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Community Engagement Report – August 2019 
Manly West Esplanade Heritage Activation Plan 

 

 

Table of Contents 
1. Executive Summary 
2. Background 
3. Engagement Objectives 
4. Engagement Approach and Key Findings 
5. Number of People Engaged  
6. Evaluation and next Steps 
7. Appendices 

 

1. Executive Summary 
 

Council has received a heritage grant from the NSW Office of Environment and Heritage to develop 
a Heritage Activation Plan for Manly West Esplanade which will: 

 Highlight the history of the area pre and post European settlement 

 Identify ways to help the community appreciate, interact with and enjoy the heritage of the 
area 

 Explore the nostalgia of West Esplanade including the art gallery facade and boardwalk. 
 

The main objective of the community engagement for this project was to raise awareness of the 
heritage of the West Esplanade area and gain an understanding of the community’s view of the 
West Esplanade area.   

To ensure we reached the relevant and directly affected members of the community, we applied a 
wide range of engagement techniques and methods to understand their thoughts and to hear their 
views on West Esplanade.   

Throughout the engagement process 2773 people were informed, with 812 written submissions 
received, making a total of 3585 people engaged.  Submissions were received through various 
methods including online survey, visitor survey, internal staff workshop and consultation, 
information sessions and an onsite drop in.  A positive response was received around maintaining 
and highlighting West Esplanade’s heritage along with a number of improvements suggested for the 
area including maintenance, landscaping, street furniture, amenities and water based activities. 

Council is currently reviewing the community feedback and will prepare a report and Draft Heritage 
Activation Plan for Council’s consideration at the August 2019 Council meeting for approval to go to 
Public Exhibition.  
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2. Background 
 
West Esplanade is located within the western section of Manly Cove; stretching from Manly Wharf, 
west to the Manly Pavilion and includes land managed by Northern Beaches Council, Crown Lands 
(managed by Northern Beaches Council) and Roads and Maritime Services (The Manly Pavilion, 
Aquarium and Ferry Wharf). 
 
 
 

3. Engagement Objectives 
 

The key community objective for this project was to gain an understanding of the community’s view 
on the Manly West Esplanade Area in order to inform a Heritage Activation Plan for West 
Esplanade.  The engagement also raised awareness within the community of the history of the West 
Esplanade area and gauged existing awareness. 

4. Summary of the number of People Engaged 
 
Informed No. 

Your Say Page Unique Visits 736 

Letters sent to local residents and businesses 2025 

Community groups notified 12 

Total 2773 

 
Submissions Received No. 

Online Survey 397 

Visitor face to face survey 190 

Onsite Information session - Residents and 
Businesses 

35 

Onsite Information session - Community 
Groups 

3 

Onsite drop in 150 

Written submissions via Your Say and Email 8 

Internal workshop 29 

Total 812 

 
Total Engaged 3585 

 

5. Engagement Approach and Key Findings 

 
A number of engagement activities were undertaken to reach a broad range of our community.  
Engagement methods included online project interface (Your Say), online survey, intercept survey, 
print promotion, direct mail, email communication to key stakeholders, local resident groups and 
businesses, information sessions for key stakeholders and an onsite drop in activation. 
 
 

 Project opened for public comment Saturday 16 March – Sunday 14 April, 2019 (29 days). 
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 An online project interface (Your Say) was set up for the project. 736 people visited the 

page during the public comment period 16 March – 14 April, 2019. 

 

 An online survey was open Saturday 16 March – Sunday 14 April, 2019. Council received 397 

survey responses.  62% of respondents visit West Esplanade at least once a week with the 

most popular activities being walking (93%), visiting the Manly Art Gallery and Museum 

(49%), sitting/picnicking (43%) and swimming (41%).   63% of respondents are aware of the 

Indigenous significance of Manly Cove and 73% are aware of the European history of the 

Cove. 

 

 A face-to-face visitor survey was conducted over 4-21 January, 2019 at Manly Wharf and on 

Manly West Esplanade.  190 visitors were surveyed.  70% were interested in finding out 

more about the local marine life and 59% were interested in finding out more about the 

Aboriginal heritage of the area.  In regards to what would add value to the area 40% said 

shade, 28% said seating, 22% said an outdoor theatre and 10% said an amphitheater.  32% 

were aware of the Visitor Centre and 26% were aware of the Manly Art Gallery and 

Museum. 

