provided on the initial focus on 
Council own Moveable Heritage, urgently need 
to save moveable heritage objects privately 
owned.  

 

Concern with the use of limited historical 
themes to guide assessment of local heritage 
significance.  

Council existing paper based collections held 
by Local Studies units should not remain static, 
but be expanded where appropriate objects 
become available.  

Council should consider accepting donated 
items before undertaking assessment of 
heritage significance so items are not lost 
during the timeframe of assessment being 
undertaken.  

Register should include in time documents and 
historic photographs that are not currently held 
by Local Studies Unit.  

Support for a permanent storage facility for 
moveable heritage objects is noted.  

The Policy scope covers all types of objects of 
heritage (including 3D objects, paper-based 
objects, photographs etc.).  

The word object is used for movable heritage to 
distinguish it from heritage items listed within 
Council’s various Local Environmental Plans. 
Also, the definition of movable heritage by the 
NSW Heritage Office uses the term object. An 
object of movable heritage refers to all items of 
movable heritage, not just 3D objects. 

 

While the initial focus will be on Council owned 
objects, there will be opportunity to record or 
purchase privately owned objects from the Policy 
outset, if the objects meet the assessment 
criteria. 

Assessment will be guided by the historical 
themes established by the Northern Beaches 
Thematic History – which will not be a limited list.  
 
The Local Studies unit is not managed statically, 
with existing collections continually being 
developed and expanded. 
 

Moveable Heritage Principle 3, clearly indicates 
that the assessment of heritage significance is to 
occur before making decisions. Therefore, 
acceptance of objects prior to assessment of 
heritage significance, is not supported.  

The Register can include documents not currently 
held by Local Studies, as long as they meet the 
criteria for listing on the Moveable Heritage 
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No Submission Detail  Comment/Recommendation 

 
Criteria for heritage significance is selected by 
Council, but should be put on publication  

 

 

 

The disposal of donated items no longer 
needed on the Register is concerning as it 
does not provide any security for these items.   

Storage of items is critical to ensure they do 
not deteriorate. Storage space for moveable 
heritage is an urgent priority that needs to be 
addressed. 

Register. 

The criteria for heritage significance will be based 
on the historical themes identified as part of the 
Northern Beaches Thematic History, which will be 
completed in 2019 and placed on public exhibition 
prior to adoption.  

Comment noted re: disposal of items no longer 
needed. 

 
 
Request for urgent storage space is noted.  
 
 
 
Wording of the Policy has been changed to 
more clearly define what objects are classified 
as moveable heritage and to make it clear that 
the Policy does not only apply to 3D objects. 

6 
It is of paramount importance that this policy is 
implemented in order to preserve moveable 
heritage items that are so easily destroyed. 

The public should be consulted about the role 
of this policy so that important and treasured 
local items are protected.  

Businesses and clubs should be offered the 
protection of internal and external signs and 
honour boards.  

Future heritage initiatives will educate the 
community on the importance of moveable 
heritage. 

It is not desirable to move objects of moveable 
heritage out of their context as this may reduce 
their significance. This principle is outlined in the 
Policy in Movable Heritage Principles 5 and 6, 
which recognise the need to not remove objects 
from their place unless there is no other 
alternative. Consideration of moving a moveable 
heritage object should only occur if the item is 
under threat. 

No change to Draft Policy required 

7 
The name "Warringah" seems to be moveable 
heritage and removing any signage or artwork 
to be replaced with "generic inaccurate 
description 'Northern Beaches'… is an 
abomination in the form of Ethnic Cleansing…” 

Other comments are not relevant to the Policy 

Information noted. 
 
 
 
 
No change to Draft Policy required 

8 
There are greater concerns for the use of 
ratepayers funds. Council rates have impacts 
on all residents being able to afford to live on 
the Northern Beaches. 

Does not doubt the importance of moveable 
heritage, but there are existing groups in local 
historical societies whose expertise could be 
utilised.  

