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QRA COMMUNITY FIRE UNIT

REQ "

ELANORA COMMUNITY FIRE UNIT

C/o 30 Wesley Strect,
Elanora, NSW 2101
15 February 2004
The General Manager
Pittwater Shire Council
Vuko Place

Warriewood, NSW

CC : Terry Munsey
Community Fire Units Manager
NSW Fire Brigades, Chullora NSW

RE :  Rezoning application D.LP.N.R and Uniting Church land, Wesley St, Elanora
YourRef:  R0005/03 and R0O006/03
Dear sir,

In respect of the above notification and on behalf of the Elanora Community
Fire Unit I bring to your attention the following matters :

The current proposal for both the DIPNR and UC land covers an area of High to
Extreme bush fire risk and is currently classified accordingly under changes to
building codes as notified to residents of Wesley St and surrounding streets last year
by council. The proposal has a number of high risk implications for Rural Fire
Services, NSW Fire Brigades and the Community Fire Unit based in Wesley St.
Specifically :

L. This proposal puts new dwellings in a known major repeated fire path. The
1972, 1994 fires along with recent fire terrain maps identify the high
degree of risk for this particular location. The properties are at the apex of
a high risk fuel laden escarpment which is part of the Warriewood valley.
Property has been consistently threatened and destroyed over the years in
an area exactly covering this proposal. As a result of this, in 1994, the
Elanora CFU was formed by volunteers under the guidance of NSW Fire
Brigades. The CFU is a key part of the fire protection plan for this
community co-ordinated by RFS and NSW Fire Brigades. As such it is
tasked with the role of property protection of houses in Wesley and Foxall
Streets during an extreme fire event. Standing operating rules clearly limit
the extent to which a CFU can take action in a fire event. Part of the
standing orders are that no CFU member may work beyond the boundaries
of any property that backs onto bush land. CFU members may not pass
through bush land areas to reach other property. To do so is very high risk.
Therefore volunteers, who number 18 Wesley St residents, have serious
fire management safety concerns in respect of the plan. The plan indicates
that new dwellings will be set back quite a significant distance from
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serious future litigation consequences for the council or NSW Government
should a tragedy or injury result from changes brought about by such a
rezoning once having been advised of the bush fire risks as identified m this
letter. T am sure that DIPNR would not risk putting itself at odds with
the NSW Government policy of responsible community fire risk
management and best practice land development as a result of this
Proposal and therefore T would hope that DIPNR would be seeking a report
from both NSW fire management services also. This should be g part of any
EIS required from DIPNR.

The CFU seeks a copy of the fire management plan for this proposed
development prior to any approvals.

3. The proposal needs to meet the requirements of the three zone protection
guidelines that apply to this fire zone classification. This protection
guideline will no doubt call for significant land clearing and modification.
In doing this the impact of land clearing will be far greater than is

€O owners enforced a greater than 100 metre hazard reduction boundary as
specified by RFS inspections. The proposed rezoning is on land that is
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The CFU seeks a copy of the EIS from both the UC and DIPNR
owners along with maps and drawings that indicate the amount of
impact that such clearing will produce prior to any approvals. Such
an EIS statement must include a fuel load and terrain risk
management statement from fully informed fire authorities, which can
only be achieved by inspection. Failure to do 50 may open a path to

challenge for all parties, including DIPNR, in the Land and
Environment Court.

for the UC land. As part of the public review process the CFU seeks an
explanation of what these clauses are,

ook forward to your earliest reply.

Michael J Hal
Elanora CF tbam leader
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