 

 A formal notification letter was sent to residents and businesses in Manly within two blocks 

of the site (see Appendix III for map of notified properties). The notification advised the 

project was open for comment, invited them to attend an information session for local 

Residents and Business, the drop-in date and provided information on how to Have Your 

Say. 

 

 Key Community Group stakeholders were formally notified by email.  The notification 

advised the project was open for comment, invited them to attend an information session 

for Community Groups, the drop-in date and provided information on how to Have Your 

Say. 

 

 Key State Government stakeholders were formally notified by email. The notification 

advised the project was open for comment, provided Council officer contact details to 

receive further information on the project and provided information on how to make a 

submission. 

 

 Advertising and promotion of the project was done via public notices published in the 

Manly Daily on Saturdays:  16 March and 30 March 2018. (See Appendix II) 

 

 Two onsite invite only information sessions were held: 

Local Residents and Businesses - Wednesday 27 March 2019, 6-7.30pm (35 people 

attended)  

Community Groups - Tuesday 2 April 2019, 6-7.30pm (3 people attended) 

 

 An onsite drop in was held on Saturday 6 April 2019, 12-3pm.  A total of 150 people 

attended 
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 Written submissions submitted to Council via emails or the comments section on the Your 

Say page totaled 8.   

 

 29 staff were consulted from across Council as part of internal engagement for the project 

this included expertise in engineering, tidal pool maintenance, coastal, environment, water 

safety, Indigenous heritage, local studies, landscaping and planning. 17 staff attended a Risk 

and Opportunity workshop on 21 November 2018. 

   

This workshop identified the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats for West 

Esplanade.  It also examined the risks and opportunities for the area with and without 

construction of a boardwalk. 

 

A total of 812 submissions were received throughout the engagement process.  Through this 

engagement a number of key themes were identified: 

 Heritage – Better highlight and maintain heritage items and celebrate the history of the 

area. 

 Landscaping and street furniture – Improve landscaping maintenance, replace/upgrade 

street furniture and explore options to make areas more useable. 

 Existing tidal pool and water based activities – Improve cleaning of tidal pool, investigate 

option for adding water based amusements 

 Beach accessibility – Review access to the beach  

 Public toilets, change rooms and showers – Improve use experience of public toilets, change 

rooms and showers and provide more accessible toilets. 

 Former aquarium building – Site should be for public use and if demolished should become 

open space. 

 Café at west end of West Esplanade – Would like to see a family friendly café reopened to 

help activate the area. 

 Signage – Provide better wayfinding signage 

 Manly Art Gallery and Museum – Promote more and make it more obvious that it is an Art 

Gallery. 

 Shared pedestrian and bicycle path – Improve user experience and safety on the path. 

 Bicycle storage near wharf – Provide more bicycle storage. 

 Paddleboard and kayak launching and storage – Would like to have easier access from the 

road to the water. 

 Boat mooring and access - Provide a private vessel drop off point and work with appropriate 

authorities to prevent impact of boats on marine life. 

 Boardwalk reinstatement – Fond memories of the former boardwalk exist and it is 

associated with the community wanting safe, fun, free, family friendly activities available. 

Appendix I provides a more detailed summary of the submissions received by theme and Council’s 
response in the Draft Heritage Activation Plan. 
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6. Evaluation and next steps 

 
Council will review the comments received during the community engagement period and prepare a 
report and Draft Heritage Activation Plan for consideration by Council to go on 28 days formal public 
exhibition at the August 2019 meeting. 

The Council report and Draft Heritage Activation Plan will be available via the Have Your Say project 
page for the Manly West Esplanade Heritage Activation Plan on the Thursday prior to the Council 
meeting. 

The Council recommendation in regards to formal public exhibition of the Draft Heritage Activation 
Plan will be published as part of the Council minutes and also available via the Have Your Say project 
page. 

 



 

  ATTACHMENT 2 
Draft Manly West Esplanade Activation Plan Community Engagement Report 

ITEM NO. 14.2 - 27 AUGUST 2019 
 

41 

7. Appendices  
Appendix I 
Summary of Community Comments 
 

Theme Community Comments and Insights Council Response in Draft Heritage Activation Plan 

Heritage 
Sample of comments received  

 Tell the indigenous stories 

 More recognition of indigenous heritage 

 More history information 

 Small nostalgia walk through ages 

 

Insights 

 Community would like to see Indigenous heritage highlighted. 

 Community would like to see heritage buildings/structures well maintained and 
general history of the area highlighted. 

