
To: Olivia Ramage,

This email is 1 of 2.
Due to the file size of Annexure “C” it has been sent over 2 emails. 

Email 2 has Annexure “C” parts 2 & 3.

Kind regards,

Danielle & Shaun Austin

From: Danielle Mitchel
Sent: 18/07/2023 7:24:38 PM
To: Council Northernbeaches Mailbox
Subject: TRIMMED: AUSTIN - OBJECTION TO DA2023/0720 EMAIL 1 of 2.
Attachments: DA2023-0720 Bareena Tennis Club Lights - Objection..pdf; Annexure 

A&B DA2023-0720.pdf; Annexure C part 1 DA2023-0720.pdf; 
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OBJECTION TO DA2023/0720:      18/7/2023 

BAREENA TENNIS CLUB EXTENDED TRADING AND NIGHT LIGHTS 9.45/10.15PM – 

Six Nights a Week. 

In relation to the above application please be advised that we object to this 
Development Application. Our grounds for objection relate to the disturbance that 
would be generated should the application be approved, and this relates to noise, 
t raffic and unwelcome lighting/glare. 
 

Our family home backs onto the Balgowlah Bowling Club to the west and, from our 
home, there is a direct view (refer annexure “A”) and sound corridor to the 
Tennis Club and its courts. We are already negatively impacted from the daytime 
noise and parking issues (refer annexure “B”) of the tennis club and, as such, night 
lighting would have a further negative impact on the amenity and quiet enjoyment 
of our home.  
 
We have considered the existing and proposed extended hours and note the 
following: 
 

EXTENDED OPERATION HOURS:  

1) Tennis Club extended operation hours in our residential area would mean it 

would be able to open approximately 100 hours a week:  
 

3 days 7am to 10.15pm (15hrs 15mins x3) =  45hrs 45mins 

3 days 7am to 9.45pm (14hrs 45mins x3) = 44hrs 15mins 

1 day 7am to say 5pm (10hrs x1)  =     10hrs 

  Total       100 hours per week. 

 

2) This is 39 hours a week more than the Westfield shopping center at 

Brookvale which currently operates for a total of 61 hours per week. 

 

3) Council’s Environmental Health Referral Response (refer page 2) – Industrial 

Use report does not support lights due to concerns of 1) Light spill and glare, 

2) Noise from players and tennis balls. Quote - “We consider proposals 

impact as “industrial” development impact within a “Residential area”. 

Additionally, Council’s Environmental Health Referral Response cites further 
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negative issues relating to extended operating hours and no acoustic report 

undertaken. 

 

4) The Tennis Club lease under clause 5 (under q & r) states playing from 7am 

until sunset and it shall not use or install any floodlights. These conditions 

were put in the lease to protect residents from glare and night noise and to 

mitigate disturbances to adjoining and nearby residents. We wish for these 

conditions to be upheld by Council and in this regard for it to remain in any 

future Lease granted to the club. 

 

LOCATION & LOCAL NIGHT COURT AVAILABILTY: 

 

On a historical note, Bareena Tennis Club has previously lodge DA’s for night lights 

and these DA’s were refused by Council on a number of occasions since 1999, due 

to the negative impact they would have on residents and the proposed extended 

operating hours was not deemed necessary to service the demand as there was a 

surplus of other night courts available close by. This availability afforded at other 

courts has not changed since those historic DA submissions.  

For example, there are approximately 30 tennis courts with night lights locally 

available within 5kms from this club with ample unbooked times availability. 

For example: Wakehurst/Voyager Tennis Club runs 3 local tennis sites with 16 

courts: 

Upper Clontarf St, Seaforth - 8 Courts.   Lights available to 10pm 

Koobilya St, Seaforth – 2 Courts.    Lights to 9pm 

Kentwell/Pittwater Rd, Nth Manly – 6 Courts.  Lights to 9.30pm 

We have noted that across those 16 courts, over the last two to three weeks there 

has been an average of 10 courts available at night and on some occasions all of 

the courts were available for night hire (refer annexure “C”). 

 

It is also noted the courts mentioned above are located in areas surrounded by 

bushland, commercial zones or located next to major roads compared to Bareena 

Tennis Club which is surrounded by family homes.  
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NOISE: 

 Due to the topography surrounding Bareena Tennis Club noise echoes through 

the area to the front and rear of adjoining and nearby homes which includes at 

our home. As such, there is already noticeably noise disturbances during the day 

from balls hitting rackets/ground/nets/people, players cheering, coaches calling 

out, whistles blowing, children yelling, music playing, loud goodbyes from 

players, slamming car doors and associated traffic noise. This will be amplified 

at night and exacerbated without the daytime background noise. The 

anticipated heightened level of disturbance to our family and neighbours would 

be especially unpleasant in summer with windows and doors open more 

frequently. 
 

 The Tennis Club’s submission unreasonably relies on keypad access to the courts 

at night and, as such, there is no onsite manager to supervise and manage 

negative issues. 
 

 The residents in this area have already experience a diminution in amenity  

 

 

. Considering the Tennis Club’s keypad 

access management plan, we foresee a likelihood of excessive noise during and 

after play in addition to the unwanted lights. 

PARKING:  

 Bareena Tennis Club does not provide off-street parking unlike other local tennis 

clubs that provide numerous onsite parking spaces for patron parking. 
 

 Patrons to Bareena Tennis Club rely on street parking and this especially applies 

to Vista Avenue, therefore, the Club’s patrons currently compete for parking 

spaces with residents in Vista Avenue as well as the mixed-use unit building in 

Dobroyd Road and this will be exacerbated by the recently approved 10 unit 

development at 29 Dobroyd which only provides 3 off-street parking spaces. 
 

 Parking in this area is already problematic with Club visitors parking close to 

driveways, making it very difficult and dangerous for residents leaving and 

entering their properties. Additionally, club patrons frequently park 
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unreasonably close to the corner of Vista Avenue and Dobroyd Road causing a 

hazard by restricting visibility and if this was to continue into the night, the 

outcome could be devastating. 

 

 

COMMENT REGARDING SUBMISSIONS IN SUPPORT: 

In the Clubs submission they assert that most members will be walking to the tennis 

courts at night, however, we have observed on Council’s website the supporting 

submissions are vastly represented (say over 90%) by people living in other suburbs 

as well as suburbs outside of the Northern Beaches. Also, this claim of “mostly 

walking” patrons is not supported by the existing parking issues experienced during 

the day and it is therefore deemed a fallacy.  

It is also noted that a large number of the supporting submissions provide the same 

residential address and the same surname and therefore the number of supporting 

submissions is an exaggeration. 

CONCLUSION:  
 

Throughout the weekdays and particularly on weekends we are disturbed by noise 

emanating from the Tennis Club as well as from patrons arriving due to their loud 

and enthusiastic greetings of one another combined with their tennis victories or 

otherwise. Whilst all this noise is mostly good natured, please make no mistake 

that it is a disturbance and the parking issues are annoying and hazardous. To 

extend the operating hours into the night, via night lights, would be completely 

unfair and an unacceptable burden on us and our neighbours.  

 

Finally, the club members and patrons benefit from the quiet use and enjoyment 

of their homes at night just as we are permitted the same curtesy without it being 

deferred until late at night six nights a week. 

In summary, please note our strong objection to this application. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Shaun and Danielle Austin 

27 Vista Ave, Balgowlah Heights 






































