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Dear Simon Vuong, 
 

Report: Additional Tree Removals and Tree Protection 
RSL Anzac Village: Labuan (Old and New Darby and Joan) 
90 Veterans Parade, Narrabeen NSW (the site) 
 
PURPOSE 
 
Urban Tree Management writes for and on behalf of TSA Management, to provide comment on 
19 trees being 12 previously assessed trees and 4 trees not previously assessed, all proposed 
for removal, and 3 additional trees not previously assessed which are to be protected adjacent 
modified works for revised plans for the Labuan (formerly known as Old Darby and Joan) 
residential area further to our Arboricultural Impact Assessment Report, RSL Anzac Village, Old 
Darby and Joan and New Darby and Joan, prepared 10 November 2009, Reference 11087(the 
initial report). The proposed additional tree removals are included as Appendix A and marked on 
plans extracted from the initial report. The 3 trees to be retained and protected adjacent 
excavation works are detailed in Appendix B - Tree Protection Plan. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Danny Draper (the author) attended the site on 2 August 2017 and the trees and their growing 
environment were examined by a Visual Tree Assessment (VTA) (Mattheck & Breloer, 1994) 
conducted from the ground. Terminology used in this report is taken from the Dictionary for 
Managing Trees in Urban Environments (Draper and Richards 2009). 
 
Of the trees to be removed, Trees 49, 173 and 177 are small trees of exotic species; Trees 151, 
152, 167 and 180 are locally indigenous species screened from view by surrounding trees to be 
retained and protected. Tree 170 is a mature Scribbly Gum in good condition encroached by 
proposed unit 39 but surrounded by trees of the same taxa of similar dimensions with minimal 
loss of amenity. Trees 174, 175, 178 and 179 all Narrow-leaved Black Peppermint are senescent, 
a non-locally indigenous tree species with a limited life expectancy in cultivation within the Sydney 
region and a short remaining life expectancy. Tree 269 is a self-sown tree emanating from the 
mulch in the shrub garden bed adjacent Lantana Avenue and is located where a new driveway is 
proposed requiring its removal. 
  



Assessment of tree/s or stand/s of trees – Labuan 

 

 

 

  

Tree No. 
/ 

Stand 
No. 

Genus & species 
/ 

Common Name 
 

Age 
Y = Young 
M = Mature 
O = Overmature 
 

Condition 
G = Good 
F = Fair 
P = Poor 
D = Dead 

Crown Form 
D = Dominant 
C = Co-dominant 
I = Intermediate 
S = Suppressed 
F = Forest 
E = Emergent  

Ht. 
Approx. 
metres 

 
 

Crown spread 
approx.  
metres 

/ 
Orientation 

R =  
Radial, 
or other 

Crown Symmetry 
1 = 

 symmetrical 
2 = 

 asymmetrical 
 / 

Orientation 

Crown 
cover 

/ 
Crown 
density 

% 
/ 

D = 
dormant 

DBH 
in mm @ 1.4m, or 
other, as indicated 

and 
trunk orientation 

other than 
R = radial, e.g. N/S 

/ 
DARB 

 Diameter above root 
buttress   

Trunk Lean 
1 = Upright-Slight 
2 = Moderate  
3 = Severe  
4 = Critical. 
5 = Acaulescent  

/  
Orientation 

/ 
ST = Static 
P = Progressive  
Sc = Self-correcting  

Roots evident @ 
root crown 

1. = None 
2. = Adventitious 
3. = Basal Flare  
4. = Buttresses 
5. = First Order 
Roots (FOR), No. & 
distribution e.g. R = 
radial, or one each 
to N, S, E, NE and 
W 

Pests & 
diseases 
1 = No 

or 
2 = Yes 

 
(If 2. see 

comments) 

Branch 
Bark 

included 
1 = No 

or 
2 = Yes 

or 
3 = N/A 

Vigour 
1 = 

Normal 
 Vigour  

2 = 
Low 

Vigour 
 

Form 
1 = 

 Good 
form 
2 = 

Poor 
form 

 

SRIV 
Age, Vigour, 
Condition / 

Index Rating 
www.iaca.org.au 

/ 
ESTIMATED 

LIFE 
EXPECTANCY 

1. Long 
2. Medium 
3. Short   

Significance 
scale STARS 

www.iaca.org.au 
1=High 
2=Medium 
3=Low 
4= Weed 
5=Hazard 

/ 
Retention Value 
1=High 
2=Medium 
3=Low 
4=Remove 

49 Fraxinus angustifolia ssp. oxycarpa ‘Raywood’ M G D 5.5 6 1 90 300x340, 320 Av 
@ 600, E/W  / 

1 3. 
R 

1 1 1 1 MGVG  - 10 1 

Claret Ash   R  90 340  1 1 
151 Eucalyptus haemastoma M P C 9 6  2 80 900x650, 775 Av 

@ ground, N/S  / 
5 3.  