Consider using volunteers to assist with costs 
and seek grant funding, rather than expanding 
bureaucracy and expenditure with this lower 
priority item. 

Avenues for grant funding will be explored along 
with ways to use knowledgeable volunteers from 
the community to assist, particularly with the 
establishment of the Moveable Heritage Register. 
 
 
 
 
 
Policy wording has been altered to include 
reference to the use of volunteers in the on-
going management of the Register. 

9 
Important that Council develops this Policy to 
ensure local history is properly preserved and 
accessible to the public. 

Concerned that scope is limited – should go 

The Policy has a primary focus on recording 
existing moveable heritage in Council ownership  

However, the Policy does allow for future 
additions or acquisitions of objects of moveable 
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No Submission Detail  Comment/Recommendation 

beyond Local Studies and capture documents 
and material kept by community groups and 
individuals, to ensure documents are retained 
and not destroyed 

Need for a Council storage facility for movable 
heritage 

Volunteers could help in making searchable 
lists and document retrieval 

heritage which can demonstrate heritage 
significance to the Northern Beaches. These may 
be objects currently owned by community groups 
or individuals.  

Need for a storage facility noted. The Policy 
recognises the need for proper storage and 
display space for moveable heritage. 

The use of volunteers to assist with the 
establishment of the Register is noted and 
wording has been included within the Policy. 

Policy wording has been altered to include 
reference to the use of volunteers in the on-
going management of the Register. 
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SUMMARY OF SUBMISSIONS  

 
The Economics of The Waterway 
 

Key issues in submissions 
and stakeholder meetings 

Council response 

Support for low scale tourism 
opportunities with land based 
accommodation options was 
noted in the feedback. 

This approach is supported in The Strategy. No change to the 
strategy required. 

Support for low scale activation 
of foreshore locations and the 
provision of cafes and 
restaurants in strategic 
locations that are well serviced 
by sustainable and active travel 
opportunities as well as 
infrastructure. 

This approach is supported in The Strategy. No change to the 
strategy required. 

Responses to activation and 
place making in Church Point 
were mixed. 

Council will continue to investigate if there are opportunities to 
improve place outcomes. No change to the strategy required. 

Support for the provision of 
additional signage and web 
based information on areas of 
interest, services and facilities 
available on the waterway 

No change to the strategy required. 

One response noted that events 
on the water should be 
organised in conjunction with 
Roads and Maritime Services. 
Noted. 

No change to strategy required. 

One response noted that the 
management plan should be 
undertaken with Transport for 
New South Wales and Roads 
and Maritime Services due to 
the ferry routes and moorings in 
the area. 

Direction amended to read ‘... for the Basin in conjunction 
with Roads and Maritime Services and Transport for New 
South Wales. 

Maintain and ensure access to 
commercial opportunities 
around the waterway/maintain 
the local economy 

Council will continue to monitor commercial opportunities and 
access to the water as well as the local economy. No change 
to strategy required. 

 
Natural Environment 
 

Key issues in submissions 
and stakeholder meetings 

Council response 

One submission raised 
concerns about the spread of 
Caulerpa Taxifolia. 

Council will continue to work with state government agencies to 
minimise its spread. No change to the strategy required.  

A general request for more rain 
water catchment options for 
new developments was noted. 

This can be addressed as part of future DCP amendments. No 
change to the strategy required. 

A number of submissions noted 
boats being dumped either on 

Council will continue to work with the Roads and Maritime 
Services on management strategies of the waterway to deal 
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moorings or within Pittwater 
itself. 

with boat dumping. No change to the strategy required. 

A number of submissions raised 
concerns with illegal dumping 
both on land and in the water. 

Council will continue to enforce compliance with regards to land 
based dumping and work with relevant state agencies on 
dumping in the water. No change to the strategy required.  

A number of responses 
requested Council to consult 
with the Marine Estate 
Management Authority (MEMA) 
on matters relating to the 
waterway. 