The Plan recommends a number of options to activate 
the heritage of the area: 

 West Esplanade’s high exposure to visitors presents 
an opportunity to educate them on the indigenous 
heritage of Manly Cove.  This could be via interpretive 
signage, landscaping treatments and/or artwork. 

 The lookout on Commonwealth Parade could have 
interpretive signage installed with historical images 
showing change over time.  This would need to be 
done in conjunction with pruning of vegetation 
blocking the view from the lookout to invoke the 
historic vista. 

 Manly Art Gallery and Museum in its existing form 
has the opportunity to reflect its heritage via a 
sympathetic façade treatment that reflects the 
building’s heritage.   

 Interpretative signage containing historic images 
showing the change of the Manly Art Gallery and 
Museum over time could be place near the entrance 
of the building. 

 With the wealth of information and imagery available 
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Theme Community Comments and Insights Council Response in Draft Heritage Activation Plan 

showing the changes of the West Esplanade area over 
time, along with listed heritage items, there is an 
opportunity to create a digital heritage experience of 
the area.  This could include a self-guided tour and 
virtual reality experiences of the past. 

 A discover West Esplanade’s heritage wayfinding sign 
should be placed at the wharf end of West Esplanade.  
This sign could include historic imagery a brief 
timeline and how to access more information, such as 
a digital tour.  Another one of these signs could be 
placed near the top of the stairs at Federation Point 
to capture people doing the Spit to Manly walk.  
Note: Before any new signage is installed a review 
and consolidation of signage around the Wharf will be 
undertaken. 

Landscaping 
and Street 
Furniture 
Improvements 

Sample of comments received  

 The grass is not in good condition and needs improvement.  Flower boxes would 
make the area much more colourful and appealing. 

 Possibly more seating and some flowering shrubs such as callistemons and 
grevilleas 

 Picnic Tables and seating upgrade 

 Tidying up the green space and improving seating 

 Some covered tables 

 Recommend update or replacement of street 
furniture.  Also review configuration to ensure it is 
still suitable. 

 Recommend creation of an integrated play area to 
provide activation and bring attention to the Gallery.  
It should include artistic and interactive elements that 
could light up at night to improve night time           
activation. 

 Explore options for creating seating/picnicking spaces 
under Norfolk Pines where grass struggles to grow, 
for example timber deck platforms like on East 
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Theme Community Comments and Insights Council Response in Draft Heritage Activation Plan 

 Edging like East Esplanade. 

 Grass under trees is patchy and uncomfortable to sit on. Deck areas and 
improved seating such as recently installed at East Esplanade would be great. 

 Landscaping rethink on the garden beds behind the Bus Stops, they' re a 
disgrace 

 The furniture is out-dated, rusty, uncomfortable, layer-upon-layer of blue paint. 
Would love to see something really cool here 

 Better landscaping to stop soil runoff after rain 

 Kids play area (including covered from rain) 

 

Insights 

 The community finds the landscaping and street furniture improvements on 
East Esplanade appealing and would like to see something similar done in West 
Esplanade, in particular the sandstone edging wall. 

 The street furniture is worn out and needs renewal or replacement 

 Garden beds near bus stops are bare and landscaping across West Esplanade 
needs to be better maintained. 

 Improvements to landscaping could be made to reduce runoff of soil and foliage 
onto beach. 

 A play area could be incorporated into landscaping improvements. 

Esplanade. 

 Explore option to tier steep area to enable more use 
of the area and prevent erosion. 

 Explore option to install low sandstone wall like on 
East Esplanade, to prevent erosion and provide 
additional seating. 

 Add native planting to current bare garden beds. 

 Pruning of vegetation along Commonwealth Parade 
to improve casual surveillance of the area.  It is 
recommended that foliage be pruned back between 
600mm - 2500mm from ground level. 

Existing Tidal 
Pool and 

Sample of comments received   Keep existing tidal pool in current state and explore 
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Theme Community Comments and Insights Council Response in Draft Heritage Activation Plan 

Water Based 
Activities 

 I love the harbour pool as it is.  Keep as is. 

 Beautiful tidal pool, quiet beach, safe swimming for small kids 

 Swimming enclosure is quite unattractive  

 Better control and cleanup of rubbish in swimming enclosure 

 Make swimming area more interesting 

 Fun water activities for children and teenagers 

 Pontoons and slides for kids on water 

 Maybe put an area around the aquarium site towards the Pavilion with floaties 
etc for teenagers to enjoy 

 

Insights 

 There is a love of the existing tidal pool in the community. 