R 
2 1 1 1 MGVP - 6  2 

Scribbly Gum   R W 85 775  2 2 
152 Corymbia gummifera M G D 12 5 1 90 420x320, 370 Av, 

N/S  / 
1 3. 

R 
1 1 1 1 MGVG – 10 2 

Red Bloodwood     R  90 400  1 2 
167 Eucalyptus haemastoma M G D 8 6 x 5 2 80 400x380, 360 Av 

@ 1 m, NW/SE / 
2, S 3. 

R 
1 1 1 2 MGVG – 10 1 

Scribbly Gum E/W S 85 400 Sc., St  1 1 
170 Eucalyptus haemastoma M G D 11 12 1 90 400, R / 1 1. 1 1 1 1 MGVG – 10 1 

Scribbly Gum   90 430  1 1 
173 Washingtonia filifera  M G D 9 2 1 90 300, R  / 1 1. 1 3 1 1 MGVG – 10 2 

American Cotton Palm   R  90 340  1 2 
174 Eucalyptus nicholii  M G C 11 6 x 4 2 85 320x380, 350 Av, 

N/S  / 
1 1. 1 1 1 1 MGVG – 10 2 

Narrow-leaved Black Peppermint     NW/SE NE 85 370  3 3 
175 Eucalyptus nicholii  M G D 11 5 1 85 650x350, 500 Av 

@ 1 m, NW/SE  /  
1 1. 2 1 1 1 MGVG – 10 2 

Narrow-leaved Black Peppermint     R  90 400  3 3 
177 Michelia figo  M G D 5 5 1 90 800, R @ ground,  

/ 
5 3. 

R 
1 2 1 1 MGVG – 10 1 

Port Wine Magnolia    R  90 800  2 1 
178 Eucalyptus nicholii  M G D 11 9 1 85 480x520, 500 Av, 

N/S  / 
1 1. 1 1 1 1 MGVG – 10 2 

Narrow-leaved Black Peppermint     R  85 520  3 3 

No.  Comments 
49 
150 
151 
175 
177 
178 

Commemorative planting. 
Acaulescent, crown deliquescent, comprised of 3 codominant first order structural branches (FOSB); orientation radial; 1 superior, 2 inferior. 1 inferior FOSB to N with basal wound and decay with termite mud evident to S. Possibly structurally unsound but could be retained and treated after Resistograph testing to determine structural integrity.   
Acaulescent, crown deliquescent, comprised of 3 codominant first order structural branches (FOSB); orientation radial; 1 superior with canker lesion at 4 m below union of second order branches, apparently virulent decay fungus Botryosphaeria ribis, evident in other trees on site. 
Borers evident at pruning wound on inferior FOSB to W, indicated by fresh medium frass. 2 mature epicormic shoots on W side of lower trunk. 
Appears to be a commemorative planting. 
High volume small deadwood, throughout. Medium volume epicormic shoots, mid-upper crown.  
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Assessment of tree/s or stand/s of trees – Labuan 

 

 
  

Tree No. 
/ 
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No. 
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M = Mature 
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Orientation 
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% 
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D = 
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and 
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4. = Buttresses 
5. = First Order 
Roots (FOR), No. & 
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comments) 

Branch 
Bark 
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1 = No 

or 
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Vigour 
1 = 

Normal 
 Vigour  

2 = 
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Vigour 
 

Form 
1 = 

 Good 
form 
2 = 

Poor 
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SRIV 
Age, Vigour, 
Condition / 