Council is already undertaking consultation with MEMA. No 
change to the strategy required. 

Submissions raised concerns 
about wastewater on Scotland 
island entering Pittwater. 

Council is currently progressing the Scotland Island Water and 
Wastewater Commercial Feasibility Study. This study is looking 
at the provision of wastewater services for Scotland Island. No 
change to the strategy required. 

Stormwater runoff on Scotland 
Island 

Council will continue to monitor stormwater runoff on Scotland 
Island. No change to the strategy required. 

One submission noted that 
plastics are a threat to the 
health of the waterways and 
must be recycled properly. 

Council is an active participant in reducing plastic waste and 
lobbying efforts to reduce plastic use through our Single Use 
Plastic Policy. Council also support a number of community 
groups that aim to reduce plastic use or waste such as 
Boomerang Bags. No change to the strategy required. 

A number of submissions noted 
concerns regarding seagrass 
loss due to swing moorings. 

  Council will work with the Roads and Maritime Services on 
environmentally friendly moorings in seagrass areas. This 
matter is addressed under the Development theme. No change 
to the strategy required. 

Seagrass loss discussed as 
part of moorings under 
Development theme rather than 
under Natural Environment 
theme. 

Swing moorings are one of the most significant causes of 
seagrass loss in Pittwater. While they impact heavily upon the 
natural environment, they are also related to the Development 
theme within the strategy. No change to the strategy 
required. 

Lobby marinas to adopt Clean 
Marina accreditation and Fish 
Friendly certification 

Support for strategy noted in feedback. No change to strategy 
required. 

A number of submission noted 
concerns regarding 
sedimentation and pollution 
entering Pittwater from drains 

Any future management options such as gross pollutant traps 
will be considered under a Coastal Zone Management Plan. 
Sediment and erosion control will also continue to be applied via 
conditions of development consent. No change to the strategy 
required. 

Feedback received requested 
that environmental monitoring 
and data be included in the 
strategy. 

Council and state agencies already undertake a number of 
monitoring activities relating to the environment, such as the 
Office of Environment and Heritage who monitor water quality 
within Pittwater swimming sites . No change to the strategy 
required. 

Feedback indicated support for 
‘citizen science’ program 
around Pittwater. 

This could be considered as part of the implementation 
program. No change to the strategy required. 

One submission asked for the 
dredging of the upper reaches 
of Pittwater within Cicada Glen 
Creek as it was impacting upon 
moorings and private jetties, as 
well as work to restore the 
banks of McCarr’s Creek 
Reserve. 

The strategy does not propose dredging however this request 
has been forwarded within Council for investigation.  

Support for additional boat No change to strategy required. 
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pump out facilities was noted in 
the feedback, as well as the 
opportunity for potential grants 
to fund them under the NSW 
Boating Now program 

One submission suggested that 
a waste management plan be 
required for when boat licenses 
are renewed. 

This can be included in the direction for Council to lobby Roads 
and Maritime Services to better manage the mooring system. 
No change to the strategy required. 

Request to amend direction 8 
for Development Control Plan 
(DCP) amendments to be 
based on the Office of 
Environment and Heritage’s 
Risk Based framework. 

This can be considered as part of future changes to the DCP. 
No change to the strategy required. 

Responses support for fish 
habitat protection and 
enhancement programs as well 
as potential grant opportunities. 

Council will continue to consult with Department of Primary 
Industries - Fisheries on protection and enhancement programs. 
No change to the strategy required. 

Consult Fisheries Council will continue to consultant with DPI – Fisheries on the 
Pittwater Waterway Strategy. No change to strategy required. 

A number of responses noted 
support for ‘no go’ zones while 
another noted the State 
Government’s commitment to 
no loss of fishing access under 
the Hawkesbury Shelf marine 
park proposal. 

Council will continue to investigate with DPI Fisheries about 
establishing zones of protection for seagrass habitats within the 
study area. No change to the strategy required.   