 Suggestions have been made to make the pool more aesthetically pleasing, 
increase the size of the pool area and ensure better management of rubbish. 

 Desire within the community for safe, fun, free, family friendly activities on the 
water such as slides and pontoons. 

 Would like to have things that appeal to teenagers for them to have safe fun on 
the water. 

 

increasing frequency of cleaning of rubbish off net.  
Also look at safety, constructability and 
environmental feasibility of adding some small 
platforms connected to the piles at the deep end of 
the netted area. 

 The addition of pontoons outside the tidal pool could 
also be explored however safety and environmental 
considerations such as protection of endangered 
seagrass beds, would need to be taken into account. 

Beach 
accessibility 

Sample of comments received   Creation of an accessible ramp to the beach at the 
west end of the beach is recommended.  This will 
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Theme Community Comments and Insights Council Response in Draft Heritage Activation Plan 

 Rethink beach disability ramp access. Perhaps move Wharf end ramp access to 
protect habitat. 

 

Insights 

 Review accessibility of beach and improve as needed. 

 Look at having another accessible access way onto the beach that is not in the 
area closed in the evenings for protection of the Penguins 

provide easier access to the disabled toilet, near to 
the disabled parking and mean that disabled access is 
not closed in the evenings for penguins. 

Public toilets, 
change rooms 
and showers 

Sample of comments received  

 Disability toilet with change table and hoist 

 Toilets at the south end are horrendous.  The facilities at the other end are a 
little better but also need improving. The excellent new facilities on the walk to 
Shelly beach are an example of what level of toilet facilities are required 

 Change rooms and toilets need to be improved to suit the crowds in summer 

 

Insights 

 Improve public toilets, change rooms and showers at West end.   

 Need toilets/change rooms at East end of West Esplanade.  Wharf amenities not 
suitable. 

 Need more accessible toilets in area including adult change table and hoist. 

 Investigate options to improve the user experience of 
the showers, change rooms and toilets in the 
amenities block. 

Also investigate adding adult hoist and change table 
to existing disabled toilet.  If there is insufficient 
space consider building new disabled toilet, possible 
location could be between amenities block and art 
gallery.   

Note: any works would need to take into account 
heritage restrictions as the amenities block is a locally 
listed item. 

Former 
Aquarium 

Sample of comments received   It is recommend that the existing Aquarium building 
be demolished to the podium. Demolition will 
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Theme Community Comments and Insights Council Response in Draft Heritage Activation Plan 

Building  Demolish the Aquarium and install a large grass area for public use. Have the 
promenade walk continue around the waterfront where the aquarium was. 

 Demolish aquarium and create more public space 

 Children and family facilities, also accommodated local, weekend and seasonal 
visitors - a flexible space so people can enjoy the area at any time 

 An area for all to enjoy, families, tourists, residents 

 Marine and Eco Education Centre with outdoor cinema screen for ocean and 
community films 

 Keep aquarium for public use 

 Use aquarium as museum heritage space 

 

Insights 

 The community would like to see the space used for the public whether the 
building stays or is demolished. 

 Demolition will allow the heritage Pavilion building to be visible like it was 
historically. 

 The open space created by demolition should be multiuse for the community 
and family friendly. 

 Highlighting the heritage of the area and the natural environment were 
suggested for a use of the area whether the building stayed or went. 

unblock the view of the State Heritage listed Pavilion 
building.  It will also improve the safety of the area at 
night by allowing informal surveillance of the area 
which is currently dark and unwelcoming at night.   

 It is recommended that the site become public open 
space.  The urban design for the space should create 
a place for families and the community to congregate 
and share.  Lighting design should make the area feel 
safe at night, this could incorporate interactive light 
artwork.  The space should also acknowledge the 
previous use of the site as an aquarium and highlight 
the marine life found in Manly Cove. 

The space should allow for the holding of events, 
such as community markets, local performances and 
film viewings.  While allowing for this the space 
should not be empty at other times, an adaptable 
design for street furniture and planting should be 
investigated. 

Café at west 
end of West 

Sample of comments received   Recommended that a family friendly café be opened 
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Theme Community Comments and Insights Council Response in Draft Heritage Activation Plan 

Esplanade  Re-instate cafe adjacent to surf & slide 

 A café near where Aquarium was -> Good coffee and nice food, family friendly 

 

Insights 

 Re-opening of the café near the Manly Surf and Slide suggested. 

 Community would like to see a family friendly café opened. 

in the current vacant space at the end of the Pavilion 
building next to the Manly Surf and Slide.  This will 
help bring vital activation of the area around the 
Pavilion at ground level. 