Index Rating 
www.iaca.org.au 

/ 
ESTIMATED 

LIFE 
EXPECTANCY 

1. Long 
2. Medium 
3. Short   

Significance 
scale STARS 

www.iaca.org.au 
1=High 
2=Medium 
3=Low 
4= Weed 
5=Hazard 

/ 
Retention Value 
1=High 
2=Medium 
3=Low 
4=Remove 

179 Eucalyptus nicholii  O G S – C 6 10 x 8 2 85 400x220, 310 Av 
@ 900,  NW/SE  / 

1 1. 1 1 1 1 OGVG – 6 2 

Narrow-leaved Black Peppermint     E/W NW 85 350  3 3 
180 Banksia integrifolia M G D - C 5 3 2 90 350x300, 325 Av 

@ ground, N/S  / 
3, SW 1. 1 1 1 1 MGVG – 10 2 

Coast Banksia    R W 90 360 St 1 2 

263 Eucalyptus nicholii O F D 12 9 1 80 300, R /  1 3. R 1 2 1 1 OGVF - 5 3 
Narrow-leaved Black Peppermint   85 350  3 3 

264 Eucalyptus haemastoma M P D 11 7 1 80 350, R / 1 1.  2 1 1 2 MGVP – 6 3 
Scribbly Gum   85 375  2 3 

265 Eucalyptus botryoides M F D 15 9 1 85 350x400, 375 Av. 
NE/SW  /  

1 1. 2 1 1 1 MGVF – 9 2 

Bangalay or Southern Mahogany   85 400  1 2 
266 Eucalyptus botryoides M G C 15 6 2 90 350, R  / 1 1. 1 1 1 1 MGVG - 10 1 

Bangalay or Southern Mahogany  N 90 375  1 1 
267 Eucalyptus botryoides M 

 
G C 15 7 2 90 400, R  / 1 1. 1 1 1 1 MGVG - 10 1 

Bangalay or Southern Mahogany  E 90 420  1 1 
268 Eucalyptus botryoides M G C 15 6 2 90 350, R  / 1 1. 1 1 1 1 MGVG - 10 1 

Bangalay or Southern Mahogany  W 90 400  1 1 
269 Eucalyptus pilularis Y G D 4.5 3 1 90 100, R / 1 1. 1 1 1 1 YGVG – 9 3 

Blackbutt   90 100  1 3 
                  

        

No.  Comments 
263 
264 
265 

266-268 

Tree declining, high volume epicormic shoots throughout.   
Structurally deteriorated from trunk wound from Longicorn borers, affecting 50% of trunk circumference. Crown projects over frequently used stairs and dwelling.      
Acaulescent, bifurcated, at 300 mm, old fungal sporophore below crotch on north side but appears to be declining.  
Stand of trees to be retained and encroached on north side be excavation and retaining wall for courtyard to new dwellings to north.       



Trees 263-269 are additional to the initial report and of these Trees 263-265 and 269 are to be 
removed and Trees 266-268 are to be retained and protected. Tree 263 is a Narrow-leaved Black 
Peppermint, senescent and a non-locally indigenous tree species with a limited life expectancy in 
cultivation within the Sydney region. Tree 264 is a Scribbly Gum that is structurally deteriorated 
due to a large trunk wound from borers. Tree 265 is a locally indigenous Bangalay, located at the 
end of a cul de sac and required to be removed for road works. Trees 266-268 are a stand of 
locally indigenous Bangalay to be retained in an area adjacent to excavation for a court yard 
requiring a retaining wall to be constructed at the edge of the Tree Protection Zone and each 
expected to remain viable and stable. Tree 269 is a young a self-sown Blackbutt of small 
dimensions that has recently arisen from the mulch in the shrub garden adjacent Lantana Avenue. 
Trees 174, 175, 178, 179, 180 263 and 264 are to be removed to facilitate the widening of the 
internal road for ambulance access. This will require excavation and reconstruction of retaining 
walls where the trees are growing, which cannot be retained for reasons of safety due to root loss 
and expected resultant instability. Tree 269 is to be removed to facilitate the construction of a 
driveway. Tree 170 is a Eucalyptus haematoma – Scribbly Gum and will likely be adversely 
impacted by encroachment of the building envelope of Unit 39 and is expected to decline and 
become unstable and is to be removed. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We can certify that the proposed removal of 16 additional trees and retention of 3 adjacent trees 
will have minimal impact on the local amenity of the site or neighbourhood in situ. The tree 
removals proposed will need to be supplemented with additional plantings with advanced 
specimens to be incorporated into the Landscape Plan. 
 