Support for education programs 
and a number of state agencies 
noted the opportunities for cross 
agency collaboration. 

No change to the strategy required. 

One submission noted that if it 
was appropriate commercial 
fishing within Pittwater should 
be phased out. 

Council will continue to consult with DPI Fisheries and Maritime 
Estate Management Authority on commercial fishing within 
Pittwater. No change to the strategy required.  

Amend Strategy 4 wording from  
bush care to bush regeneration 

Strategy change to reflect change in wording. 

Amend the wording of Strategy 
5 

Strategy amened to read ‘Improve environmental protection 
with long term-strategic planning and development 
controls’. 

One strategy requested that 
Council prepare a Coastal Zone 
Management Plan. 

This is addressed under Direction 1 of Theme 6 Waterway 
Regulation. No change to the strategy required. 

A number of submissions raised 
issues around environmentally 
friendly seawalls being dealt 
with under the Development 
theme and not the Natural 
Environment theme 

As a predominantly development based matter, they have been 
included under that theme. No change to the strategy 
required.  

 
Natural Reserves and Recreation 
 

Key issues in submissions 
and stakeholder meetings 

Council response 

Increase foreshore accessibility Support for this strategy was noted in the feedback received. A 
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and connectivity/audit existing 
foreshore reserves to identify 
opportunities for increase public 
access 

number of submissions also raised issues around the alienation 
of public space and restrictions placed on access.  Council will 
continue to monitor public spaces and alienation. No changes 
to strategy required. 

A number of submissions raised 
issues around the condition of 
wharves and access 
infrastructure as well increasing 
demand upon them. One 
submission noted the 
availability of funding for 
infrastructure that improves 
access opportunities. 

Council will investigate opportunities for funding under the 
Maritime Infrastructure Delivery Office (MIDO) and grants. No 
change to strategy required. 

Support for a foreshore walk 
was noted, however a number 
of submissions raised issues 
with regards to access over 
private property. 

Council will continue to investigate the walkway’s feasibility and 
how to avoid access over private property. No change to 
strategy required. 

Broad scale support for 
sustainable fishing. 

Council will work with the Department of Primary Industries – 
Fisheries on education campaigns around sustainable fishing 
and signage. No change to direction required. 

 
Development of the Waterway 
 

Key issues in submissions 
and stakeholder meetings 

Council response 

A number of submissions raised 
comments regarding the pricing 
of moorings. Some indicated 
they are a cheaper option than 
a marina berth, while others 
indicated they should be priced 
to reflect demand. 

Council will continue to work with Roads and Maritime Services 
and Transport for New South Wales on the management of 
mooring issues. No change to the strategy required. 

A number of submissions noted 
the damage to seagrass caused 
by swing moorings and overall 
there was broad support for 
trials of alternative moorings 
systems. 

Council will work with Roads and Maritime Services and 
Transport for New South Wales on establishing trials within 
Pittwater. No change to the strategy is required. 

There was some support for 
limiting mooring numbers 
through replacing a boat on a 
mooring with another boat as 
the mooring became available, 
rather than putting in a new 
mooring. 

Mooring numbers in Pittwater are set by the cap agreed to by 
Council and the Roads and Maritime Services. The suitability 
and effectiveness of this cap has been considered as part of the 
Review. It has been established that the cap is an effective 
means of controlling the proliferation of boats on Pittwater. It 
strikes a balance between boat users and other users of the 
waterway. No change to the strategy required. 

Feedback indicated support for 
marina expansion tied to an 
equivalent reduction in 
moorings. 

 Council will continue to investigate the feasibility of marina 
expansion with an equivalent reduction in moorings.No change 
to the strategy required. 

There was broad support for the 
mooring cap, however a 
number of submitters asked for 
it to be lowered. 

The current mooring cap was set by an agreement between 
Council and the Roads and Maritime Services. The Strategy 
does not propose lowering the cap due to the forecast increased 
demand in boating. Any changes to the mooring cap would be 
subject to further review. No change to the strategy required. 