Signage 
Sample of comments received  

 Improved signage 

 Better signage to show people the walkway to the iconic Manly to Spit walk 

 Better signage from the wharf 

 Signposting and wayfinding is random and inconsistent 

 

Insights 

 Provide improved wayfinding signage and note for example the Manly Art 
Gallery and Museum, Spit to Manly Walk. 

 New wayfinding signage recommended to be put 
near Manly Wharf and near the top of the steps at 
Federation Point.  Note: Before any new signage is 
installed a review and consolidation of signage 
around the Wharf will be undertaken. 

Manly Art 
Gallery and 
Museum 

Sample of comments received  

 The art gallery sadly looks like a toilet block 

 Make the Art Gallery more prominent 

 Improved access to, and visibility of, the art gallery. It is somewhat hidden. 

 Manly Art Gallery and Museum in its existing form 
has the opportunity to reflect its heritage via a 
sympathetic façade treatment that reflects the 
building’s heritage.   

 Recommend creation of an integrated play area to 
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Theme Community Comments and Insights Council Response in Draft Heritage Activation Plan 

 Promote Art Gallery more 

 

Insights 

 Would like to see the façade of the Art Gallery and Museum improved and to 
make it more obvious that it is an Art Gallery in the landscape. 

 Would like to see more promotion of the Art Gallery and Museum. 

provide activation and bring attention to the Gallery.  
It should include artistic and interactive elements that 
could light up at night to improve night time           
activation. 

Shared 
pedestrian 
and bicycle 
path 

Sample of comments received  

 Bike riding along West Esplanade is often a very terrifying experience with bikes 
travelling very quickly trying to squeeze between those enjoying walking along 
West Esplanade. 

 Need to allow cycling connection behind art gallery. 

 Separate bike lane linking bike path behind art gallery to rest of Manly would 
mean no dismount area + safer access   

 Make separate bicycle way, near the road or towards the road, not shared with 
pedestrians 

 

Insights 

 Concerns were raised about how busy the path gets and the risk bicycles pose 
to people. 

 Would ideally like to see separation of pedestrian path and cycleway. 

 Need improved bicycle path access around the Manly Art Gallery and Museum 

 Explore options for improving line of sight along 
shared path behind Gallery, this could be through 
pruning of existing vegetation or replacement with 
less dense native vegetation.  Also explore changes to 
path to allow cyclists to not have to dismount  

 Recommend shifting the Governor Phillip monument 
out of shared path of traffic flow to improve safety.  
This would lead to the opportunity for an area to be 
created around the moved monument to highlight 
the area’s heritage which could include interpretive 
signage and lighting to highlight the monument at 
night.  Note: The monument is local heritage listed 
and as such this will need to be taken into account. 

 An alternative to improve safety on the shared path 
would be to require cyclists to dismount when going 
along the promenade on weekends like on Marine 
Parade. 



 

  ATTACHMENT 2 
Draft Manly West Esplanade Activation Plan Community Engagement Report 

ITEM NO. 14.2 - 27 AUGUST 2019 
 

49 

Theme Community Comments and Insights Council Response in Draft Heritage Activation Plan 

Bicycle 
storage near 
Wharf 

Sample of comments received  

 Reorganise the bike racks to facilitate more commuter bike storage.  

 More better bike racks at Wharf area 

 Remove bikes not in designated bike areas 

 

Insights 

 Not enough bicycle storage available 

 Impact on amenity of area by bicycles being left everywhere near the Manly 
Wharf 

 Explore option to move bicycle parking behind bus 
stop where existing bare garden bed is and provide 
additional parking via a double decker system. 

 Explore options for placement of bicycle parking near 
Gallery 

 Work with Council Rangers to more efficiently 
remove bicycles not parked in designated bike 
parking areas 

Paddleboard 
and kayak 
launching and 
storage 

Sample of comments received  

 Beach access for kayakers and water activities from the street 

 Maintain kayaking facilities  

 

Insights 

 Would like easier access from the road to place for launching kayaks and paddle 
boards. 

 The storage and access of kayaks and paddleboards in 
the area will be considered as part of any urban 
design changes that are made to the area, in 
particular at the western end and in the water.  

Boat mooring 
and access 

Sample of comments received  

 Stop boat mooring and wreaking seagrass 

 Boat drop off/pick up by Pavilion 

 Recommended that a new jetty be built to replace 
the existing jetty and be used as a public drop off 
point. 