Yours faithfully,   
 
 
 
 
Danny Draper 
Principal Consultant  
IACA  ACM001203   
Urban Tree Management Australia P/L                 
Dip. Hort. (Arboriculture), (AQF Level 5), 
Assoc. Dip. Hort. (Pk. Mgmt.), 
Hort. Cert. 
TRAQ (ISA)   
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DISCLAIMER 
 

The author and Urban Tree Management take no responsibility for actions taken and their consequences, contrary to those expert and professional instructions 
given as recommendations pertaining to safety by way of exercising our responsibility to our client and the public as our duty of care commitment, to mitigate or 
prevent hazards from arising or risks from being eliminated or mitigated or managed to reduce harm or damage, from a failure moment in full or part, from a 
structurally deficient or unsound tree or a tree likely to be rendered thus by its retention and subsequent deterioration from modification/s to its growing environment 
either existing or proposed, either above or below ground, contrary to our advice.  
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Section 2  

 Section 1  

 Section 5  

 Section 3  

 Section 4  

 Section 5 – (6 of 6)

 Section 4 – (5 of 6)

 Section 3 – (4 of 6) 

 Section 2 – (3 of 6) 

 Section 1 – (2 of 6) 

Appendix A from Appendix H (1 of 6) - Survey of Subject Tree/s - Labuan (formerly Old Darby and Joan) 
 
From Old Darby and Joan Demolition Survey Plan, Drawing, No. DA3.02, issue 2, date Sept 2009, Scale 1:300 by Young and Metcalf Architects, Building 2, 6A Liverpool Street, Paddington NSW 2021, 
tel. 9360 9799  
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Appendix A from Appendix H (2 of 6) – Section 1 - Survey of Subject Tree/s Labuan 
 
From Old Darby and Joan Demolition Survey Plan, Drawing No. DA3.02, issue 2, date Sept 2009, Scale 1:300 by Young and Metcalf Architects, Building 2, 6A Liverpool Street, Paddington NSW 2021, tel. 9360 9799  

Section 2  

 Section 1 

Section 5 

 Section 3  

 Section 4  

Old Darby and Joan ‐ Site Plan 

T265 
T265 

T265 

T266

T269
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Appendix A from Appendix H (3 of 6) – Section 2 - Survey of Subject Tree/s Labuan 
From Old Darby and Joan Demolition Survey Plan, Drawing, No. DA3.02, issue 2, date Sept 2009, Scale 1:300 by Young and Metcalf Architects, Building 2, 6A Liverpool Street, Paddington NSW 2021, tel. 9360 9799  
  

Section 2  

 Section 1 

Section 5 

 Section 3  

 Section 4  

Old Darby and Joan ‐ Site Plan 

T151 T152
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Appendix A from Appendix H (4 of 6) – Section 3 - Survey of Subject Tree/s Labuan 
 
From Old Darby and Joan Demolition Survey Plan, Drawing, No. DA3.02, issue 2, date Sept 2009, Scale 1:300 by Young and Metcalf Architects, Building 2, 6A Liverpool Street, Paddington NSW 2021, tel. 9360 9799  

Section 2 

 Section 1 

Section 5 

 Section 3  

 Section 4  

Old Darby and Joan ‐ Site Plan 

T263 

T264 

T175

T174

T176

T180T179

T180 

T177
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Appendix A from Appendix H (5 of 6) – Section 4 - Survey of Subject Tree/s Labuan 

From Old Darby and Joan Demolition Survey Plan, Drawing, No. DA3.02, issue 2, date Sept 2009, Scale 1:300 by Young and Metcalf Architects, Building 2, 6A Liverpool Street, Paddington NSW 2021, tel. 9360 9799  

Section 2  

 Section 1 

Section 5 

 Section 3  

 Section 4  

Old Darby and Joan ‐ Site Plan 

T151

T174 T173 

T175 
T152
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Section 2  

 Section 1 

Section 5 

 Section 3  

 Section 4  

Old Darby and Joan ‐ Site Plan

Appendix A from Appendix H (6 of 6) – Section 5 - Survey of Subject Tree/s Labuan 

From Old Darby and Joan Demolition Survey Plan, Drawing, No. DA3.02, issue 2, date Sept 2009, Scale 1:300 by Young and Metcalf Architects, Building 2, 6A Liverpool Street, Paddington NSW 2021, tel. 9360 9799  
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