There was some support for a This is not an identified strategy option. The strategy instead 
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potential mooring buyback 
scheme. 

recommends looking at the consolidation of mooring fields. No 
change to the strategy required. 

A number of submissions 
considered that Pittwater was 
becoming a boat storage area 
with little space left over for 
recreational activities. 

Mooring areas are managed by the Roads and Maritime 
Services (RMS) whereas Council manages zoning controls for 
marinas. Council and RMS will continue to manage the 
waterway so that competing demands for storage and 
recreation space can be balanced. Council will also continue to 
investigate alternative mooring types with the RMS that 
consolidate mooring fields and increase the space for 
recreational activities. No change to the strategy required. 

A number of submitters raised 
the idea that the total number of 
boats in Pittwater could be 
limited for a safety, navigation 
and aesthetic reasons. 

This idea is considered unlikely to be enforceable. Rather it 
would be more appropriate to manage these concerns through 
concentrating on moorings and marina berths. No change to 
the strategy required. 

Overwhelming support for dry 
storage option. 

Dry storage can be an efficient use of limited physical space. 
Council intends to support the development of dry storage 
options through Direction 5 to prepare a planning proposal to 
add it as a permitted use within the IN2 Light Industrial Area   
No change to the strategy required. 

One submission noted concern 
around changes to moorings 
outside of Pittwater itself. 

The strategy does not propose any changes to moorings 
outside of Pittwater.  No change to the strategy required. 

Permanent population of vessel 
residents 

One submission asked for Council to plan for people living 
permanently on vessels in Pittwater. Council does not support 
establishing a permanent residential community of live-a-
boards. However The Strategy aims to facilitate additional pump 
out facilities to prevent raw sewerage entering the waterway 
from boats. No change to the strategy required. 

There was some support for 
sustainable marina expansion, 
subject to the resolution of 
environmental and servicing 
issues such as car parking. 
It was not supported by all 
submitters who raised issues 
regarding seagrass loss and car 
parking demand or overflow. 

As there is finite storage space and anticipated overall growth in 
boat numbers in the future, Council must give consideration to 
all boat storage options. No change to the strategy required. 

Strategy should not promote 
growth but manage the current 
demand 

Council has no ability to restrict overall demand and growth in 
boats. However we must sustainably manage the waterway and 
plan for anticipated future outcomes, including the projected 
increase in the size of boats and overall numbers. We are 
addressing this through a number of different boat storage 
options both in and out of the water including facilitating dry 
storage, investigating sustainable marina expansion and 
alternative mooring methods to traditional swing moorings. No 
change to the strategy required. 

One submission noted changes 
in boating trends and the need 
to be flexible in management 
approaches. 

Council continues to monitor changes in trends. We are 
responding to increased seasonal demand by opening the 
overflow car parking in Careel Bay, and continue to plan 
accordingly. No change to the strategy required. 

Submissions asked for the ramp 
at the Church Point car park to 
be reopened. 

Council will continue to investigate appropriate locations for 
additional boat ramps as per direction 9 of the strategy. It is 
noted the boat ramp at Bayview has been upgrade. No change 
to the strategy required. 

There was support for the Council will continue to investigate appropriate locations for 
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provision of new boat ramps to 
manage demand for boat 
launching spaces. 

additional boat ramps as per direction 9 of the strategy. No 
change to the strategy required.  

Feedback indicated there was 
support for an annual 
seaworthiness check for boats 
on moorings, similar to a motor 
vehicle pink slip. 

Council considers this an appropriate way to help reduce the 
impact of mooring minders and will continue raise this Roads 
and Maritime Services.  No change to the strategy required. 

Feedback received indicated 
support for the review of 
existing policies and procedures 
for tie-up facilities at Council 
wharves and facilities 

Changes to the policies and procedures for vessel tie-ups can 
be considered as part of the implementation plan for the 
strategy. No change to the strategy required. 