 Recommended that additional measures be put in 
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Theme Community Comments and Insights Council Response in Draft Heritage Activation Plan 

 I would love a public floating wharf somewhere around Manly Wharf so that 
boaties like me could easily pick up passengers from Manly. 

 As long as we have penguins nesting we should ban the dinghies to land and be 
able to protect the area in a more efficient way 

 

Insights 

 Concern about the number of boats mooring in seagrass area and having a 
negative impact. 

 Would like to have a spot for private boats to drop people off as this is no longer 
available at Manly Wharf due to changes in ferry operations. 

 Concern about motorised boats entering the area between the tidal pool and 
the wharf, thus potentially disturbing the penguins 

 

place to ensure boats do not enter the area between 
Manly Wharf and the tidal pool to prevent 
disturbance of the penguins.  This could include 
things such as signage, a line of floating buoys.  This 
would be done in consultation with relevant maritime 
authorities. 

 In regards to boats mooring and having an impact on 
endangered seagrass beds, Council will also work on 
this issue with the relevant maritime authorities. 

Boardwalk 
reinstatement 

Sample of comments received 

 The idea of reinstating the board walk does not appeal. It is nostalgia at its 
worst. With climate change the storms are getting bigger and wilder, so it would 
have to be a sturdy construction which would undo the natural unobstructed 
beauty we have now from the shore and when catching the ferry into Manly.  

 I am not at all interested in the idea of rebuilding the Boardwalk. West 
Esplanade should not become heavily touristed like the rest of Manly 

 I'm aware there may be plans being prepared to resurrect the former 
suspended walkway across from the ferry wharf across to the sea life sanctuary 
- I am opposed to any such proposal given the impact it would have on the 

There a number of economic and environmental factors 
that impact the feasibility of rebuilding the boardwalk.   
The next step in the process would be to undertake 
further detailed studies to determine the full feasibility of 
reinstating the boardwalk.  

 It is recommended that Council wait for 
determination from Roads and Maritime Services of 
what will happen with the vacant Aquarium site and 
adjacent jetty before moving forward with the 
boardwalk concept.  
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Theme Community Comments and Insights Council Response in Draft Heritage Activation Plan 

existing sealife in the area. The spot is beautiful enough as it is, leave it alone  

 Dislike boardwalk - expensive, attracts problems, spoils scenic outlook etc. 

 Keep it as it is, it's nice and casual, no boardwalk 

 We’d love to see the water facilities return to something like they were decades 
ago - good clean outdoor fun for young people eg a floating platform and 
slides/jumps. 

 I would love to see the West Esplanade returned to how it was in the 50's with 
the water park like features. However I would also like the penguin habitats 
protected first and foremost. 

 Would love to see a structure like the original harbour pool with promenade, 
slides, diving boards, etc. that I enjoyed in my youth. 

 I would love to see the boardwalk and pool reinstated.  For my brother and I to 
have fun. Max 9 years old. 

 I never saw the boardwalk that was there, it was destroyed before I moved to 
the area. But I love seeing the old photos of it, and think something like that 
could be a great addition to the area. 

 Love the boardwalk an iconic destination for 30+ years 

 

Insights 

 Fond memories exist within the community of the former Boardwalk. 

 The boardwalk reinstatement is seen as an opportunity to help activate the 
west end of West Esplanade. 

 It is also recommended that the other improvement 
measures for West Esplanade suggested in the 
Heritage Activation Plan be implemented and their 
impact tested before moving forward with the 
boardwalk concept. 
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Theme Community Comments and Insights Council Response in Draft Heritage Activation Plan 

 The boardwalk is associated with a desire within the community for safe, fun, 
free, family friendly activities being available. 

 There are a number of concerns around the potential impact a boardwalk would 
have: 

o Impact on visual amenity from West Esplanade by blocking view to 
Cove. 

o Increased number of people visiting the West Esplanade area impacting 
on amenity and the natural environment. 

o Impact of construction and continued presence of a large permanent 
water based structure on the marine environment. 

o Introduction of the boardwalk may encourage negative public 
behaviours such as drunkenness, unsafe jumping and littering. 

o Concerns were raised about the cost of reinstating the boardwalk. 
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Appendix II 
Advertising and Promotion 
 

Manly Daily News: 16 March 2019 

 
 

Manly Daily News: 30 March 2019 
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Sign outside Manly Wharf for Onsite Drop-In   
3 April – 8 April 2019 

 
 
 

Flyer 
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Appendix III 
Notification Area Map 
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