Storage for smaller watercraft 
such as kayaks and dinghys 

There was support for additional storage facilities for smaller 
watercraft such as kayaks and dinghys. Roads and Maritime 
Services and Transport for New South Wales noted the ability to 
apply for grants to fund these storage projects. Council is 
already constructing or has constructed a number of storage 
facilities around Pittwater such as those at Bothams Beach, 
Careel Bay, Church Point, Clareville Beach, Currawong Beach 
and Dark Gully. No change to the strategy required. 

Enforcement of 
regulations/moorings 

A large number of submitters raised issues of the non 
enforcement of regulations and issues with mooring 
compliances that were unresolved. Roads and Maritime 
Services noted that they have the responsibility for moorings 
and are proactive in this field through their boating safety 
officers. No change to the strategy required. 

A number of submission raised 
issues regarding the disposal of 
old boats and their removal 
from moorings. 

 Council will continue to work with the Roads and Maritime 
Services on end of life management options. No change to the 
strategy required. 

Feedback indicated that any 
additional boat facilities would 
also attract increased parking 
demand. 

As part of the expansion of boating facilities Council will 
consider the demand for and supply of parking. No change to 
the strategy required. 

 
Activating the Waterway 
 

Key issues in submissions 
and stakeholder meetings 

Council response 

Ensure parking provision is 
appropriate and managed to 
respond to demand, community 
needs and the local 
environment 

A number of submissions noted there are peaks in demand 
around Summer and the weekend. Council has recently opened 
a new car park in Church Point along with changes to parking 
controls in Palm Beach and will monitor impacts of changes. 
A number of submissions noted that the Careel Bay overflow 
parking in Summer was a good idea but was not working due to 
long waiting times for busses or was not appropriate for people 
with boats. Council will continue to operate the overflow system 
and liaise with Transport for New South Wales regarding 
Summer bus timetables. No change to the strategy required. 

Improve public access to the 
Pittwater waterway and along 
the foreshore 

Submissions asked for greater enforcement of restrictions on 
foreshore development. Council will continue to investigate 
illegal works. No change to the strategy required. 
One marina noted that potential upgrades on its site could 
increase public access to the waterway. No change to the 
strategy required. 
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Promoted coordinated and 
integrated public transport as 
well additional services 

Transport for New South Wales noted that there may be the 
need for additional services as the population and tourist 
numbers increase however it would require additional services 
and facilities. Submission from the public generally supported 
additional ferry services. Council will continue to liaise with 
Transport for New South Wales regarding public transport. No 
change to strategy required. 

Boat trailer parking, 
enforcement and restrictions 

A number of submissions asked for better enforcement of 
existing restrictions on boat trailer parking or for them to be 
removed from along main roads and local streets.  One 
submission requested that Council extend the ‘no parking motor 
vehicle excepted’ signage to around Pittwater. Council at its 
meeting of February 2019 agreed to explore further options to 
manage trailer parking as part of the Northern Beaches Parking 
Plan.  No change to the strategy required. 

Effective management 
approach for the use of 
PWCs/Lobby Roads and 
Maritime Services to investigate 
alternative management 
strategies 

A number of submissions raised issues with PWCs (i.e. jet skis) 
in and around Pittwater. Roads and Maritime Services and 
Transport for New South Wales indicated they were happy to 
discuss strategies to managing PWCs.  No change to strategy 
required. 

Implement and monitor the 
Palm Beach Parking Demand 
Management Strategy 

Submissions noted there may be some unresolved parking 
problems in Palm Beach. This could be addressed through the 
monitoring of the Palm Beach strategy. No change to the 
strategy required. 

Investigate parking provision at 
marinas, boating facilities, 
foreshore reserves and boat 
trailer parking facilities 

Submissions noted there may be some trailer parking issues in 
and around Sandy Bay and the Woorak/Illuka reserves. These 
issues could be addressed through this strategy. No change to 
strategy required. 
 

Cost at Rowland Reserve Council recently endorsed reduced car parking fees in Rowland 
Reserve. No change to the strategy required. 

 
Waterway Regulation 
 

Key issues in submissions 
and stakeholder meetings 

Council response 

Up to date boat storage and 
mooring data  

Council will utilise the information and updated mooring data 
received from Transport for New South Wales during the public 
exhibition period to inform the Strategy implementation.  Council 
will continue to consult with Roads and Maritime Services and 
Transport for New South Wales during the implementation 
stage. As a result of the feedback from Transport for New 
South Wales, the table on page 12 is to be removed and the 
mooring data table on page 13 of the Strategy updatedto 
show all current moorings in each mooring field in the 
study area at this point in time.   

Avalon Sailing Club and 
Bayview Yacht Racing 
Association requested that the 
proposed additional permitted 
uses for their clubs be revised 
to ‘community facilities’ as it 
would better fit their current use. 

Council consider this a reasonable request and supports the 
proposed amendment. As a result of this feedback, Direction 
4 on pg. 44 of the strategy will be amended accordingly. 

Dogs  Dogs and dog recreation areas are not within the scope of the 
strategy. No change to the strategy required. 
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No enforcement of 
regulations/rules 

Council with Roads and Maritime Services and Transport for 
New South Wales continue to monitor and enforce regulations 
and restrictions around the waterway. No change to the 
strategy required. 

Education and awareness 
campaigns 

Roads and Maritime Services are already proactive in education 
and awareness campaigns through their boating safety officers. 
There may be opportunities for Council to work with the Roads 
and Maritime Services on joint campaigns. No change to the 
strategy required. 

A number of submissions raised 
issues with the number of 
barges and their activities on 
the waterway. 

Council will continue to work with the Roads and Maritime 
Services with regards to waterway regulations and barges. No 
change to the strategy required. 

There was support for and 
against marina expansion. 

A number of submitters raised environmental issues such as a 
seagrass while others mentioned parking problems. However 
given the forecasted increase in boat ownership, Council will 
continue to investigate sustainable marina expansion to cater 
for this growth. No change to the strategy required. 

There was overwhelming 
support for dry stack storage 
options in industrial areas 

Council will continue to investigate this option. No change to 
the strategy required. 

A number of submissions 
support the extension of low 
speed and wash zones. A 
number made reference to no 
wash zones now being known 
as ‘low wash’ zones. 

As a result of feedback this direction has been amended to 
refer to ‘low wash zones’ instead of ‘no wash zones’. 

Coastal Zone Management 
Plan 

Feedback received indicated support for a Coastal Zone 
Management Program for the Pittwater. No change to the 
strategy required. 

Feedback received indicated 
support for the prohibition of 
mooring pens in the W1 zone. 

Council will prepare a planning proposal to facilitate this change. 
No change to the strategy required. 

Foam on tender Support for the provision of foam on the fire tender was noted. 
No change to the strategy required. 

A number of submissions asked 
for more stringent controls on 
marine based development 
applications. 

Council will continue to review and update the waterway 
controls in the Pittwater 21 Development Control Plan. No 
change to the strategy required. 

Feedback received mentioned 
the need for Council to work 
collaboratively with state 
government agencies and 
authorities as many areas are 
outside of Council’s 
responsibilities. 

Council is already working with a number of state agencies on 
the strategy and will continue to do so. No change to the 
strategy required. 

 
Other Matters 
 

Key issues in submissions 
and stakeholder meetings 

Council response 

Pie chart and survey data don’t 
indicate where the data came 
from 

The pie chart was based on data received through the survey 
undertaken for the Pittwater Waterway Discussion Paper. 
However the attribution was left off in the strategy. The strategy 
will be amended to indicate where the data came from. 

Update references – maritime A number of submission mentioned updating or correcting 
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strategies (mooring, boating 
now etc.) 

references. Minor changes to the strategy to amend 
references. 
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